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Have you heard the voice of the LORD calling you? Do 
you know what to say when you hear His voice?  

 

E lkanah and his wife, Hannah, had no children. Hannah was very sad and she prayed that the LORD 
would give her a child. She promised that if the LORD 

would send her a son, she would dedicate him to the LORD 
and he would serve the LORD all his life. God answered 
Hannah's prayer and she had a baby boy. She named him 
Samuel. When Samuel was still a very young boy, his 
parents brought him to Eli, the priest, so he could serve the 
LORD in the temple. Eli couldn't see very well anymore, 
because he was an old, old man. The word of the LORD was 
rare in those days and there weren't many visions.  

One night, Eli had gone to 
lie down to sleep. The lamp of 
God had not yet gone out, and 
Samuel was lying down in the 
temple of the LORD, where the 
ark of God was. While Samuel 
was resting, the LORD called 
Samuel. He answered, "Here I 
am!" He ran to Eli and said, 
"Here I am! You called me." Eli 
said, "I didn't call you. Go back 
and lie down." So Samuel went 
and lay down. The LORD called 
again, saying, "Samuel!" and 
Samuel went to Eli again and 
said, "Here I am, for you called 
me." Eli answered, "I did not 
call you, my son. Go and lie 
down again." 

Samuel did not know the LORD yet, and the word of the 
LORD had not yet been revealed to him. Samuel didn't 
recognize the voice of the LORD. 

The LORD called Samuel a third time. Samuel got up 
and went to Eli, saying, "Here I am, for you called me." 
Then Eli understood that it was the LORD calling Samuel 
and he said, "Go and lie down. If He calls you, say, 'Speak, 
LORD, for Your servant hears.'" So Samuel went and lay 
down in his place. 

The LORD came and stood, calling again, "Samuel! 
Samuel!" This time Samuel answered, "Speak, for Your 
servant hears!" The LORD told Samuel about a thing that 
He was going to do in Israel that would make people's ears 
tingle when they heard it. The LORD said that He would 
fulfill everything that He had promised about the house of 
Eli. The LORD was going to punish Eli's house, because Eli 
had known that his sons were blaspheming the LORD and 
Eli did not stop them. God was angry with Eli and his sons, 
and He swore to punish them for this evil they had done.  

Samuel lay there until morning. He opened the doors 
of the house of the Lord. Samuel was afraid to tell Eli what 
God had said to him. Eli called Samuel, saying, "Samuel, 
my son." He said, "Here I am." Eli said, "What did the 

LORD tell you? Don't hide it from me. May God 
do to you whatever He said and more, if you 
hide a single thing that He told you." Samuel 
told Eli everything the LORD had said. He didn't 
hide anything. Eli said, "It is the LORD. Let Him 
do whatever seems good to Him." 

Samuel continued to grow and the LORD was 
with him. The Lord didn't let any of Samuel’s 
words prove false, and everything that he said 
came true. Then all Israel knew that Samuel 
was a prophet of the LORD.   

 

W hen you hear the voice of the LORD calling, you can answer. Like Samuel, 
you can say, "Speak, LORD, Your 

servant hears!" We don't usually hear the voice 
of the LORD calling in the same way that 
Samuel did, but God speaks to us through His 

Word and through the mouths of His pastors and servants. 
He whispers to us by His Spirit in a still, small voice within 
our hearts. Listen! He's calling you!  

1 Samuel 1-3 
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Toddlers love water.  
They spill it and splash it!  
They dribble and pour it!  
The next time you're  
splashing happily in the kiddy pool, take 
this opportunity to teach your child about 
Jesus, the Living Water. 

God made water out of nothing, just as 
He created the heavens and the earth from 
nothing. He took nothing and made some-
thing from it! God spoke and it happened, 
just like that. 

Every living thing needs water: plants, 
animals, people. We need water, and God 
provides it for us, every day of our lives. 

Jesus is called the Living Water. We 
need Him, even more than we need water, 
every day of our lives.    

Through Three YearsThrough Three YearsThrough Three YearsThrough Three Years 

 
All God's angels. His heavenly hosts. 
Sun and moon. Stars of light. Highest 
heavens. Waters above the heavens. 

Great sea creatures. All the deeps. 
Fire and hail. Snow and mist. Stormy 

wind. Mountains and hills. Fruit trees and all cedars. Beasts 
and all cattle. Creeping things and flying birds. Kings and all 
peoples. Princes and all rulers of the earth. Young men and 
maidens. Old men and children.  

Psalm 148 tells us that all of these are to praise the Lord. 
All creation in the heavens above, the things of the heights. 
All creation in the earth below, the things of the depths.  

The things of the heights are to praise the name of the 
Lord because He commanded and they were created. He has 
established them forever. He has made a decree and it will 
never pass away. 

The things of the depths are to praise the name of the 
Lord because His name only is excellent. His majesty is 
above the earth and the heaven. 

Angels in the heavens high. 
Fluffy clouds in the summer sky.  
Robins twittering in the trees.  
Branches waving in the breeze.  
Bluebells dancing in their beds.  
Pansies nodding their pretty heads.  
Prince and pauper, young and old. 
Man and maiden, shy and bold. 
Praise the Father. Praise the Son. 
Praise the Spirit. Three in One.  

 

Four-Six Years 

  
When you're outside on a summer night, look up at the stars. 
When you're at the beach, look at the sand on the shore. 

If you had enough time, you could count the stars. 
If you had enough time, you could count the grains of sand. 

 
Many, O LORD my God, are thy wonderful works which thou hast done,  
and thy thoughts which are to us-ward: they cannot be reckoned up in order unto thee:  
if I would declare and speak of them, they are more than can be numbered. Psalm 40:5 

 
The wonderful works which God has done are more than can be numbered. They are so many that you could 

never count them all, even if you had all the time in the world. We can only proclaim and tell a tiny fraction of the 
wonderful things that God has done. None can compare with our God. 

The Bible also says that God's thoughts toward us are more than can be numbered. They are so many that you 
could never count them all, even if you had all the time in the world.  

Imagine that! God thinks of you so much that you could never count all His thoughts 
toward you! He knows everything about you, from the number of hairs on your head to 
the deepest, darkest secret thought that you've never told anyone.  

And He LOVES you. Always. Unconditionally. Without question. He loves you so much 
that He sent His Son to die for your sins, so that you could live forever with Him. 

And He THINKS about you. His thoughts toward you are more than can be counted. 

Ages Seven-Ten  
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Elijah was a prophet of the Lord. After a great 
showdown with wicked King Ahab and his wife, 
Jezebel, Elijah had run for his life. He was hiding in 
a cave in Horeb, the mountain of God. 
 
The word of the Lord came to Elijah and asked him, 
"What are you doing here, Elijah?" He told the Lord 
that the people of Israel had broken God's covenant 
and killed all His prophets except Elijah, and now 
they were trying to kill him, too. In Elijah's mind, 
the situation was hopeless. He was the only prophet 
left and he had run until he was exhausted. He was 
alone and afraid. He had even prayed to die! But 
God wasn't through with Elijah yet.  
 
He told Elijah to go outside the 
cave and stand on the mountain 
before the Lord. The Lord passed 
by, and a mighty wind blew 
furiously, tearing the mountain and 
breaking rocks into pieces.  
But the Lord was not in the wind. 
 

 
After the wind, a great 
earthquake rumbled, 
shaking the ground.  
But the Lord was not in 
the earthquake. 
 
 

After the earthquake, there was a fire.  
But the Lord was not in the fire. 
 
 
After the fire, there was a still, small voice.  
A quiet murmur. A little whisper.  
And the voice of the Lord was in the whisper. 
 
The Lord instructed Elijah to anoint Elisha as a 
prophet. Elisha became his helper and friend, so 
Elijah didn't have to be alone. God protected Elijah 
from his enemies. The situation wasn't hopeless.  
 
Sometimes we expect God to make Himself known 
in very obvious ways. We watch for God in the big, 
scary situations in our lives. We desire His presence 
when we are alone and afraid, and we search for 
Him. But He doesn't always speak in a thundering 
voice. Sometimes He speaks in a quiet murmur, a 
little whisper. He comforts us with His still, small 
voice, strengthening us for the journey ahead. He 
whispers peace to us when we are alone and afraid. 

ElevenElevenElevenEleven----Twelve Years Twelve Years Twelve Years Twelve Years 

 
"Can you hear me now?" 
"Can you hear me now?" 
 
A few years ago, an ad 
campaign of a popular cell 
phone company used this slogan. They claimed to 
bring better service to their customers by offering 
more coverage in more areas, less dropped calls, no 
dead zones and clear signal. You could talk to 
anyone, anywhere, anytime on their network!  
 

"Can you hear me now? Good."  
 
We have a direct line to our Father in heaven. We 
never need to wonder if we have service. We need 
not move around searching for signal. We need not 
stand or sit in a certain spot in a certain room to be 
sure that God can "hear us now." We can talk to 
Him anywhere, anytime. And He hears us. David 
says, "I have called upon You, for You will hear me, 
O God (Psalm 17:6)." What a special privilege we 
have as God's children. The Lord of the universe, 
the Creator of all things, hears us, always!  
 
God's answer is always, "Yes, I can hear you now."  
No iPhone necessary! 
 

 
Technology is a wonderful thing, giving clear, direct 
communication with the people we love. It's a 
blessing to have the tools available to communicate 
over great distances. We can bring a person from 
far away into our homes and lives with both audio 
and visual connections. But an even greater 
blessing is that we dwell in God's presence every 
minute of every day. He abides within us. His Spirit 
lives in our hearts, leading our footsteps and 
guiding our paths. His Word speaks to our hearts, 
giving us the assurance that He has paid our sin 
debt, that He has purchased us for His own. 
 

I love the LORD, because he hath heard my voice and 
my supplications. Because he hath inclined his ear unto 
me, therefore will I call upon him as long as I live. 

Psalm 116:1-2 
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A  lifejacket is a vest strapped 
around your body to keep 

you from sinking in water. You 
wear a lifejacket when you're 
boating, waterskiing or tubing. 
If you fall into the water, your 
lifejacket will keep you safely 
afloat until you can get out of 
the water. 
You could swim or tread water 
to keep yourself afloat, but you 
would get tired. When you're in 
deep water, when your feet can’t 
touch the bottom, you must 
swim or tread water always or 
you will sink. You can never 
stop working; you can never 
completely rest.  
If you're wearing a lifejacket, 
you can relax in the water and 
your vest will keep you afloat. 
You don't have to work 
constantly to keep from sinking.  

T his world is like the lake. 
Jesus is our lifejacket. He 

wraps Himself around us and 
saves us from drowning in the 
depths of sin. He holds us up so 
that we can rest in Him. We 
don't have to struggle and work 
to save ourselves. It is 
impossible; we will drown in sin 
if Jesus doesn't save us. He has 
done all the work for us: He lived 
a perfect life, never falling into 
sin; He went to the cross to die 
for our sin; He rose victorious 
over death. He gives us His 
perfect life, His atoning death, 
and His victory over the grave! 

 
When we believe and trust in 
Jesus—our LIFEjacket— 
He will keep us safely until we 
reach heaven. 

Your Lifejacket!  
 

God made the mighty ocean. 
God made the rolling sea. 

God made the tumbling river. 
And God made you and me. 

 
 
 

God made the shining moonlight. 
God made the sky so blue. 

God made the yellow sunshine. 
And God made me and you. 

 
 
 

God made the little flower. 
God made the tall oak tree. 

God made the dark green grass. 
And God made you and me. 

 
 
 

God made the evening shadow. 
God made the morning dew. 

God made the changing seasons. 
And God made me and you. 

 
 
 

 



T S P L E T A E K L O R D T F  

O E A R I Y L O U R S E R S V  

A M H R N P T H E A R S R E D  

P E I P M E V R E S G Y S I C  

D P M E O L V M C Q J E S R F  

S I T N A R H I B I U C S P C  

Y D I L P P P A W Z H I Y V P  

I K L C A G B Z N W K O S U O  

N A A Z V N D V G N O V H Y I  

C I B H K W S L L F A B M X K  

X X Y N W H A N E H E H J F L  

T Q S L M K M O L Q F V S C J  

F Q P K L V U P O E W U U Q B  

V G T L P J E N R G L C K Z C  

Y V B D K E L C D D N I Q P F  
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CALL 

ELI 

HANNAH 

LAMP 

LORD 

PRIEST 

PROPHET 

SAMUEL 

SERVE 

SPIRIT 

TEMPLE 

VOICE 

Find the words in the list.  

∗ Make a tin can telephone with a 
string and two tin cans.  

∗ Punch one tiny hole in the bottom of 
each of the cans.  

∗ Pass the string through the holes and 
tie a knot inside the can.  

∗ Have a friend hold one can and pull 
the string tight.  

∗ Take turns talking and listening 
through the tin can telephone. 

 

  Here I Am! 

Answer Key: page 7 

Samuel needs your help to find his way to the lamp.  
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AMSLUE 

 

LAPM FO OGD 

 

PELMET 

 

REHE I MA 

 

KANLAEH 

 

PAKSE 

 

TEANRVS 

 

LACL 

 

EUSOH FO HET ROLD 

1. Unscramble each of the clue words. 
2. Copy the letters in the numbered cells below.  
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@n^ th_ LORD ][m_, [n^ stoo^, [n^ ][ll_^ [s [t oth_r tim_s, @n^ th_ LORD ][m_, [n^ stoo^, [n^ ][ll_^ [s [t oth_r tim_s, @n^ th_ LORD ][m_, [n^ stoo^, [n^ ][ll_^ [s [t oth_r tim_s, @n^ th_ LORD ][m_, [n^ stoo^, [n^ ][ll_^ [s [t oth_r tim_s,     

"S[mu_l, S[mu_l." "S[mu_l, S[mu_l." "S[mu_l, S[mu_l." "S[mu_l, S[mu_l."     

Th_n S[mu_l [nsw_r_^, Th_n S[mu_l [nsw_r_^, Th_n S[mu_l [nsw_r_^, Th_n S[mu_l [nsw_r_^,     

"Sp_[k; for thy s_rv[nt h_[r_th.""Sp_[k; for thy s_rv[nt h_[r_th.""Sp_[k; for thy s_rv[nt h_[r_th.""Sp_[k; for thy s_rv[nt h_[r_th."    
1 S[mu_l 3:101 S[mu_l 3:101 S[mu_l 3:101 S[mu_l 3:10    

A Picture to Color 



Mother’s Treasures      
 
Two little children sit by my side,  
     I call them Lily and Daffodil;  
I gaze on them with a mother's pride,  
     One is Edna, the other is Will.  
 
Both have eyes of starry light,  
     And laughing lips o'er teeth of pearl.  
I would not change for a diadem  
    My noble boy and darling girl.  
 
To-night my heart o'erflows with joy;  
     I hold them as a sacred trust;  
I fain would hide them in my heart,  
     Safe from tarnish of moth and rust.  
 
What should I ask for my dear boy?  
     The richest gifts of wealth or fame?  
What for my girl?    A loving heart  
     And a fair and a spotless name?  
 
What for my boy?    That he should stand  
     A pillar of strength to the state?  
What for my girl?    That she should be  
     The friend of the poor and desolate?  
 
I do not ask they shall never tread  
     With weary feet the paths of pain.  
I ask that in the darkest hour  
     They may faithful and true remain.  
 
I only ask their lives may be  
     Pure as gems in the gates of pearl,  
Lives to brighten and bless the world—  
     This I ask for my boy and girl.  
 
I ask to clasp their hands again  
     'Mid the holy hosts of heaven,  
Enraptured say: "I am here, oh! God,  
     And the children Thou hast given." 

        
   Frances E. W. Harper 
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Scrambled!  
Samuel 
heard the 
voice  
of the 
LORD.  
 

UNUSED 

Letters   
Speak, 
for your 
servant 
hears. 

Puzzle Answer Key 
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Dear God, 

You are my Father. You knew me before I was 
born and You created me. Thank You for Your 
care, every day of my life. For food and family, for 
friends and fellowship. For summer and sunshine.  

Thank You for Your Holy Spirit who lives 
within me. Thank You for Your still, small voice 
that speaks quietly to my heart through Your 
Word and through faithful pastors.  

Jesus said, “My sheep know My voice and they 
will not follow a stranger.” Let me always know 
Your voice, LORD. Keep me in Your paths always. 
Guide me as a shepherd leads his sheep. 

Jesus also said, “I call my sheep by name.” 
Thank You for being so personal and loving that 
You know me by name. I’m not just part of the 
flock and unknown as an individual. I’m near and 
dear to Your heart, and Your thoughts toward me 
are uncountable.  

Thank You for loving me enough to die for 
me. I don’t deserve Your mercy, but I praise You 
for it. Let me always praise Your name! 

In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 



 

For Parents: 
 
Consider Samuel, the prophet. He served the Lord under Eli, the priest, from a very young age. He became a great 

judge over Israel, proclaiming the Word of the Lord to His people. He anointed kings and gave them counsel. Samuel 
was born to a woman who had been childless for many years; he was an answer to prayer.  

 
Hannah, Samuel’s mother, prayed to the Lord for a man child. If God would answer her prayer, she promised that 

she would dedicate her child to the Lord all the days of his life. After Hannah prayed, she went home and her face was 
“no more sad,” for she knew that her God had heard her prayer and would answer according to His will. In time, 
Hannah’s prayer was answered and she bore a son. After he was weaned, Hannah brought Samuel to Eli in fulfillment 
of her promise, and Samuel served the Lord. 

  
This young child heard the audible voice of the Lord. 

God called him by name, and with Eli’s guidance, Samuel 
answered the Lord. The first time the Lord spoke to him, He 
gave Samuel a message for Eli and, over the years, God’s 
voice became very familiar to Samuel.  

 
Your children may never hear the audible voice of the 

Lord, but they, too, can become very familiar with the 
Word of the Lord. As parents, it is our responsibility to 
ensure that our children know the voice of the Lord, that 
they recognize the voice of God, written in His Holy Word. 
Take time to read God’s Word to your children from a 
young age. Explain the words and concepts that they don’t 
understand. Let them see you reading your Bible. Teach 
them to pray, knowing that God hears our prayers, knows 
and calls us by name, and loves us with an everlasting love. 

 
I have loved thee with an everlasting love:  
therefore with lovingkindness have I drawn thee. 

Jeremiah 31:3 


