
For I have received of the Lord that 
which also I delivered unto you, That 
the Lord Jesus the same night in which 
he was betrayed took bread: And when 

he had given thanks, he brake it, and said, Take, eat: this is 
my body, which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of 
me. After the same manner also he took the cup, when he had 
supped, saying, This cup is the new testament in my blood: 
this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of me.  

1 Corinthians 11:23-25 

O 
NE OF THE STRONGEST HINDRANCES to the enjoyment of 
the Lord’s Supper, which worries many faithful 
hearts and deprives them of the consolation, comfort 

and delight that the Holy Communion would bring, is that 
they think it is to be some sort of a solemn offertory 
celebration whereby we should give God something good and 
should go up to the altar with some offerings well-pleasing to 
God, of piety, faith, prayer, and good works. They do not bear 
in mind that the Holy Communion is a means of grace by 
which, on the contrary, the Lord wants to give us, His poor, 
miserable, depressed children, the consolation, strength and 
refreshment we need. Please note that like the Word of God, 
the Holy Communion is a means of grace. As you do not come 
to the Word to give or show God something good, but only to 
get something good from it, to get power and help for your 
feeble faith, to strengthen your imperfect repentance and 
prayer, so also you should come to the Lord’s Holy Supper in 
the same way to seek help for all that is lacking. 

You dread going to the Lord’s table because you know 
that your daily life is so full of shortcomings. You’re not 
living the way a true Christian should live. Either in your 
faith or in your life there is something morbid, there is some 
grave fault with your Christianity and therefore you can not 
go gladly to the Lord’s table. What else is this than a complete 
forgetfulness of the real purpose of the Holy Communion 
namely, that it is a remedy for all these morbidities and faults 
in our faith and life? If everything already is all right with 
your Christianity, your faith and life, then there would not be 
any need for you to come to this means of grace. 

Christ with all His merit did not come to call the 
righteous, but sinners (Luke 5:32) as He also says: “They that 
are whole need not a physician; but they that are sick.” (Luke 

5: 31). Just think, if a sick person were to get the advice to go 
to the doctor and would reply, “I daren’t and go, because I am 
so badly ill. My blood is so bad. My eczema is so bad. I am in 
such a bad state I cannot see a doctor. I should get a bit better 
first!” Would we not be astonished at such foolishness and 
reply: “Is it not expressly for illness that one should see a 
doctor?” It is exactly the same way when due to spiritual 
shortcoming and morbidities one dreads to go to the Lord’s 
Holy Supper. Let us never forget the great love of the 
gracious Savior, when He instituted this means of grace! 

What did He Himself say about His blood when He gave 
the blessed cup? Of all the great and wonderful things that 
could have been said about this blood He mentions only this: 
“it is shed for the remission of sins” (Matthew 26:28).  There 
we see His plan!  It was as a deliverance from the plague of a 
remedy against that most pressing trouble of His children, 
even sin, that He instituted the table of grace. For the 
remission of sins. It is sin, it is the consciousness of sins and 
unfaithfulness against my God, that deprives me of the 
comfort and freedom I should have before Him. It is as a 
remedy against this distress and misery that the Lord 
instituted this blessed celebration of the remembrance of His 
expiatory death. He has planted the Holy Communion tables 
as huts of rest along our way so that when during the 
wandering, we get tired, our soul gets weak and hungry, and 
we become distressed and wounded by our false steps, our 
staggering and falling, we can go in there and refresh 
ourselves with the Bread of Life, with the remembrance of 
Him, and the enjoyment of the Body which was broken and 
the Blood which was shed for the remission of our sins and 
thereby again became assured that He is not angry with us. 

The result of this is that, when we are specially weak, or 
in a spiritual insolvency, then is the right time to hurry to the 
table of grace, even as for the sake of the same shortcomings 
we hurry to the Word. Old teachers who have realized this 
described a worthy communicant in such a way that one 
wonders whether they were in their right mind! Luther says: 
“Doctor Svedberg’s reply to the question when one should go 
to the Lord’s Supper is: ‘When the mind of bondage begins to 
take the place of the child’s confidence in your heart!’” These 
men have understood aright that the Holy Communion is a 
means of grace. ~ 

C.O. Rosenius 
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The Lord’s Supper  
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Martin Luther 

And they heard the voice of the 
Lord God walking in the garden in 
the cool of the day: and Adam and 
his wife hid themselves from the 
presence of the Lord God amongst 
the trees of the garden. And the 
Lord God called unto Adam, and 
said unto him, Where art thou? 

And he said, I heard thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid, 
because I was naked; and I hid myself.  

Genesis 3:8-10 

O!  HOW AWFUL A FALL! To fall from the safest security 
and delight in God into fear and dread so horrible 
that man can no longer endure the sight of his 

God, but flees from His presence as from the presence of the 
devil! For it is not the devil from whom Adam and Eve are 
now fleeing. They are rushing from the sight of God their 
Creator, whose presence is now more dreadful and 
intolerable to them than that of Satan; Satan is now more 
congenial to their feelings than the adorable God, for from 
Satan they flee not, nor are filled with his dread. This dread is 
actually a flight from and a hatred of God Himself… There is 
nothing therefore more intolerable to endure, nothing filled 
with greater misery than a conscience alarmed by the law of 
God and by the sight of sins committed. 

This it was that made Adam and Eve do the worst of all 
things they could do, namely, to shun their Creator and their 
God, and to flee to the truly vain refuge of fig leaves in order 
to cover themselves from His sight and to hide themselves 
among the trees! And what could be more indescribably 
horrible than thus to flee from God and to hide themselves 
from His sight? 

The words, “Where art thou?” are the words of the law, 
spoken by God and reaching unto the conscience of Adam. 
For although all things are naked and open unto the eyes of 
God, as it is written (Hebrews 4:13), yet He speaks unto our 
sense, feeling and understanding, for He sees us aiming at the 
one thing of fleeing away from Him and attempting our 
escape from His sight and presence. When therefore God 
says, “Where art thou?” it is as if He had said, “Thinkest thou 
that I see thee not?” For He will have Adam to see and feel 
that though hidden he is not hidden from God! And that 
though he flees from God, from God he cannot flee. For this is 
the very nature of all sin; it causes us to attempt to flee from 
the wrath of God, from which wrath we find it impossible to 
flee. It is indeed the utmost folly to think that we shall find a 
remedy in fleeing from God rather than in returning to Him; 
yet it is the very nature of sin that the sinner cannot return 
to God. What then can we possibly conceive to have been the 
exceeding folly and state of mind in Adam? He had heard the 
voice of Jehovah, and yet he hoped that he could conceal 
himself from His presence; when lo! he was now standing 
before the tribunal of God and was demanded of God for 
punishment! 

God knew perfectly well that Adam had sinned and was 
guilty of death. Yet He calls him that he might be condemned 
by the testimony of his own mouth, as having sinned. For he 
flees from God when He calls him, which fact was itself the 

very essence of sin, even as it is the very essence of 
righteousness to flee unto God as a refuge. This fleeing from 
God therefore is the strongest possible testimony of Adam 
against himself. Yet even still he vainly hopes that his sin can 
be covered by a lie, for he alleges as the real causes of his 
flight the voice of God and his own nakedness. 

From this we learn therefore that such is the nature of 
sin, that unless God bring the medicine immediately after it is 
committed and call back the sinner to himself, he will flee 
from his God farther and farther, and by mendaciously 
excusing his sin he will add sin to sin until he runs at length 
into blasphemy and despair. Thus sin draws after it by its 
own weight as it were sin upon sin, and causes eternal ruin, 
until the sinner finally will rather accuse God Himself than 
acknowledge his own sin. 

Adam ought to have said, Lord, I have sinned! But this 
Adam does not. He rather actually accuses God of sin, and in 
reality he says, Thou, Lord, hast sinned. For I should have 
remained wholly in paradise after my eating the fruit, if Thou 
hadst remained perfectly quiet. For the words of Adam bear 
all this import in truth when he says in substance, I should 
not have fled if Thy voice had not terrified me from Thy 
presence. Thus man, when accused of sin by his God, instead 
of acknowledging his sin, rather accuses God as being the 
cause of it and transfers his sin from himself and lays the 
blame of it on his Creator. Hence sin increases to infinity, 
unless God by His mercy come to succor the sinner. And yet 
Adam all the while considers this excusing himself and 
blaming his Creator, the highest wisdom. For he is so 
confounded by the terror of his conscience that he knows not 
what he says nor what he does. Although by thus excusing 
himself, he only accuses himself the more grievously and 
increases his sin to the utmost extent. 

 
And the Lord God said unto the serpent, Because thou hast 

done this, thou art cursed above all cattle, and above every 
beast of the field; upon thy belly shalt thou go, and dust shalt 
thou eat all the days of thy life:   And I will put enmity 
between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her 
seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.  

Genesis 3:14-15 

T 
HIS TEXT THEREFORE CONTAINS THAT glorious promise 
which revived Adam and Eve and raised them again 
from death unto that life which they had lost by their 

sin, though the life to which they were thus raised again was 
rather a life hoped for than a life possessed, as Paul also 
frequently speaks when he uses the language, “We die daily.” 
For although we do not wish to call the life which we live 
here death, yet it is in truth nothing more or less than a 
continual living on to death. For as he who is infected with a 
pestilential and fatal disease begins to die from the moment 
of his infection, so from the moment this life of ours is 
infected by sin, it can no longer properly be called life on 
account of that sin and death, its sure punishment. For we 
begin to die even from our mother’s womb. 

But by baptism we are restored to the life of hope, or 
rather to the hope of life. For this is the true life which we 
live before God in our renewed state. Before we come unto 

Where Are You?  
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that life, we are in the midst of death. We are ever dying and 
rotting on the earth like other carcasses are, as if there were 
no life at all in us. But we who believe in Christ possess a 
hope that we shall be raised again at the last day unto the life 
eternal. It was in this manner also that Adam was raised 
again from his state of death by sin through this promise, 
thus spoken by the Lord. Not that he was raised to a perfect 
life, for he did not as yet regain that life which he had lost. 
But he conceived in his soul a hope of that perfect life when 
he heard that the tyranny of Satan was thus to be bruised and 
destroyed. 

Under the divine mind and promise, declared in this text 
therefore, is included redemption from the law, from sin and 
from death. And by the same text is set forth the plain and 
certain hope of resurrection from the dead, and of being 
called into another life after the present. For if the “head” of 
the serpent is to be destroyed, most certainly death is to be 
destroyed also; and if death is to be destroyed, with equal 
certainty that which deserveth death, namely, sin, is also to 

be abolished. And if sin is to be abolished, so also is the law; 
and not only so, but that obedience which was lost is to be 
restored. And as all these things are promised through this 
Seed of the woman, it is perfectly manifest, as a natural 
consequence, that human nature since the fall can neither 
take away sin by any powers of its own nor escape death, the 
just punishment of sin, nor regain the obedience to God 
which it has lost by the sin of the fall. For all these things 
require a greater power, a mightier strength than is 
possessed by man. 

Hence it was absolutely necessary that the Son of God 
should become a victim or sacrifice for us, that by the 
offering of Himself He might accomplish all these things for 
us: that He might take away sin, swallow up death and 
restore unto us the obedience which we had lost. All these 
treasures therefore we do possess in Christ, but in hope. Thus 
Adam, and thus Eve, lived and conquered by this hope. And in 
the same manner all believers live and conquer, by the same 
hope, and will so live and conquer until the last day. ~ 

Who Are You? 
Mark Sunnarborg 

Rhinelander, Wisconsin 

For this cause I bow my knees unto the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Of whom the whole family 
in heaven and earth is named, That he would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, 
to be strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner man; That Christ may dwell in 
your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded in love, May be able to comprehend with 
all saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height; And to know the love of Christ, 
which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the fulness of God. Now unto him that is 

able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us, Unto him be glory in the 
church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without end. Amen.  

Ephesians 3:14-21 

W ho are you and where did you come from? Are you what you do for a living, such as a master home builder 
or a big shot in some business? Or are you a new person in Christ Jesus? The new man in Christ must go 
forth for old things are passed away. Before you were in Christ you were only defined by what you did, by 

what your works were; deeds are filthy rags. Is that who you are? I think not! You are new each day in Christ and are 
not defined by what you did in the flesh (sin). Each day, the new man in Christ must rise above the old man defined by 
his deeds, which are sin. And they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts. (Galatians 5:24) He that 
committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth from the beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that he 
might destroy the works of the devil. (1 John 3:8) Do not sin for you are not of the devil. Sin is what you are, not who you are. 
You are sin from the top of your head to the bottom of your feet—yes, both feet. But remember who you are in Christ. 

Hearken to me, ye that follow after righteousness, ye that seek the Lord: look unto the rock whence ye are hewn, and to the hole 
of the pit whence ye are digged. (Isaiah 51:1) You came from your parents and that also defines who you are.  Red, yellow, 
black and white, in Christ Jesus we are all brothers, and we are defined by the faith that He has given to us.  By faith 
each day we are to put on this definition.  Remember where you came from—the pit of hell to the skies or heavens.  

But they that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not 
be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint. (Isaiah 40:31) This is who you are. See what God has done! He has raised you up 
from sin to faith in His Son Jesus and to eternal life forever with Him in glory (heaven). 

I asked “who are you,” not “who you are.”  There is a difference. Examine what Jesus did for you. It’s not what 
Jesus would do; it’s what He has already done.  Who are you today? ~ 

 
Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new. 
And all things are of God, who hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, and hath given to us the ministry of reconcil-
iation; To wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them; and 
hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation.  
Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech you by us: we pray you in Christ's stead, be ye 
reconciled to God. For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of 
God in him.  

2 Corinthians 5:17-21 
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Dear Children of God, 
Hello to each of you. I pray you are well. Here where I 

live, the children are returning to school. Maybe many of you 
are also. I pray that God will put His hedge of protection 
around each of you. He cares for you. 

As I thought about what to write, my thoughts kept going 
back to the lightning and thunderstorm we just had in the 
early hours of the morning.  

This morning around 2:00 AM, this day of August 29th, we 
had a thunderstorm over our area. Many people woke at that 
time. At our house an incredibly loud crash of thunder woke 
us from our sleep around 5:00 AM. Soon after that crash 
another round of thunder shook the house. Lightning flashes 
were frequent and oh so bright, and the heavens opened and 
rain poured down so hard.    

I got up around 7:15 AM and went out on our front porch 
to listen to the rain. I heard some low rumbles above me, and 
then the sky boomed so loud it nearly made me jump. The 
storm was amazing. 

Thunder makes me think about what God sounds like. I 
imagined the thunder being His voice and even though I sleep 
with ear plugs, I easily heard the thunder. I hope I will always 
hear when God speaks to me. 

Another thought I had was that many times God “spoke” 
to His people the Israelites, and they did not listen. Many 
times God speaks to His people today and they don’t listen. 
When we don’t pay attention to God’s voice and His will for 
us, what happens? I think you know the answer. Trouble 
happens and we suffer consequences. We cannot be rewarded 
for doing wrong. God must discipline us.  

 
Let’s look at some Bible verses that talk about what God’s 

voice may sound like. I love the heading of Psalm 29— 

A Song of the Thunderstorm 

Give unto the Lord, O ye mighty, give unto 
the Lord glory and strength.  

Give unto the Lord the glory due unto his 
name; worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness.  

The voice of the Lord is upon the waters: 
the God of glory thundereth: the Lord is upon 
many waters.  

The voice of the Lord is powerful; the 
voice of the Lord is full of majesty.  

The voice of the Lord breaketh the cedars; yea, the Lord 
breaketh the cedars of Lebanon.  

He maketh them also to skip like a calf; Lebanon and Sirion like 
a young unicorn.  

The voice of the Lord divideth the flames of fire.  
The voice of the Lord shaketh the wilderness; the Lord 

shaketh the wilderness of Kadesh.  
The voice of the Lord maketh the hinds to calve, and 

discovereth the forests: and in his temple doth every one speak of 
his glory.  

The Lord sitteth upon the flood; yea, the Lord sitteth King for 
ever.  

The Lord will give strength unto his people; the Lord will bless 
his people with peace.  

John had a vision, and he saw one speaking to him and it 
was as the Son of man. Revelation 1:15 says: 

And his feet like unto fine brass (golden shiny metal), as if 
they burned in a furnace; and his voice as the sound of many 
waters. I’m sure most of you children have been near big 
rivers or waterfalls where you hear lots of water rushing or 
falling. Picture that as God’s voice. Pretty amazing. Maybe the 
next time you go to some loud waters think of God talking. 

Revelation 1:10-11: I (John) was in the Spirit on the Lord's day, 
and heard behind me a great voice, as of a trumpet, Saying, I am 
Alpha and Omega, the first and the last... Some of our boys played 
the trumpet in school and they can be very loud and can 
make a sound that demands attention, calls to order. God’s 
voice is very distinct and if one could actually hear it, you 
would not be able to shut it out. 

Psalm 68:32-33: Sing unto God, ye kingdoms of the earth; O sing 
praises unto the Lord; Selah: To him that rideth upon the heavens of 
heavens, which were of old (of ancient times); lo, he doth send out 
his voice, and that a mighty voice.  

Jesus had just ridden into Jerusalem one last time before 
He was to die, and His disciples were with Him. He 
encouraged His disciples to follow Him, and anyone that 
serves Him. He told them His Father would honor them. 

St. John 12:23, 27-30: And Jesus answered them, saying, The 
hour is come, that the Son of man should be glorified… Now is my 
soul troubled; and what shall I say? Father, save me from this hour: 
but for this cause came I unto this hour. Father, glorify thy name. 
Then came there a voice from heaven, saying, I have both glorified 
it, and will glorify it again. The people therefore, that stood by, and 
heard it, said that it thundered: others said, An angel spake to 
him. Jesus answered and said, This voice came not because of 
me, but for your sakes.  

We can understand from the Bible that God’s voice is 
very powerful. Even in the last verse (30) Jesus tells His 
disciples that God didn’t speak to Him (verse 28), but He 
spoke to the disciples and anyone else even who was within 
hearing of it and anyone who believes. He spoke for our sakes 
that we would know God’s power and believe.  

It was after this that Jesus died on the cross for us. God 
glorified His Son by having Him die for the sins of the whole 
world and He received Jesus back into heaven, back to His 
former glory. 

It is in heaven now that God and Jesus watch us down 
here and send the Spirit to live in our hearts and give us 
faith. One day we will hear the voice of God when He breaks 
through the clouds once more to take all those who love Him 
and believe in Him and His Son, to come to live with Him in 
heaven.  

How long will we live in heaven? FOREVER! And there is 
no end to that.  

The next time you hear thunder, just imagine how God’s 
voice can sound. 

I pray that each of you will serve our great God and keep 
Jesus in your heart. He LOVES YOU SO MUCH, that I would 
not have enough paper to tell you so.  

I also pray you have a good school year. Take the name of 
Jesus with you. 

God’s peace. 

Gwen Wilson 
Ridgefield, Washington 

God’s Voice Like Thunder 
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I  AM WRITING THIS LETTER to you as the chairman of our 
Apostolic Lutheran Sunday School of America. I am 
writing especially to you who are superintendents of 

Sunday Schools or teachers of classes. My prayer is that the 
Lord would speak to all of us through these words. 

There is one basic reason why I want to write to you—to 
emphasize the importance of the teaching ministry in the 
church. When Paul wrote his epistle to the Romans, he 
mentioned various kinds of gifts which are to be evident in 
the body of Christ here on earth. Among them he mentioned 
teaching (Romans 12:7). In the Ephesian epistle, he speaks of 
the various offices in the body of Christ, where, again, he 
mentions “teachers” (Ephesians 4:11).  To Timothy he writes: 
Till I come, give attendance to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine. 
(1 Timothy 4:13) The Greek word used in this passage is the 
word which is usually translated “teaching.” Jesus, the Lord 
of the church, placed such importance upon teaching that He 
commanded His disciples to “Go…  and teach (make disciples) 
of all nations… teaching them to observe all things 
whatsoever I have commanded you (Matthew 28:19-20).” 

What is so increasingly evident to us as we read the 
Scriptures is that teaching was, and is, one of the most 
important ministries which Christ has given to His church. 
Jesus Himself was called “Teacher” or “Rabbi.” Paul, also, 
who considered the preaching of Christ and Him crucified as 
his primary responsibility, taught for two years in the school 
of Tyrannus (Acts 19:9). 

When the Lord and the early disciples placed such 
emphasis on teaching, we ought not to neglect this gift, 
either. Perhaps Timothy may have been tempted to neglect 
this gift, among others, and for various reasons, and Paul 
reminds him saying, Neglect not the gift that is in thee, which was 
given thee by prophecy, with the laying on of the hands of the 
presbytery. (1 Timothy 4:14) 

My brothers and sisters, what are we doing to emphasize 
the importance of teaching in our congregations and Sunday 
Schools? Are we challenging our young people to seriously 
pray about whether they should become teachers? Are the 
elders of our congregations concerned enough about the 
salvation of young souls and the nurturing of the young so is 
to establish Sunday Schools and to govern the guidance of 
the teaching ministry? The Lord will soon come, and if we 
have hid the talent He has given us, it will be taken from us; 
not only the gift of teaching, but also the children who we 
ought to have taught. The Lord is expecting a harvest where 
He has not sown, for He has given us the seed and we are to 
do the sowing. 

It takes discipline on our part. It means we must be living 
in daily prayer. It means we must constantly be seeking the 
Lord for the filling of His Spirit. It makes daily study of His 
Word mandatory. It means a total sacrifice of ourselves to the 
children we teach. But this time is not wasted for it is being 
invested in the Lord’s work. Rise up and teach, lest the cries 
of spiritually hungry babes reach the ears of the Lord and He 
sent His judgment upon us. What Jesus said to Peter applies 
to us all: “If you love me, feed My lambs.” (John 21:15) And 
remember, He said that to Peter as of first importance. If we 
do not feed the lambs, soon we will have no sheep! 

May the Lord bless your labors. ~ 

Wayne Juntunen 
The Teaching Ministry 

When the ruler of the feast had tasted the water that was made wine, and knew not 
whence it was: (but the servants which drew the water knew;) the governor of the 
feast called the bridegroom, And saith unto him, Every man at the beginning doth set 
forth good wine; and when men have well drunk, then that which is worse: but thou 
hast kept the good wine until now.  

John 2:9-10 

J 
ESUS HAD TURNED THE WATER into wine at the wedding in Cana of Galilee, and it was the good wine, the best wine, at the 
feast. Jesus does the same in our hearts also. When we have well drunk of everything that we have tried and sought 
for, and when all is gone and we are helpless, then Jesus comes and, in His good time, offers us the best wine. It is the 

wine of redemption that fully satisfies the needy soul. It is written in Isaiah 25:6: And in this mountain shall the Lord of hosts 
make unto all people a feast of fat things, a feast of wines on the lees, of fat things full of marrow, of wines on the lees well refined. Read 
the last verses also; they are beautiful. May we, already now, taste of the best wine that He prepared in this mountain, Mt. 
Calvary. We pray that we may reach our home in heaven, and there we will partake of the best wine forever at the wedding 
feast of the Lamb! 

Paul Coponen; Chassell, Michigan 
Submitted by Ralph and Barbara Somero; New Ipswich, New Hampshire 

 
And he will destroy in this mountain the face of the covering cast over all people, and the vail that is spread over all nations. 
He will swallow up death in victory; and the Lord God will wipe away tears from off all faces; and the rebuke of his people 
shall he take away from off all the earth: for the Lord hath spoken it.  And it shall be said in that day, Lo, this is our God; we 
have waited for him, and he will save us: this is the Lord; we have waited for him, we will be glad and rejoice in his salvation.  

Isaiah 25:7-9 
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M 
ARRIAGE AND THE FAMILY INCLUDE many different callings: as son or daughter, as spouse, as mother or father, brother- 
or sister-in-law, uncle or aunt, cousin, and so forth. Each calling has its own particular characteristics as well as its 
timing. The relationship between parent and child changes, for example, as the child becomes an adult and the 

parent ages. Uncles and aunts have a particularly significant calling in helping nieces and nephews to leave home. But no 
matter what the calling, they are all life-conditioning, life-shaping—points at which knowingly or without knowledge 
aforethought a person actually functions as God’s mask, hand, or channel. 

The familial callings are so important, in fact, that in this connection Luther can use language that he otherwise 
assiduously attacks and resists: called by God, the believer becomes God’s partner and friend, working with God to look after 
the aging parent, to love a spouse, to give life to a child, and so to contribute to the future of the community. The partnership 
is not exclusive to the family—labor with head or hands, callings in church and state are all blessed by God as points of specific 
service. But the life-giving, life-shaping characteristics of the household give it a prior significance. 

In this partnership, the believer is literally law-free. The relationship, whether as spouse or in some other familial 
connection, takes over. Caught up in it, the believer does without the law what the law requires. So older couples, commended 
for the years of love and service to one another, will generally reply that they didn’t realize that there was an alternative—it 
just happened. This kind of lawlessness is a hallmark of grace, breaking loose in the down-to-earth connections of everyday 
life. In vocation, the sinner grasped by faith is becoming what Adam and Eve were intended to be, a free and joyous creature of 
the earth. 

Copyright © Word & World, Luther Seminary, 2003. Reprinted with permission. All rights reserved. 
 
God’s Word is actually inscribed on one’s spouse. When a man looks at his wife as if she were the only woman on earth, and 

when a woman looks at her husband as if he were the only man on earth; yes, if no king or queen, not even the sun itself 
sparkles any more brightly and lights up your eyes more than your own husband or wife, then right there you are face to face 
with God speaking. God promises to you your wife or husband, actually gives your spouse to you, saying: “The man shall be 
yours; the woman shall be yours. I am pleased beyond measure! Creatures earthly and heavenly are jumping for joy.” For there 
is no jewelry more precious than God’s Word; through it you come to regard your spouse as a gift of God and, as long you do 
that, you have no regrets. 

Martin Luther 
WA 34:52.12-21, translated by Hendrix, “Luther on Marriage,” 347. 

Family Calling  
James Arne Nestingen 

Jesus said, “No man can come unto Me, except it were given him of 
my Father.” This life that we experience is given unto us from the 
Father. This life is a gift; it is completely gift. We do nothing to 
earn the gift; it is given to us. There is nothing we do to come to 
Jesus Christ, but it is a gift from our Father. Our ability to be in 
Christ comes completely from God. It is not our work; we cannot 
decide arbitrarily to be a Christian. It is a gift from God. Genesis 2:7 
says, And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, and 
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul. 
There was just this dust from the ground which was nothing; it had 
nothing. And God breathed into it the breath of life and man 
became a living soul. Man became a living soul because God acted. 
Man was dead, and God acted. 

Pastor Nicholas Kandoll 
New York Mills, Minnesota 

 
And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins; Wherein in time past ye walked according to 
the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the 
children of disobedience: Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, 
fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others.  
But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, Even when we were dead in sins, hath 
quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;) And hath raised us up together, and made us sit 
together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus: That in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches of his 
grace in his kindness toward us through Christ Jesus. For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of 
yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast. For we are his workmanship, created in 
Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.  

Ephesians 2:1-10 
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I 
N THE GARDEN OF EDEN, in Genesis chapter three, we see 
the original instance of the age-old refrain: “It’s not my 
fault!” For the very first time, one pointed at another 

and said, “It’s not my fault! Blame him!”  
And the eyes of them both were opened, and they knew that 

they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together, and made 
themselves aprons. And they heard the voice of the Lord God 
walking in the garden in the cool of the day: and Adam and his wife 
hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God amongst the trees 
of the garden. And the Lord God called unto Adam, and said unto 
him, Where art thou? And he said, I heard thy voice in the garden, 
and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself. And he said, 
Who told thee that thou wast naked? Hast thou eaten of the tree, 
whereof I commanded thee that thou shouldest not eat? And the 
man said, The woman whom thou gavest to be with me, she 
gave me of the tree, and I did eat. And the Lord God said unto the 
woman, What is this that thou hast done? And the woman said, 
The serpent beguiled me, and I did eat. (Genesis 3:7-13) 

 

After Adam and Eve had disobeyed God and brought sin 
(and death) into the world, they knew they were naked, and 
they sewed fig leaves together to cover themselves. They 
heard the voice of God walking in the Garden and they were 
afraid and hid from His presence. When God called to Adam 
and questioned him, Adam immediately blamed his wife (and 
ultimately, God Himself). “That woman! That woman that You 
made for me! It’s not my fault!” When God questioned Eve, 
she blamed the serpent (and ultimately, God Himself). “That 
serpent! That serpent that You made! It’s not my fault!”  

But is that the truth? Is it really God’s fault that I have 
sinned? I inherited my sinful nature from our first parents, 

but God tempts no one to sin. James says that our own lusts 
(evil desires) draw us into sin. Let no man say when he is 
tempted, I am tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, 
neither tempteth he any man: But every man is tempted, when 
he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed. Then when lust 
hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, 
bringeth forth death. (James 1:13-15)  

 
What happens when a disobedient sinner hears the voice 

of God? He is afraid! He frantically sews fig leaves together to 
cover himself, and he tries to hide. He knows that he stands 
condemned before the holy Law of God. The Law stops the 
mouth of every sinner, and the whole world becomes guilty 
before God. Now we know that what things soever the law saith, it 
saith to them who are under the law: that every mouth may be 
stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God. Therefore 
by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight: 
for by the law is the knowledge of sin. (Romans 3:19-20) 

But when a sinner drops his fig leaves and his mouth is 
stopped, and he finally quits the blame game and 
acknowledges that he is guilty before God, the sweet voice of 
the Gospel brings comfort to the terrified conscience. The 
sweet Gospel is the very good news that Jesus Christ, Son of 
God and Son of Man, came to earth to pay our sin debt, to live 
our life—but without sin—and to die our death, to reconcile 
us to God.  

In the Garden the first Gospel was heard by our first 
parents, as God spoke to the serpent: And the Lord God said 
unto the serpent, Because thou hast done this, thou art cursed 
above all cattle, and above every beast of the field; upon thy belly 
shalt thou go, and dust shalt thou eat all the days of thy life: And I 
will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy 
seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt 
bruise his heel. (Genesis 3:14-15)  

This promised Seed came at the appointed time. But when 
the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of 
a woman, made under the law, To redeem them that were 
under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons. And 
because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into 
your hearts, crying, Abba, Father. Wherefore thou art no more a 
servant, but a son; and if a son, then an heir of God through Christ. 
(Galatians 4:4-7) Christ came to redeem us who were under the 
Law. We have dropped the fig leaves and acknowledged our 
guilt, and we have been adopted. We are children of God in 
whom His Spirit dwells, heirs of God through Christ. 

Thanks be to God.  
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Now we know that what things soever the law saith, it saith to them who are under the law: that every mouth may be stopped, 
and all the world may become guilty before God. Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight: for 
by the law is the knowledge of sin. But now the righteousness of God without the law is manifested, being witnessed by the law 
and the prophets; Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that believe: for 
there is no difference: For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God; Being justified freely by his grace through the 
redemption that is in Christ Jesus: Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his 
righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God; To declare, I say, at this time his righteous-
ness: that he might be just, and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus. Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By what law? 
of works? Nay: but by the law of faith. Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the law.  

Romans 3:19-28 

O 
CTOBER MARKS THE ANNIVERSARY OF the Lutheran Reformation, which recalls the efforts of Martin Luther to bring 
correction to a church that had lost sight of her center, Jesus Christ. Luther rightly understood the Scriptural teaching 
that we are justified by faith in the death and Resurrection of Jesus Christ, apart from the works of the law. This means 

that we are not only granted the forgiveness of sins by the shed blood of God’s Son, but also given the perfect righteousness of 
Christ, so that we might be “…faultless to stand before the throne…” God has bestowed this blessing on us solely as a gift of His 
grace: For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast. 
(Ephesians 2:8-9)  

Perhaps the greatest contribution of Luther was that he directed the church back to the Holy Scriptures as the sole norm 
for preaching and teaching for God’s people. It is the Word of God that brings us to repentance and faith in Jesus Christ. It is 
God’s Word and the power of His Holy Spirit that brings us life and salvation by directing us evermore to the Cross of Christ. …
Incline your ear, and come unto me: hear, and your soul shall live… (Isaiah 55:3) Martin Luther felt so strongly about this principle, 
Sola Scriptura in Latin, that he translated the New Testament into the German language, so that the people could read and hear 
God’s Word in their native tongue. Luther emphasized the power of God’s Word in his very familiar hymn “A Mighty Fortress is 
Our God” and in the prayerful hymn “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Thy Word.”  

Even so, the anniversary celebration of the Reformation is not so much about the contributions of Martin Luther, for 
Luther was merely an instrument in the hands of the mighty God that we serve. Luther discovered the very truth that many 
others before him and after him have come to know. That God has given His Son as the perfect sacrifice to give us life and 
salvation. To God be the glory! 

 
Lord, keep us steadfast in Thy Word; 

Curb those who fain by craft and sword 
Would wrest the Kingdom from Thy Son 

And set at naught all He hath done. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, Thy power make known, 
For Thou art Lord of lords alone; 
Defend Thy Christendom that we 

May evermore sing praise to Thee. 
 

O Comforter of priceless worth. 
Send peace and unity on earth. 
Support us in our final strife 

And lead us out of death to life.  
    Martin Luther 

Pastor Chuck Bylkas 
South Range, Michigan 

The Word of God Brings Life 


