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Exodus 2

G

od’s people were slaves in Egypt. In 400 years, the
children of Israel had grown from seventy people into
a huge multitude, possibly two million people. The
Lord God was fulfilling His promise to Abraham that his
offspring would be innumerable, like the stars in the sky or
the sand on the seashore. But they were slaves.
The people of Israel were becoming so many and so mighty
that the king of Egypt, the pharaoh, worried that they would
join his enemies to fight against his armies and escape. The
pharaoh put slave-drivers over the children of Israel to make
them work very, very hard. The Hebrew people were forced
to build large cities for the pharaoh. He told the midwives to
kill any baby boys who were born to the Hebrew women and
to let the baby girls live, but the midwives feared God and did
not obey the king of Egypt. Then pharaoh commanded all his
people, “Every son that is born to the Hebrews you will throw
into the river, but every daughter you will keep alive.”
God’s people cried out to God because of their bitter lives.
And God heard their cries.

A

mram and Jochebed, both Israelites from the house
of Levi, were married. They had a daughter named
Miriam and a son named Aaron, and Jochebed was
pregnant again. When the time came she delivered another
fine son. Amram and Jochebed were not afraid of the king’s
decree and they hid their son for three months. When they
could hide the baby no longer, Jochebed took a basket and
daubed it with pitch to make it waterproof. She laid her little
baby in the basket boat and set it afloat among the bulrushes
at the river’s edge. Miriam, the big sister, watched from a
distance to see what would happen to her baby brother.
The pharaoh’s daughter came down to the river to bathe, and
her servant girls walked beside the river. When the princess
saw the basket among the bulrushes, she sent one of her
servants to fetch it. When she opened the basket, she saw the
fine baby boy inside, and he was crying. She felt sorry for the
poor baby and said, “This is one of the Hebrew children.”

M

iriam came to the pharaoh’s daughter and said,
“Should I go and call a Hebrew woman to nurse the
baby for you?”

The princess said, “Go!” So Miriam ran to call her mother.
The pharaoh’s daughter said to Jochebed, “Take this child
away and nurse him for me and I will pay you.” So Jochebed
took the baby home and cared for him.
When the child had grown old enough, Jochebed brought him
to the pharaoh’s daughter and she adopted him as her son.
She named him Moses*, “because,” she said, “I drew him out
of the water.”

M

any years passed. When the time was right, Moses
was called to lead the people of Israel out of Egypt.
God spoke to Moses from a burning bush and sent
him to the pharaoh with a message. The Lord’s message was,
“Let My people go!” but the king didn’t listen to the Lord’s
message. God had to send ten terrible plagues before pharaoh
finally let the people leave Egypt.
God heard the
cries of His people
and He delivered
them from their
bondage in Egypt.
God always hears
the cries of His
children.
*Moses sounds like
the Hebrew word
for draw out.

Do you ever feel you’re not old enough to be helpful?
That you’re too little to do anything important?

Through Three Years

Rock Me!

Four-Six Years

Baby’s love to rock.
Imagine the warm, comforting embrace as
Jochebed rocked her sweet infant son,
Moses, in her arms.
Rock your baby. Rocking imitates life in the
womb. For nine months you carried your
baby all day, every day, and there was a lot
of rocking going on.
Your baby bonds with you while rocking.
Your face is close enough that baby can
focus on and clearly see your features.
Crying infants often settle down with a little
time in a rocking chair. Baby’s heartbeat
slows down and breathing regulates, so it’s
easier to fall asleep.
While you’re rocking, take the opportunity
to sing to and tell your baby about Jesus!

Miriam was Moses’ older sister. She was a young girl
when Moses was born, maybe about as old as you.
She probably was frightened when they hid Moses
for three months against the king’s orders.
She probably wanted to DO SOMETHING!

When Miriam’s brother got too big to hide, their mother took a basket
and daubed it with a tar-like material to make it waterproof. She laid
Moses in the basket and set it in the water at the edge of the river,
hidden from view by the reeds and grasses—the bulrushes.
Now Miriam could DO SOMETHING!

Doing Something
Miriam stood at a distance to see what would
happen to her little brother. She was keeping
watch over him and helping her family.
When the princess opened the basket and
saw the baby crying, she felt sorry for him.
She knew he was one of the Hebrew children.
Miriam came to the princess and asked if she should fetch a Hebrew
woman to care for the baby. Princesses don’t usually take care of babies!
Then Miriam ran to tell her mother the good news. Miriam’s mother
came to the princess and took baby Moses home to care for him.
Miriam DID SOMETHING; she watched over her brother and spoke to the
princess, and Moses was saved.
Even more important, though, is that GOD DID SOMETHING. He was
protecting Moses, and He protects you. God cares for His children and
He sent His only Son to save you, showing you how very much He cares.

Ages Seven-Ten

After the children of Israel had received the Law at Mount Sinai, God told Moses to choose
twelve men to search the land of Canaan. Moses instructed the men, one from each tribe
of Israel, to spy out the land and people, and to bring back some of the fruit of the land.
These twelve men entered the Promised Land and scouted for forty days.

A Land Flowing with Milk and Honey
They found a rich land, a land flowing with milk and honey. “A land flowing with milk and
honey” means the land was overflowing with good things. There was plenty of fertile land
for raising crops, and the land produced fruit abundantly. The scouts cut down one branch
with a single cluster of grapes so large that two men had to carry it on a pole between them.
Upon their return, Moses, Aaron and the children of Israel gathered to hear the report. The
spies exclaimed over the bounty of the land and showed the fruit they had brought back.
They explained that the people were large and strong, and the cities were heavily fortified.
Ten of the spies said, “We can’t go up against these people because they are giants! We
seemed like grasshoppers to them.”
Only Joshua and Caleb encouraged the people that God would give them victory over their
enemies. Joshua and Caleb said, “The Lord will give us this land flowing with milk and honey.
Don’t rebel against the Lord. Don’t fear those people. God is with us!”
But the people didn’t listen. They wanted to kill Joshua and Caleb. The Lord was very angry and He made a promise to Moses.
He said that NONE of the people who had rebelled would enter the Promised Land. They would wander in the wilderness for
forty years, one year for each day that the spies had been in Canaan, until all the people died who had rebelled against God.
Only their children would enter the Promised Land.
And the ten spies who had brought the bad report of the land died by plague before the Lord.
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How old was Moses when the Lord spoke to him from
the burning bush? When he led the Hebrews out of
slavery in Egypt? When he saw the Promised Land?

ElevenEleven-Twelve Years

The Years of Moses

The First Forty Years
Moses grew up in pharaoh’s house, learning the intricacies of court and the ruling class. When he
was forty years old, he went to visit his people, the children of Israel. After seeing one of his Hebrew
brothers wronged, he defended the oppressed man and killed the Egyptian who had done the wrong.
Moses fled to Midian in fear for his life.
The Second Forty Years
Moses lived in Midian for forty years. He married Zipporah, the daughter of the priest of Midian. While caring for his father-inlaw’s flock, God spoke to Moses from a burning bush, telling him to go to the pharaoh with a message from the Lord. God called
Moses to lead Israel’s exodus from bondage in Egypt, so Moses took his wife and sons and returned to Egypt. He delivered God’s
message, and after ten terrible plagues, the pharaoh finally let the people of Israel leave his country.
The Third Forty Years
After the Exodus, the miracle at the Red Sea, and the giving of the Law at Mount Sinai, twelve men were chosen to search out
the land of Canaan, the Promised Land. After forty days, ten of the spies brought back a bad report that the people of Canaan
were too strong to overcome, but Joshua and Caleb trusted that God would bring them victory. The Hebrew people believed the
bad report and, worried for their children, they wanted to return to Egypt. God sentenced them to wander in the wilderness for
forty years, one year for each day that the spies had been in Canaan. They would not enter the Promised Land until all who had
been twenty years or older at the census were dead. Moses led the people as they wandered and waited.
While camped in the wilderness, God commanded Moses to take his staff, gather the people and speak to a rock, and it would
give water for the people to drink. Instead, Moses took his staff, gathered the people and struck the rock. Water gushed out of
the rock, but because Moses had disobeyed God, he could not enter Canaan. God showed Moses the land from a high mountain,
but he did not enter it. Moses died at the age of one hundred twenty, with his sight undimmed and his vigor unabated.
Young people. Old people. They see the world through different lenses. Neither lens is better or
worse, just different. The youth have vitality and energy, strength in body and a can-do attitude.
Older people have stability, strength of spirit and the wisdom of experience. These traits aren’t
exclusive; they are generalities. There are wise youth and energetic elderly.

Young vs. Old—the Age-Old Conflict
The glory of young men is their strength: and the beauty of old men is the gray head. Proverbs 20:29
One of the favorable attributes of youth is strength; the Bible calls it your “glory.” You have a passion for living and a drive that
surpasses those who are older. Your strength rubs off, and often the elderly enjoy being near you to catch a little of your
exuberance and zest for life. You give older people an energy that they no longer have on their own.
You have technological know-how on your side. You’ve grown up with the internet and instant communication worldwide. You
can program a computer, while an elderly person may not be able to find the power button. Your spirit is indomitable and your
attitude is positive. There are so many things you can do! Be gracious with your technologically inferior elders, and help them.
You can teach them to email and text if they are willing, so that you can communicate with them on a regular basis.
The elderly teach the doctrines and preach the Gospel to you. Learn from them, and learn the Scriptures. In the years to come,
you will be the decision-makers, the pastors and preachers and teachers, the parents raising the next generation. The things you
learn today will influence the kingdom of God tomorrow. You will need a stable foundation
on which to build, and that foundation is Jesus.
Gray hair is a beautiful attribute of the elderly. It isn’t the gray hair that is important,
though; it’s the experience of living a long, full life. Though technology has changed in
recent years, mankind has not. Older people have seen humanity in all its depravity. They
know the depth of their own black hearts, and they know the remedy for sin. They know
the mercy and grace that God has so richly showered on the world in the sacrifice of His
only Son. They know the peace and joy that comes from trusting in Jesus no matter the
circumstances of life. The knowledge that the elderly have gained is a vast treasury.
If you’re a wise teen you will glean these kernels of wisdom from the aged.
And if God gives days, you will live the abundant life of the young today, the old tomorrow.
Rejoice, O young man, in thy youth… Ecclesiastes 11:9
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The Books of Moses
God inspired Moses to write the first five books of the Bible.
These books of Moses are also called the Pentateuch. They set the
stage for the rest of the Bible, telling of God’s relationship to
mankind and of man’s enslavement to sin. They contain the promise
of a Savior.

Genesis means origin. The book of Genesis contains the account of
the Creation and the Fall, the Flood, the covenant with Abram, and
the history of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.
Exodus = going out. This is the history of the children of Israel—
their oppression in Egypt, God’s deliverance at the hand of Moses,
the Exodus, the giving of the Law, the building of the Tabernacle.
Leviticus is from the Levites. It gives the laws concerning sacrifice,
the priesthood, purification, the feasts and holy days.

Numbers contains the records of the numbering of the children
of Israel as they prepare to enter the Promised Land.
Deuteronomy means second law, the retelling of the laws and
commandments. Moses dies and Joshua will now lead the people.

A fragment of the scroll of Isaiah

Books were different in ancient times. Clay, leather and papyrus
were used as materials on which to write. Paper wasn’t invented until after Jesus was born.

Clay tablets were imprinted with writing and allowed to dry. Leather was tanned and scraped smooth, and then printed.
Papyrus was made from the stem of a water plant. It was cut into strips and glued into sheets which were printed.
Scrolls were used instead of bound books like we have today. Scrolls were long strips which were rolled up when they
weren’t being read. Jesus read from a scroll in the synagogue when He read from the Prophet Isaiah.
And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up: and, as his custom was, he went into the synagogue on
the sabbath day, and stood up for to read. And there was delivered unto him the book of the prophet Esaias.
And when he had opened the book, he found the place where it was written, The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted,
to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised,
To preach the acceptable year of the Lord.
Luke 4:16-19

Little Moses
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Lead Joshua
and Caleb
to the giant
cluster of
grapes.
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are on this page?

What Is My Name?
I was born into the tribe of Levi, adopted by Pharaoh's daughter.
What is my name?
I was sold into slavery by my brothers.
What is my name?
I was the youngest of eight sons, and yet became king.
What is my name?
I deceived my aging father into giving me the blessing.
What is my name?
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I was brought to Eli as soon as I was weaned.
What is my name?

Puzzle Fun
Answer Key: page 7

Math Square

Word Scramble
See story on page 4 for help

Try to fill in the missing numbers.
Use the numbers 1 through 9 to complete the equations.
Each number is only used once.
Each row is a math equation. Work from left to right.
Each column is a math equation. Work from top to bottom.

SEGESNI
ORLSCL
BRUNEMS
IINGRO
SSOEM
AWL
CHEUAPNTET
XEUSOD
CONMSTDMAMEN
OEODUETYMRN
VISTCEILU
PSPAUYR
VOSIRA
SKOBO

________________
________________
________________
________________
________________
________________
________________
________________
________________
________________
________________
________________
________________
________________
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And she called his name Moses:
and she said, Because I drew him out of the water.
Exodus 2:10

Dear Heavenly Father,
You are the only Holy One, and You have existed forever. You always have been and always will be. We are only a
moment, a vapor, compared to You. Thank You for hearing our prayers , though we are young children.
You take such good care of Your children! Thank You for protecting baby Moses and his family, and for delivering
the children of Israel from slavery in Egypt. You are the One who saves, who leads, and who gives help in time of need.
Thank You for our families, our parents who care for us. Thank You for our church family, and for our fellowship
here on earth. Thank You for all that You have provided for us: food for today, clothing to wear and homes to shelter us
from the weather. You have abundantly blessed us!
Thank You for sending Jesus, Your only Son, to earth so many years ago. He is fully God and He is fully man. He saves
us from sin through His finished work on the cross, and we are thankful.
Help us to share Your love with the people in our lives. Let the light of Jesus shine into this dark world. Let us be
gracious to those who are mean and hurtful, and guard our tongues from wicked words.
Keep us in Your grace, Father, and lead us to our heavenly home, where we will live forever, and where sadness and
sorrow and parting will be no more.

In Jesus’ Name, Amen.

Puzzle Answer Key

Gifts

Child of God

The laughter of children,
The wind in the tree,
The snow softly falling,
A tear flowing free—

I'll send you for a little time,
God said—a child of mine;
For you to love the while she lives
And mourn for when she's gone.
She will bring her charm to gladden you
And make your heart fulfilled.
Should her stay be brief, my dear,
I'll lend you all her memories.
I cannot promise she will stay,
According to your wish;
Since all from earth return.
But I promise all solace,
For the grief you will endure.

The purr of a kitten,
The deer as they flee,
The notes of a songbird,
A hand held to me—
His wonders surround me,
To hear, touch, and see,
Gifts telling me clearly,
Of God's love for me.
Sandy K. Gregorich
written about 30 years ago
Submitted by Sandy’s Uncle
Alvar Helmes
Battle Ground, Washington

For the mountains shall depart,
and the hills be removed; but my
kindness shall not depart from
thee, neither shall the covenant of
my peace be removed, saith the
LORD that hath mercy on thee.
Isaiah 54:10

What Is My Name?
Moses (see Exodus 2:1-10)
Joseph (see Genesis 37:28)
David (see 1 Samuel 16:6-12)
Jacob (see Genesis 27:22-23)
Samuel (see 1 Samuel 1:19-25)
How Many
Baskets?
There are 10
baskets on the
puzzle page.
The Books of Moses
Word Scramble
Genesis
Scroll
Numbers
Origin
Moses
Law
Pentateuch
Exodus
Commandments
Deuteronomy
Leviticus
Papyrus
Savior
Books
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For Parents:
Can you imagine the anguish of the Hebrews when the decree came down from
the pharaoh that their male infants would be thrown into the river? Can you
imagine the sadness as, time and again, Israel was taken captive or occupied by
the Assyrians, the Babylonians, the Persians, the Romans, and they were either
carried away or forced into slavery?
What do we do when rulers are corrupt, ungodly leaders? When those in
authority oppress the poor, prey on the weak and persecute the believer?
When the powers-that-be hand down decrees that are contrary to God’s Word?

Ungodly Rulers
This world is often a terrible place, with wrongdoing, mistreatment, abuse and
injustice running rampant through the generations. We are in this world, but
we are not of this world. We do not follow the precepts of this world’s system or
partake of its selfish, self-righteous, self-aggrandizing ways.
The choice between obeying ungodly leaders or obeying God is clear: we must
obey God rather than man (Acts 5:29). We must stand against immorality and
ungodliness in all its forms, whether it is being perpetrated by the governing
authorities or our neighbor. We must help the helpless and protect those who
cannot protect themselves. We must war against the abuse and mistreatment of
the young and innocent.
In America and in some other nations, Christians have the privilege of the
ballot box and the power of the vote to elect those who are in authority. And
worldwide, we have the privilege and power of prayer to the heavenly Father
for those who are in authority. Let us pray for godly government, that world
leaders would seek the will of God and look to His Word for their direction.
Pray that we may lead the quiet and peaceable life of which Apostle Paul writes:
I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made for all men; For kings,
and for all that are in authority; that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty. For this is good and
acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour; Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth. For
there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus; Who gave himself a ransom for all, to be testified
in due time. Whereunto I am ordained a preacher, and an apostle, (I speak the truth in Christ, and lie not;) a teacher of the
Gentiles in faith and verity. I will therefore that men pray every where, lifting up holy hands, without wrath and doubting.
1 Timothy 2:1-8

