
If April showers 
bring May flowers, 

what do May flowers bring? 
Pilgrims 

 

I  REMEMBER THE DAY MY BROTHER came home from 
elementary school and told me this little joke. It 
would have been about 1960, at a time when people 

put out their cornucopias, paper Pilgrims and turkeys. I 
remember learning in kindergarten to make a paper 
turkey by tracing around my hand and cutting out the 
tracing from the paper. There were always the standard 
stories of the Pilgrims’ arrival in 1620 and the first 
Thanksgiving. Through the years I have learned that these 
events have been exaggerated, embellished and sometimes 
purely fabricated, yet still there remains a fascination 
with the original story.  

While exactly all that the Pilgrims did may be open to 
varying interpretations, the essential gist of the story is 
quite factual. They came here as they believed they were 
directed to by God. They came to find a new promised 

land, a place where God would freely bless them as they 
industriously worked the land under His auspices. They 
were at a certain level utopianists, many of them with 
leanings toward amillennialism/post-millennialism who 
believed that God would usher in a golden age of harmony 
if they would remain faithful to their religious expression 
now liberated from the fetters of kings. 

The Pilgrims could never have realized what their 
experiment would yield. The present colossus would not 
even have been possible in their view. Still the present 
manifestation is what came of the “Pilgrim dream.” 
However the dream isn’t yet concluded. There is a future 
still to be realized and that future is in the hand of the 
same God the Pilgrims worshipped in freedom, the One to 
whom they offered thanks for bounty and providence.  

The lesson of the Pilgrims isn’t found in their history 
as much as in their confidence. Confidence to face the 
future guided by the hand of the true God, this is the 
legacy the Pilgrims left to their descendants. We are 
misguided if we give in to the present spirit of pessimism 
that permeates a faithless age and lines the pockets of 
those who market their dark vision without conscience. So 
Psalm 121: 

A Song of degrees. I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from 
whence cometh my help. My help cometh from the LORD, which 
made heaven and earth. He will not suffer thy foot to be moved: 
he that keepeth thee will not slumber. Behold, he that keepeth 
Israel shall neither slumber nor sleep. The LORD is thy keeper: 
the LORD is thy shade upon thy right hand. The sun shall not 
smite thee by day, nor the moon by night. The LORD shall 
preserve thee from all evil: he shall preserve thy soul. The LORD 
shall preserve thy going out and thy coming in from this time 
forth, and even for evermore.  

God remains with us. The Pilgrims were right; we are 
wise to trust in Him. Happy Thanksgiving! ~ 

November 2015November 2015November 2015November 2015 

The Confidence of the Pilgrims 
Pastor Jay Weidner 
Laurium, Michigan 

The lesson of the Pilgrims isn’t found in their history as much as in their confidence.  
Confidence to face the future guided by the hand of the true God... 
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N 
OW INDEED ALL HAVE BEEN invited to the great 
Supper. It is our hope they will reach the destina-
tion, though they may travel slowly. Surely the 

great Host of the Supper must wait awhile before they will 
come. Such a group of supper guests is cheap in the eyes of 
the world. The Master of the house has invited the men of 
lowest esteem which are found on this earth—only the 
despised men, whom no respectable householder would 
invite to a feast. 

But why have the honorable householders and the 
worldly lords made excuses? Why did not the respectable 
guests come to the great Supper? Has there not been 
contempt shown here for the Master who has prepared 
the Supper? The Master of the house cannot throw His 
delicacies to goats and swine; certainly someone must 
come to enjoy these delicacies which the Master of the 
house has prepared. Since the great and respectable 
guests despise the Master, the people of lesser esteem may 
enjoy the delicacies. 

Come now, you poor ones who have nothing to put 
into your mouth save that which you receive by begging! 
Come to the great Supper and with thanksgiving enjoy 
that which the Master of the house distributes to you 
through His servants! They give a portion to each accord-
ing to his need and distress. Come, too, you maimed who 
have lain in the sickbed, who knows how long, and have 
not for a long time tasted of God’s grain! Come, you halt 
who travel slowly as you halt on both sides! Pray, hasten, 
and travel speedily before the doors are closed! And you 
blind who need a guide in order to reach 
the great Eye Doctor who opens the eyes 
of the blind wretches, so they can see 
where the road goes to heaven, come to 
the great Supper! Who knows how long 
the Suppertime will last! Who knows but 
that soon the evening will come and the 
doors will be closed so none will be able to 
enter. 

The latecomers shall not taste of 
those delicacies which the Master of the 
house has prepared. Then shall also those 
who were invited stand outside, and they 
shall certainly hear what joy there is in 
the Supper chamber; the latecomers shall 

neither taste nor partake of their joy. They on the outside 
shall not be able to glimpse nor behold how beautiful is 
the Savior’s poor bride, how she is decorated with gold, 
how she is crowned, how beautiful and glittering she is, 
how she sits in the Bridegroom’s lap, is beautiful and 
shines like the sun. On her head is a crown with twelve 
stars, and on her breast a very beautiful star-cross which 
is made of finest gold, which John mentions in the book of 
Revelation. She has the day-star, a gold ring on her hand: 
namely the betrothal ring which is the sign of love from 
the blood-red King, which He gave the poor bride as He 
went to redeem and purchase His poor bride from captiv-
ity. Then already He gave His bride a token of love. 

You bride of the Savior, surely you remember you are 
betrothed to one Man who has with His own blood 
purchased you and redeemed you from captivity. Remem-
ber too that you are now called to the great Supper where 
the blind see, the lame walk, the maimed leap, the deaf 
hear, the dumb speak. Remember that at this great Supper 
the guests are fed delicacies; they receive butter and 
honey, wine and milk, without money or price. 

The poor who do not reach the great Supper in time 
shall stand outside. Though they may then knock, no one 
will open to them; though they may then cry out, no one 
will reply; and though they weep, no one will comfort 
them. For to the latecomers the doors are forever closed. 
There is no one who is able to open them now since you 
did not knock then when the doors were still open. Now it 
is too late—and too late forever. 

Now, you Great Distributor of the 
Supper, hold communion with those 
disciples who follow your bloody 
footsteps from the Garden to the hill of 
Golgotha, and awaken them when the 
sleep of sin presses upon them, that 
they would see Your bloody sweat and 
would hear Your prayers as You fall on 
Your knees in prayer to the heavenly 
Father. Strengthen them with Your 
grace that they would at last become 
partakers of that great Supper in 
heaven, where they can sing hymns of 
praise now and forever. ~ 
 

 

The Great Supper 
L. L. Laestadius, “Behold the Lamb of God” 

 Submitted by Albert Goddard; New Ipswich, NH 

O UR BLESSINGS ARE MANY—more than we can number. Psalm 68 quite adequately describes the abundance of these 
blessings by saying, Blessed be the Lord, who daily loadeth us with benefits, even the God of our salvation . . . He that is 

our God is the God of salvation. (Psalm 68:19-20) They who do not acknowledge God in their lives find nothing for which 
to thank Him. They accept His blessings as a matter of course; not as gifts, but as the fruits of their own labors. 

Where, then, does the true song of praise really begin? It has been said that it begins when a sinner thanks God 
for His grace. The songs of praise in the Bible have salvation as their theme. The old saints joyfully poured out their 
thanks for the help they received in their difficulties, but basically, they were giving thanks for their salvation. The 
Lamb of God, who came to take away the sin of the world, was the source of their song. 

the late Alvin Holmgren 
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For we know that the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain 
together until now. And not only they, but ourselves also, which have 
the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, 
waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body. For we 
are saved by hope: but hope that is seen is not hope: for what a man 
seeth, why doth he yet hope for? But if we hope for that we see not, 
then do we with patience wait for it. Likewise the Spirit also helpeth 
our infirmities: for we know not what we should pray for as we ought: 
but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which 
cannot be uttered. And he that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is 
the mind of the Spirit, because he maketh intercession for the saints 
according to the will of God.  

Romans 8:22-27 
 

W 
E CHRISTIANS ARE DEEPLY AFFECTED, painfully 
touched, by the woes and miseries of the 
present world. And therefore our sighing 

incidentally represents and expresses our anxious, eager 
longing for the full revelation of our sonship. We are 
children of God even now, by faith, through the working of 
the Spirit. But we long to enter into the full possession and 
enjoyment of our inheritance above, into the redemption 
of our body, the complete deliverance from all the conse-
quences of sin. All eyes and all hearts are directed toward 
that blessed hour when Christ will finally and completely 
deliver our mortal body from the bonds of vanity and of 
death, when He will change our vile body that it may be 
fashioned like unto His glorious body. 

The Christians are sure of the final participation in the 
deliverance of the body and of the full enjoyment of their 
sonship. But meanwhile the present time, the time in this 
world, is a time of waiting and hoping. We have the glories 
of heaven in expectation or prospect: salvation is a blessing 
which we have in hope, which we are sure of possessing in 
the future. For if the object of hope, the full enjoyment of 
our adoption, the perfect deliverance from sin and its 
consequences, were a matter of the present time and 
possession, then we could not speak of hope; for if one sees 
a thing before him, why should he yet hope? Hoping and 
seeing exclude each other. And so the apostle concludes 
regarding the peculiarity of hope, its essential feature: If 
we hope for that which we see not, then we wait through 
patience and endurance, we steadfastly and longingly wait 
for it. At the present time we Christians are placed under 
the obligation of patience, under the necessity of anxious 
expectation. Knowing the certainty of our future bliss, all 
the affliction of the present time and life cannot shake our 
hope. “Salvation, in its fullness, is not a present good, but a 
matter of hope, and, of course, future; and if future, it 
follows that we must wait for it in patient and joyful 
expectation.” (Hodge.) 

Having shown that all creation longs for deliverance, 
and that the Christians are likewise groaning and sighing 
for the full revelation of their salvation and its glorious 
blessings, the apostle now states, for our further encour-
agement, that the Spirit likewise comes to the aid of our 
infirmity. Although we Christians have the knowledge 

which pertains to our salvation and are sure of the final 
revelation of the glory of God in us, yet we are always 
battling with our own weakness in faith and hope; we 
sometimes find it difficult to keep a firm hold on the 
promises of God concerning our sonship. And so the Spirit 
comes to the aid of our faltering, uncertain footsteps; His 
strength serves to uphold us in our infirmity. The divine 
assistance, therefore, is so necessary because we Christians 
have not the proper conception of the manner and 
importunity of prayer for the things that we are in need of; 
our prayers rarely measure up to the importance of the 
blessings for which we ask, they are not adequate to the 
object of our prayers. And therefore the Spirit comes to 
our assistance: He holds before our eyes that great blessing 
toward which all prayers of the Christians finally converge, 
the salvation of our souls. Not only that, but He Himself 
intercedes for us with sighings and groanings that cannot 
be clothed in the speech of man. The contrast between the 
present state of oppression and tribulation and the future 
state of glory is so great that we Christians cannot find the 
proper words of beseeching appeal, which would adequate-
ly express our longing for the final deliverance. But our 
great Comforter and Advocate, in His groanings for us, 
presents our cause to God; He speaks to God through the 
inarticulate groanings of the believers’ hearts.  

 
When the cross of the Christians becomes heavy to 

bear, when they feel forsaken and alone, when they 
have no comforter among men that understands what 
troubles their hearts, then an inexpressible longing 
and sighing is pressed out of their soul for the redemp-
tion of their body. And then their tottering faith is 
renewed in strength, then a new joy and consolation 
takes possession of their hearts, and the believers may 
again look up to God in believing confidence. 

 
All such inarticulate sighs in the hearts of the Chris-

tians, although they are not and cannot be clothed in the 
words of human speech, are nevertheless fully intelligible 
to God. He that searches, investigates, the hearts is fully 
conscious of, perfectly acquainted with, the mind of the 
Spirit. The omniscient God knows what the Spirit has in 
mind in those groanings whose content cannot be ex-
pressed in the words of human language. For the Spirit 
intercedes for the saints, as the believers are fitly called on 
account of the cleansing power of the blood of Christ which 
they have experienced, in a manner which agrees fully 
with the will and with the glory of God. With holy, godly 
zeal, in full accordance with the immeasurable, divine 
content of our hope, with the fervor of divine love He 
intercedes before God in our behalf, to insure to us the 
glory which has been prepared for us in heaven. Thus the 
unspeakable greatness of the glory which shall be revealed 
in us, and for our possession of which the Holy Ghost adds 
His interceding pleading and groaning, is a source of 
permanent, glorious comfort to the Christians. ~ 

The Spirit Makes Intercession for Us 
Paul Kretzmann 

“The Popular Commentary of the Bible” 
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Dear Children far and near, 
Hello to each of you. I pray God will bless you today 

and in the days ahead. It is that time of year again when 
we in America set aside a special day to focus our thoughts 
on giving thanks to God for all that He has given us. 

Thanksgiving was established in America as a national 
holiday by President Abraham Lincoln in 1863. He de-
clared that it should be celebrated the last Thursday of 
November and thus it was until 1941 when Congress set it 
as the 4th Thursday and it has remained this way. It is a 
well-liked holiday by many, including me and my family. 

O 
NE OF THE FIRST THANKSGIVINGS in America took 
place in Plymouth, Massachusetts, in the year 
1621. The Pilgrims who celebrated it had come 

from England, a country far across the water. They were 
leaving their homeland in search of the freedom to 
worship and pray as they wanted to. They had come on a 
ship and it took them almost two months to reach Ameri-
ca. They arrived in their new home late in the fall of the 

year and there was little time to build good homes and no 
time to grow gardens. They only could do what they could, 
and that first winter was very hard on them. Many of 
them died from cold and hunger, but they did not give up. 

The following spring brought hope and they were able 
to plant gardens, build better homes and start getting 
more settled. In the fall they brought in their harvests, 
hunted for meat and were so thankful for all their bless-
ings that they decided to celebrate with a feast. The thing 
they were most thankful for was that they could worship 
God freely. 

We should be thankful every day for all we have and 
receive. God is always so good to us that we should give 
Him more thanks. The Bible talks about thankfulness in 
many places. The many verses talk about different reasons 
why thanks are being given. Here are some verses that 
speak of thankfulness or giving thanks:  
• Psalm 92:1: It is a good thing to give thanks unto the 

LORD, and to sing praises unto thy name, O most High. 
• 1Timothy 4:4-5:For every creature of God is good, and 

nothing to be refused (we can use all creatures for 
food), if it be received with thanksgiving: For it is 
sanctified by the word of God and prayer. 

• 1 Chronicles 16:34-35: O give thanks unto the LORD; for 
he is good; for his mercy endureth for ever. And say ye, 
Save us, O God of our salvation, and gather us together, 
and deliver us from the heathen (people who do not 
acknowledge the God of the Bible), that we may give 
thanks to thy holy name, and glory in thy praise.  
Have your dad, mom, brother or sister help you look 

up and read these verses on thanksgiving: Psalm 95:1-3, 
Psalm 100:1-5, Psalm 106:1, Psalm 107:1. 

We have much to thank God for and I personally have 
much to thank Him for. He has been so good to me and my 
family every day.  

Remember to take time each day to thank God for all 
He has given you and not just on special days, for each day 
is a gift to you from God. He is truly a GREAT God and does 
all things well. Praise His name and Give Thanks! 

God bless you all this Thanksgiving. 

Gwen Wilson 
Ridgefield, Washington 
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The Angelus Jean-François Millet 
Public Domain; Wikimedia Commons 

Merriam Webster’s definition of infinity: The quality of having no limits or end; the quality of being infinite  
Wikipedia: The infinity symbol            is a mathematical symbol representing the concept of infinity.  
 

T HE MERCY OF GOD IS INFINITE, and the man who has felt the grinding pain of inward guilt knows that this is 
more than academic. "Where sin abounded, grace did much more abound." Abounding sin is the terror of the 

world, but abounding grace is the hope of mankind. However sin may abound it still has its limits, for it is the 
product of finite minds and hearts; but God's "much more" introduces us to infinitude. Against our deep creature
-sickness stands God's infinite ability to cure. The Christian witness through the centuries has been that "God so 
loved the world..."; it remains for us to see that love in the light of God's infinitude. His love is measureless. It is 
more: it is boundless. It has no bounds because it is not a thing but a facet of the essential nature of God. His love 
is something He is, and because He is infinite that love can enfold the whole created world in itself and have room 
for ten thousand times ten thousand worlds beside. 

A. W. Tozer 



5  Christian Monthly November 2015 

H 
ERE WE LEARN TO KNOW the Second Person of the 
Godhead, so that we see what we have from God 
over and above the temporal goods aforemen-

tioned; namely, how He has completely poured forth 
Himself and withheld nothing from us that He has not 
given us. Now, this article is very rich and broad; but in 
order to expound it also briefly and in a childlike way, we 
shall take up one word and sum up in that the entire 
article, namely (as we have said), that we may here learn 
how we have been redeemed; and we shall base this on 
these words: In Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

If now you are asked, What do you believe in the 
Second Article of Jesus Christ? answer briefly: I believe 
that Jesus Christ, true Son of God, has become my Lord. 
But what is it to become Lord? It is this, that He has 
redeemed me from sin, from the devil, from death, and all 
evil. For before I had no Lord nor King, but was captive 
under the power of the devil, condemned to death, 
enmeshed in sin and blindness. 

For when we had been created by God the Father, and 
had received from Him all manner of good, the devil came 
and led us into disobedience, sin, death, and all evil, so 
that we fell under His wrath and displeasure and were 
doomed to eternal damnation, as we had merited and 

deserved. There was no counsel, help, or comfort until this 
only and eternal Son of God in His unfathomable goodness 
had compassion upon our misery and wretchedness, and 
came from heaven to help us. Those tyrants and jailers, 
then, are all expelled now, and in their place has come 
Jesus Christ, Lord of life, righteousness, every blessing, 
and salvation, and has delivered us poor lost men from the 
jaws of hell, has won us, made us free, and brought us 
again into the favor and grace of the Father, and has taken 
us as His own property under His shelter and protection, 
that He may govern us by His righteousness, wisdom, 
power, life, and blessedness. 

Let this then, be the sum of this article that the little 
word Lord signifies simply as much as Redeemer, i.e., He 
who has brought us from Satan to God, from death to life, 
from sin to righteousness, and who preserves us in the 
same. But all the points which follow in this article serve 
no other end than to explain and express this redemption, 
how and whereby it was accomplished, that is, how much 
it cost Him, and what He spent and risked that He might 
win us and bring us under His dominion, namely, that He 
became man, conceived and born without [any stain of] 
sin, of the Holy Ghost and of the Virgin Mary, that He 
might overcome sin; moreover, that He suffered, died and 
was buried, that He might make satisfaction for me and 
pay what I owe, not with silver nor gold, but with His own 
precious blood. And all this, in order to become my Lord; 
for He did none of these for Himself, nor had He any need 
of it. And after that He rose again from the dead, swal-
lowed up and devoured death, and finally ascended into 
heaven and assumed the government at the Father's right 
hand, so that the devil and all powers must be subject to 
Him and lie at His feet, until finally, at the last day, He will 
completely part and separate us from the wicked world, 
the devil, death, sin, etc. 

But to explain all these single points separately 
belongs not to brief sermons for children, but rather to 
the ampler sermons that extend throughout the entire 
year, especially at those times which are appointed for the 
purpose of treating at length of each article—of the birth, 
sufferings, resurrection, ascension of Christ, etc.  

 

A Y, THE ENTIRE GOSPEL which we preach is based on 
this, that we properly understand this article as that 

upon which our salvation and all our happiness rest, and 
which is so rich and comprehensive that we never can 
learn it fully. ~ 

Martin Luther, The Large Catechism 
The Apostle’s Creed: Article II 

2016 Apostolic Lutheran Church of America Calendars 
You may now order the ALCA calendar for the year 2016. The price for each calendar is $5.50 to cover 
the cost of printing and mailing. Do not send your payment with your order. An invoice will be 
included with the shipment for payment to be mailed to the Federation accountant. 
Please send your order in one of the following ways:  by email: alc_calendars@mac.com or by 
telephone: 925-454-1648 or by  mail to:  Corrie Karlsen, 2994 Rodeo Lane, Livermore, CA 94550. 

Corrie Karlsen, ALC Calendar Committee 
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Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For there is no power but of God: the powers that be are ordained of God.  
Romans 13:1 

E 
VERY ONE WHO WANTS TO respect the Word of God should know that it is his duty to show his authorities the qualities of 
humility, reverence, obedience and faithfulness. The Apostle Paul wrote this to the Christians in Rome, who were under 
heathen authorities. Had they their own ideas, they would not have been able to think that, for the Lord's sake, they 

should even show respect and obedience as loyal subjects to the tyrant Nero. They would sooner have thought it more Chris-
tian to help to dethrone him when there was an opportunity to do so. We know that the Jews often rose in rebellion when they 
came under Roman authority; therefore, the apostle thought it necessary to use so many plain words regarding this subject. 

But if the Christians in Rome had to be subject to their heathen authorities, how sad it is for us as Christians to exert our 
constitutional freedom of expression in these end days, and within Christendom begin to lift up our impudent voices against 
the authorities and contrary to all humility. All Christians should think of this and not let themselves be led astray by the 
counsel of the ungodly. The apostles have also given admonitions to this effect, more than once. Submit yourselves to every 
ordinance of man for the Lord's sake: whether it be to the king, as supreme; Or unto governors, as unto them that are sent by him for the 
punishment of evildoers, and for the praise of them that do well. For so is the will of God, that with well doing ye may put to silence the 
ignorance of foolish men. (1 Peter 2:13-15) Put them in mind to be subject to principalities and powers, to obey magistrates… (Titus 3:1) Thus 
our obligation toward the authorities has been definitely expressed in clear words, but the further addition the apostle makes 
seems strange to us: For there is no power but of God. This is the main reason we should be subject to the authorities. How can we 
understand that all authorities are of God? They are often evil and unchristian. If we say that God must suffer all that happens, 
we have not understood and interpreted it correctly. Even ungodly authorities may have their high place, if God allows it. 
What God suffers can never be said to be of God. Moreover, the apostle immediately adds: the powers that be are ordained of God.  

Neither is it a correct explanation to say that the very office has been instituted by God, even if the persons holding the 
office are there contrary to the will of God. The apostle says plainly that the powers that be are ordained of God. Thus he says that 
the rulers, not only the office itself, are of God. It is also a truth worth contemplating that the very office has been instituted by 
God. It was there in the patriarchy and in the fourth commandment of the Law of God. It has also been confirmed by the words 
of the Lord Jesus, thus it is true that the very office is of God and is a precious gift, but here it still says something more; 
namely, that also the powers that be are ordained of God. 

How can we understand this when the authorities are often evil and ungodly, and when the Lord always hates evil? This 
must be understood in only the same way as the other judgments of God. We should understand that His ordinances are good, 
wise and righteous, no matter whether He sends us something that is good or evil in itself. Here we must realize that there is 
only one Almighty God, the ruler of the whole universe. The Lord Jesus Christ showed this fact to the representative of the 
Roman emperor when He said, Thou couldest have no power at all against me, except it were given thee from above… (John 19:11) And 
about the suffering imposed on Him by Pilate, He said, The cup which my Father hath given me, shall I not drink it? (John 18:11) It was 
"from above;" it was from the Father of Jesus Christ that Pilate received power to sentence the innocent Jesus to death. 

If we have good Christian authorities over us, it is due to the grace of God. If we have evil and ungodly ones, they are a 
form of punishment and chastisement from the same holy God. In that ordinance we should only look at God and revere His 
judgments over us. His punishments are as holy as His proofs of grace; thus for His sake, we should also respect and obey the 
authorities He has ordained for us. At other times when we have good authorities, we should see God therein and be obedient 
to them for His sake. 

No matter whether the persons in authority are good or evil, the Apostle Paul still says three times in Romans 13 that they 
are "the ministers of God," thus the worst authorities that a country can have are of God and have been sent to carry out His 
holy intentions. When God gives a people evil, ungodly, tyrannous rulers or as Isaiah says "children to be their princes and 
babes to rule over them (Isaiah 3:4)," then this happens in order to punish and scourge the evil and stiffnecked people, and as a 
trial for the faithful. 

Even if the ways or means by which the sovereign came to power were not right, he has nevertheless been able to get his 
present might only from God. And God will, as we said before, use him either for a punishment or a blessing to the people. 
Those who want first to scrutinize the qualities and measures of the authorities, before they recognize their duty of obedience, 
overthrow the foundation of the subject's duty, namely, the ordinance of the Almighty God. ~ 

C. O. Rosenius 
Submitted by Ralph and Barbara Somero; New Ipswich, New Hampshire   

The Powers That Be 

Songbook Special—in time for Christmas! 
Large Hymns and Songs of Zion - Blue, hardcover or spiral; New smaller format, with music  $15.00 
Pocket Hymnal - Blue, hardcover; Small version of Hymns and Songs of Zion without music   $10.00 
Heavenly Sunshine - softcover, spiral bound, with music; 200+ of our best loved Children's songs  $9.00 
Peace on Earth - softcover, spiral bound, with music; 100+ of our most beloved Christmas songs   $5.00 

For orders received by 12/31/2015 only: Buy 5 books and get ONE FREE. (Lowest priced book is free. Limit 20 free.) 
Please contact the Book Concern to place your order today. Phone 360-896-7344 or email books@apostoliclutheran.org. 
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The fifth chapter of Romans uses two phrases often: 
“Not only so…” and “Much more…”  
 
Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ: By whom also we have access by 
faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the 
glory of God. And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: 
knowing that tribulation worketh patience; And patience, 
experience; and experience, hope: And hope maketh not 
ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by 
the Holy Ghost which is given unto us. (Romans 5:1-5)  

The Apostle had previously explained that Abraham 
was justified by faith without the works of the Law. We 
also are justified by faith, and we rejoice in hope of the 
glory of God. 
• NOT ONLY do we rejoice in hope, but we rejoice in 

tribulation also, knowing the fruit it will bear. The end 
result of tribulation comes back to hope—hope that 
will not make us ashamed, because God’s love fills our 
hearts by the Holy Spirit Whom God has sent to us. 

But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were 
yet sinners, Christ died for us. Much more then, being now 
justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through him. 
For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the 
death of his Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved 
by his life. And not only so, but we also joy in God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have now received the atonement. 
(Romans 5:8-11)  

Paul says a person might possibly give his life to save 
another who was righteous, and perhaps some would even 
die to save a good man, but Christ died for ungodly 
sinners. God shows His incredible love for humankind in 
that while we were still sinners and enemies of God, He 
sent His Son to die for us.  
• NOT ONLY are we justified by the blood of Christ, but 

more than that we shall be saved from wrath through 
Him!  

• NOT ONLY, while we were still enemies, were we 
reconciled to God by the DEATH of His Son, but more 
than that, now that we are reconciled, we shall be 
saved by His LIFE. 

• NOT ONLY shall we be saved by His life, but more than 
that, we rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ 
(by Whom we received the atonement, remember?!) 

For if through the offence of one many be dead, much more the 
grace of God, and the gift by grace, which is by one man, Jesus 
Christ, hath abounded unto many. (Romans 5:15)  

The Apostle says that sin entered the world by one, 
and death came upon all of us through this one. 
• NOT ONLY did many die by one man’s trespass, but 

more than that, the grace of God and the free gift by 
the One Man Jesus Christ has abounded for many. 

For if by one man's offence death reigned by one; much more 
they which receive abundance of grace and of the gift of 
righteousness shall reign in life by one, Jesus Christ. (Romans 
5:17)  

The judgment following one sin brought condemna-
tion, but the free gift of Christ, following the sins of many, 
brought justification. 
• NOT ONLY did death reign by one man, Adam, but 

more than that, those who receive the abundance of 
grace and the gift of righteousness will reign in life by 
the One Man, Jesus Christ. 

Therefore as by the offence of one judgment came upon all men 
to condemnation; even so by the righteousness of one the free 
gift came upon all men unto justification of life. For as by one 
man's disobedience many were made sinners, so by the obedi-
ence of one shall many be made righteous. Moreover the law 
entered, that the offence might abound. But where sin abounded, 
grace did much more abound: That as sin hath reigned unto 
death, even so might grace reign through righteousness unto 
eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord. (Romans 5:18-21) 
• NOT ONLY did judgment come upon all men to 

condemnation, but more than that, the free gift came 
upon all men to justification of life. 

• NOT ONLY by the disobedience of one were many 
made sinners, but more than that, by the obedience of 
One many will be made righteous. 

• NOT ONLY did sin 
abound, but more than 
that, grace did much 
more abound!  

• NOT ONLY did sin reign 
to death, but more than 
that, grace reigns to 
eternal life by Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Prayer for Ministers of the Gospel 
James Mickelsen, Interim Pastor 

Submitted by Norma Mickelsen Nominelli; Hancock, Michigan 

I  CAME ACROSS THIS WRITING of my brother Jim, a lay preacher in Detroit, Michigan, which contains the wonderful 
prayer of Martin Luther’s to all lay preachers and seminarians and missionaries who faithfully preach the Word of 
God. It helps us as listeners to lift them up in prayer in their sermons. 

-------------------------------- 
Dear Friends, 
Luther places this prayer on the lips of a faithful minister: 
“Lord God, Thou hast placed me in Thy church as a bishop and pastor. Thou seest how unfit I am to administer this 

great and difficult office. Had I hitherto been without help from Thee, I would have ruined everything long ago. 

Therefore I call on Thee. I gladly offer my mouth and heart to Thy service. I would teach the people and I myself 

would continue to learn. To this end I shall mediate diligently on Thy Word. Use me, dear Lord, as Thy instrument. 

Only do not forsake me; for if I were to continue alone, I would quickly ruin everything. Amen.” 
This prayer I will take to myself, for the ministry of the Gospel is neither our property nor the property of any 

human being. It belongs to God, our Lord, Who has purchased it with His blood and has given and instituted it for our 
salvation. Therefore, He severely condemns those who despise it. He says, “He that despiseth you, despiseth Me,” (Luke 
10:16) and Peter (in 2 Peter 2:21) says that it would be better for the despiser if he had never heard the Word. 

I pray that God would be with me in my reading, studying, pondering and meditating, and that I may strive to teach 
the Word, to admonish and encourage those to have knowledge, to comfort troubled consciences properly, to awaken 
and strengthen negligent and sleepy hearts. This work God wants me to do and if it pleases Him, He will bless it. The 
granting of success is His alone. God would say, “Go and do your duty, and leave the result to Me.” Through Apostle Paul 
He has commanded: Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and 
doctrine. (2 Timothy 4:2) 

This, by God’s help, I promise to do until a permanent pastor takes over this office. Come to the hearing of the Word 
in Sunday School, Bible class, and worship services, and let us together delight in the mysteries of the Word. 

God bless you! 

To declare, I say, at this time his righteousness: that he might be just, and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus.  
Romans 3:26 

B EING JUSTIFIED BY FAITH, we have peace with God. Conscience accuses no longer. Judgment now decides for the sinner 
instead of against him. Memory looks back upon past sins, with deep sorrow for the sin, but yet with no dread of 

any penalty to come; for Christ has paid the debt of His people to the last jot and tittle, and received the divine receipt; 
and unless God can be so unjust as to demand double payment for one debt, no soul for whom Jesus died as a substitute 
can ever be cast into hell. It seems to be one of the very principles of our enlightened nature to believe that God is just; 
we feel that it must be so, and this gives us our terror at first; but is it not marvelous that this very same belief that God 
is just, becomes afterwards the pillar of our confidence and peace! If God be just, I, a sinner, alone and without a substi-
tute, must be punished; but Jesus stands in my stead and is punished for me; and now, if God be just, I, a sinner, standing 
in Christ, can never be punished. God must change His nature before one soul, for whom Jesus was a substitute, can ever 
by any possibility suffer the lash of the law. Therefore, Jesus having taken the place of the believer—having rendered a 
full equivalent to divine wrath for all that His people ought to have suffered as the result of sin, the believer can shout 
with glorious triumph, "Who shall lay anything to the charge of God's elect?" Not God, for He hath justified; not Christ, 
for He hath died, "yea rather hath risen again." My hope lives not because I am not a sinner, but because I am a sinner 
for whom Christ died; my trust is not that I am holy, but that being unholy, He is my righteousness. My faith rests not 
upon what I am, or shall be, or feel, or know, but in what Christ is, in what He has done, and in what He is now doing for 
me. On the lion of justice the fair maid of hope rides like a queen. 

Charles Spurgeon; Submitted by a reader 


