
T 
HE CLASSICAL PIECE “MISERE MEI, DEUS” is based on Psalm 51 and is often played on Ash Wednesday, the first day of Lent. 
The Latin lyrics begin: Miserere mei, Deus, which means “Have mercy upon me, O God.” The English translation is taken 
from the 1662 Book of Common Prayer: 

Have mercy upon me, O God, after Thy great goodness; According to the multitude of Thy mercies do away mine offences.  
Wash me thoroughly from my wickedness: and cleanse me from my sin. For I acknowledge my faults: And my sin is ever before me.  

Against Thee only have I sinned, and done this evil in thy sight: That Thou mightest be justified in Thy saying, and clear when Thou judgest. 
Behold, I was shapen in wickedness: and in sin hath my mother conceived me. 

But lo, Thou requirest truth in the inward parts: and shalt make me to understand wisdom secretly. 
Thou shalt purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean: Thou shalt wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 

Thou shalt make me hear of joy and gladness: that the bones which Thou hast broken may rejoice. 
Turn Thy face from my sins: and blot out all my misdeeds. Make me a clean heart, O God: and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from Thy presence: and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me.  
O give me the comfort of Thy help again: And stablish me with Thy free Spirit.  

Then shall I teach Thy ways unto the wicked: and sinners shall be converted unto Thee. 
Deliver me from blood-guiltiness, O God, Thou that art the God of my health: and my tongue shall sing of Thy righteousness. 

Thou shalt open my lips, O Lord: and my mouth shall shew Thy praise. 
For Thou desirest not sacrifice, else would I give it Thee: but Thou delightest not in burnt-offerings. 
The sacrifice of God is a troubled spirit: a broken and contrite heart, O God, shalt Thou not despise. 

O be favourable and gracious unto Sion: build Thou the walls of Jerusalem. 
Then shalt Thou be pleased with the sacrifice of righteousness, with the burnt-offerings and oblations:  

Then shall they lay calves upon Thine altar. 
 

Dear Father, we thank You for the Gospel of our salvation. How impoverished we would be if we did not have the Gospel! 
Could there ever be a more barren land than a nation without the Gospel? We pray that Your Gospel may not be neglected. Oh 
Lord, speak to us; help us to think on Your Word, to pray concerning the Gospel, and to pray the Gospel in our prayers. Oh dear 
Father, we pray that we may walk in fellowship with Thee, in fellowship with one another as believers, urging one another, 
encouraging one another—true, spiritual fellowship. We ask that You would show us our Lord Jesus Christ, that You may speak 
unto us and we would be used of You to speak unto others the Gospel of reconciliation, the forgiveness of sins, the Good News 
that there is salvation through Jesus Christ. Oh dear Father, we pray that many would be awakened to the knowledge of their 
sin. The Word tells us in Galatians, the third chapter, that the Law was added because of transgression: it is to show how man 
has rejected Jesus Christ, and in the rejection of the Gospel, in the rejection of the glory which Jesus Christ came into the world 
to perform, man is lost. Men have rejected, and are rejecting, the glory of the cross and the resurrection! They have rejected 
the living God; they have turned their backs on everything of God. Dear Father, help! Please awaken man; show man his fallen 
state that he may tremble at it. We pray that You would also awaken the church in this western part of the world. We need 
awakening everywhere! Oh Lord, there is a thrill that men are looking for also in church, that feeds man's ego, that feeds his 
religious ambitions and desires. Dear Father, Satan is in charge of all false religion and Satan has been able to create a 
"christianity" that is of greater appeal than the Christianity of Christ Jesus, the Christ of the Bible. Help us to see the deceptive 
ways of the wicked one! Strengthen us in faith, in courage, that we may stand humbly before You, that we may stand even 
before the one whom we have disliked the most, whom we fear the most, whom we have a carnal respect for and to whom we 
are reluctant to speak the whole truth concerning sin, and the whole truth concerning the Gospel and the holiness of the living 
God. Help that we would be so led by the Spirit of God that we may speak the Word, unafraid, unashamed; that may we speak it 
in truth, in the power of the Holy Spirit, in the grace of the cross and the power of the resurrection. Amen. 

Pastor Ansten Tretten; Lake Worth, Florida 
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Have Mercy, O God 
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For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his 
death, we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection.  

Romans 6:5 

M 
AY EVERYBODY SEE IN THIS what is the secret of true 
sanctification. The apostle does not say that we 
should only strive after the likeness of the death 

and  resurrection of Christ, but he says that we have been 
“planted together with Christ in the likeness of His death and 
resurrection”! That word “planted together” or “grown into 
one” indicates a most intimate union with Christ. What can 
be a more intimate union than the one between a growing 
branch and its trunk? They are completely one body! The 
same life and sap as are in the trunk, are also in the branch. 
Their very being is one. What a wonder of the grace of God! 
The Lord Christ has thus Himself described the union 
between Himself and the faithful—namely, by the picture of 
the branches in the vine in John 15. There He speaks about 
this “growing together” with Him and says: “I am the vine, ye 
are the branches: he that abideth in Me, and I in him.” The 
same evening He also said to His heavenly Father plainly: “I 
in them, and Thou in Me, that they may be made perfect in 
one” (John 17:23). This certainly is a wonder of grace 
exceeding all our thoughts. 

And as the apostle here points out this intimate union 
with Christ, this “growing together” as the foundation for the 
sanctification, for the mortifying of the flesh and the walking 
in the new life, so also the Lord Christ says: “He that abideth 
in Me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for 
without Me ye can do nothing…  As a branch cannot bear 
fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, 
except ye abide in Me” (John 15:5, 4). We should hear and 
believe the Lord Himself and His apostle! 

There are many who do not speak about sanctification, 
and who have quite another doctrine with regard to it. They 
want to make people holy only by commandments, rules, and 
promptings, and do not pay attention to whether they have 
been united with Christ or not and whether they have 
become dead to the law and live in faith or not. May 
everybody be on his guard against this mighty delusion. It 
only creates “whited sepulchers,” hypocrites, and work-
saints. Moreover this delusion is implanted in the nature of 
us all, when we are inclined to think that we ourselves have 
power to do the will of God if we only really make an effort. 

Then for all the days of your life remember this: when 
the apostle wanted to announce the doctrine of sanctifica-
tion, he did not begin by giving only commandments and 
rules. Neither did he begin by only punishing, admonishing, 
and urging. No, he first writes about the foundation and 
condition of all true sanctification—namely an intimate 
union with Christ. We have been “planted together.” We are 
“dead with Christ” (Romans 6:8). We are “buried” with Him 
and “risen” with Him (Colossians 2:12).  Such things must 
come first, he says. The apostle also begins the admonition 
part of the epistle to the Colossians with the words: “If ye 
then be risen with Christ,” “for ye are dead” (Colossians 3:1, 
3).  And when the Lord Himself explains how we shall be able 
to bear fruit, He says: “If ye abide in Me…  As the branch 
cannot bear fruit of itself” (John 15:7, 4). 

Oh, when shall we become free from the unhappy 
foolishness whereby we expect fruit before the tree has even 
yet been planted?  When shall we become free from the deep 
imagination that we ourselves have power to bear good fruit? 

If you have not been planted together with Christ, then it 
is impossible for you to bear good fruit. On the other hand it 
is equally impossible for you to be without fruit, if you are in 
a real union with Christ.  As He Himself says: “He that abideth 
in Me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit.” 
When He says: “A branch in Me that beareth not fruit,” He 
speaks about those who have “a name that they live, and are 
dead” (Revelation 3:1). But about everything that really lives 
in Him, He says that it bears fruit, some an hundredfold, 
some sixtyfold, some thirtyfold. It is impossible that Christ 
and His Spirit could dwell in us without accomplishing 
anything. 

Do you only live “to yourself” according to the way of 
this world? Do you do what your flesh and mind like? Are you 
unfamiliar with the mind that loves the law of God—the mind 
that attacks and curbs the old man? Then you can know that 
you do not live in union with Christ. And even though you 
have once been implanted with Him in baptism, or even 
though you now confess that you believe in and belong to 
Him, does not help you when you still live without being 
united with Christ. You have denied your covenant of 
baptism and are a branch broken off from Christ. And this 
way it becomes dryer and dryer. But God “quickeneth the 
dead, and calleth those things which be not as though they 
were” (Romans 4:17). He still always works great miracles.  
“Even when we were dead in sins, God hath quickened us 
together with Christ” (Ephesians 2:5).  He is “rich in mercy, 
for His great love” (Ephesians 2:4).  He still wants to work—
even with you—the miracle of which Christ said: “the dead 
shall hear the voice of the Son of God: and they that hear 
shall live” (John 5: 25). ~ 

Planted Together with Christ 
Author Unknown 

Submitted by Ralph and Barbara Somero; New Ipswich, New Hampshire  
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[Jesus said:] No man can come to me, except the Father which 
hath sent me draw him: and I will raise him up at the last day.  

John 6:44 

T 
HIS GOSPEL TEXT TEACHES EXCLUSIVELY of the Christian 
faith, and awakens that faith in us; just as John, 
throughout his whole Gospel, simply instructs us how 

to trust in Christ the Lord. This faith alone, when based upon 
the sure promises of God, must save us, as our text clearly 
explains. And in the light of it all, they must become fools 
who have taught us other ways to become godly. All that 
human ingenuity can devise, be it as holy and luminous as it 
may, must tumble to the ground if man be saved in God’s 
way—in a way different from that which man himself plans. 
Man may forever do as he will, he can never enter heaven 
unless God takes the first step with His Word, which offers 
him divine grace and enlightens his heart so as to get upon 
the right way. 

This right way, however, is the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Whoever desires to seek another way, as the great multitudes 
venture to do by means of their own works, has already 
missed the right way; for Paul says to the Galatians: “If 
righteousness is through the Law,” that is, through the works 
of the Law, “then Christ died for naught” (Galatians 2:21). 
Therefore I say man must fall upon this Gospel and be broken 
to pieces and in deep consciousness lie prostrate, like a man 
that is powerless, unable to move hand or foot. He must only 
lie motionless and cry: Almighty God, merciful Father, now 
help me! I cannot help myself. Christ, my Lord, do help now, 
for with only my own effort all is lost! Thus, in the light of 
this cornerstone, which is Christ, everyone becomes as 
nothing; as Christ says of Himself in Luke 20:17-18, when he 
asks the Pharisees and scribes: “What then is this that is 
written. The stone which the builders rejected, the same was 
made the head of the corner? Every one that falleth on that 
stone shall be ‘broken to pieces; but on whomsoever it shall 
fall, it will scatter him as dust” (Psalm 118:22). Therefore, we 
must either fall upon this stone, Christ, in all our inability 
and helplessness, rejecting our own merits, and be broken to 
pieces, or He will forever crush us by His severe sentence and 
judgment. It is better that we fall upon Him than that He 
should fall upon us. For this reason the Lord says in this 
Gospel: No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent 
me draw him: and I will raise him up at the last day.  

He must surely perish whom the Father does not draw. 
Thus it is decreed, that whoever does not come to this Son 
must be condemned forever. The Son is given to us only to 
the end that He may save us; besides Him, nothing saves us, 
either in heaven or on earth. If He does not help us, then 
nothing will. On this Peter says in the Acts of the Apostles (4:11-
12): This is the stone which was set at nought of you builders, which 
is become the head of the corner.   Neither is there salvation in any 
other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, 
whereby we must be saved. Where, in the light of this, are our 

theologians and professors who taught us that we become 
pious through our many good works? Here the great master 
Aristotle is put to shame, who proclaimed that reason strives 
for the best and always follows after the good. Christ says to 
this: No; if the Father comes not first and draws men, they 
must forever perish. 

Here all men must confess their incapacity and inability 
to do the good. Should one imagine he is able to do anything 
good of his own strength he does no less than make Christ 
the Lord a liar; he would rudely and defiantly come to the 
Father and in all rashness ascend to heaven. Therefore, 
where the pure and plain Word of God goes, it breaks into 
pieces everything that is exalted of man, it makes valleys of 
all their mountains, and all their hills it makes low, as the 
prophet Isaiah (40:4) says. Every heart that hears this Word 
must lose faith in itself, else it will not be able to come to 
Christ. God’s works do nothing but destroy and make alive, 
condemn and minister salvation. Hannah, the mother of 
Samuel, sings of the Lord: The LORD killeth, and maketh alive: he 
bringeth down to the grave, and bringeth up. (1 Samuel 2:6)  

Hence, a person who is thus smitten in his heart, by God, 
to confess that he is one who, on account of his sins, must be 
condemned, is like the righteous man whom with the first 
words of this Gospel God wounds, and because of that wound 
fixes upon him the band or cord of His divine grace, by which 
He draws him, so that he must seek help and counsel for his 
soul. Before he could not obtain any help or counsel from 
God, nor did he ever desire it; but now he finds the first 
comfort and promise of God, which Luke 11:10 records thus: 
For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; 
and to him that knocketh it shall be opened. From such promises 
will he ever continue to gain courage as long as he lives, and 
will ever win greater and greater confidence in God. Just as 
soon as he hears that grace is the work of God alone, he will 
desire it of God as from the hand of his gracious Father, who 
wishes to draw him. Now, if he is drawn by God to Christ, he 
will certainly experience what the Lord here says: I will raise 
him up at the last day. ~ 

On Faith, and Coming to Christ 
Martin Luther 

N EXT TO THE WORD OF GOD, music deserves the highest praise. The gift of language combined with the gift of 
song was given to man that he should proclaim the Word of God through Music. 

Martin Luther  
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Dear Children all around the globe, 
I hope this finds you all well and having a good day. The 

Christmas season is now behind us, but it does not have to be 
over, as we carry it in our hearts. How can one forget such a 
special birth as that of Jesus our Lord? 

We read about His birth and we know only a little about 
Him when He was young, and we read much about Jesus after 
He began His ministry. I would like to tell you about 
something that happened to Jesus when He was 30 years of 
age. This was right after John baptized Him and before Jesus 
actually began to teach. You can find this in St. Matthew 4:1-11. 

 

A 
FTER JESUS WAS BAPTIZED, He was led by the Spirit of 
God into the wilderness. He spent forty days and 
nights fasting and became very hungry.  

The devil was close by and could see Jesus was hungry 
and thought to tempt Him first with food. That sly old devil 
thought Jesus would surely want something to eat. He said, If 
thou be the Son of God, command that these stones be made bread. 
(Matthew 4:3)  

Jesus told him, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, 
but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God. (verse 4) 
You can see that Jesus was only concerned with doing His 
Father God’s will. He would not listen to the devil. 

Next, the devil took Jesus to Jerusalem and set Him on a 
very high point of the temple (church).  He told Jesus, If thou 
be the Son of God, cast thyself down: for it is written, He shall give 
his angels charge concerning thee: and in their hands they shall 
bear thee up, lest at any time thou dash thy foot against a stone. 
(verse 6)  

Jesus then said to the devil, It is written again, Thou shalt 
not tempt the Lord thy God. (verse 7)  

The devil knew he was not gaining in these attempts but 
he tried again. He must have thought, “Surely Jesus will be 
too weak to stand up to my next plan.” 

The devil had a plan to try something more impressive. 
He took Jesus up into a high mountain and showed Him all 
the kingdoms of the world, and their glory. He told Jesus that 
he would give Him power over all of it if Jesus would worship 
him. Jesus said to the devil, Get thee hence (away from here), 
Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and 
him only shalt thou serve. (verse 10) 

St Luke wrote: And when the devil had ended all the 
temptation, he departed from him (Jesus) for a season. (Luke 
4:13) There stood Jesus alone, but victorious, and yes, He 
was hungry. Angels then came and gave Him 
nourishment.  
We see that Jesus was victorious over the devil and He 
would serve only God. God's Word says we can 
overcome Satan, too. I can do all things through Christ 
which strengtheneth me. (Philippians 4:13) This is a good 
verse to recite to yourself when the devil is trying to 
cause you to fall. It will give you strength just as it 
states and will comfort you. God's Word is our strength 
and a place to run for safety. 
Jesus’ ministry had begun, and people all around the 
area talked much about Him because He had such 
wonderful power. He taught in their synagogues, 
healed the sick, the lame, the blind, the diseased, and 
those afflicted with devils; and many believed in Him. 
Multitudes followed Him from Galilee, Decapolis, 
Jerusalem, Judea, and beyond Jordan (verse 25). 
Jesus was so holy at His birth that people bowed and 
worshiped Him, and when He was older they still 
glorified and worshiped Him because He is so holy.  
Oh, yes, Jesus is so holy and wonderful that we should 
praise His name and glorify Him daily. 
 
The 100th Psalm says it well. It is a song of praise. 

Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all ye lands.  
Serve the Lord with gladness: come before his presence 

with singing.  
Know ye that the Lord he is God: it is he that hath made 

us, and not we ourselves; we are his people, and the sheep of 
his pasture.  

Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts 
with praise: be thankful unto him, and bless his name.  

For the LORD is good; his mercy is everlasting; and his 
truth endureth to all generations.  

I pray that each of you children will pray to God and ask 
Him to fill you with His Spirit and strength so you will be able 
to be strong over the devil when he tempts you on your 
Christian walk. God will certainly hear you and keep you all 
the days of your life. The devil will always bother God's 
people and we have to pray for strength to stay clear of him 
and serve God only. I pray God blesses you and keeps you 
strong. Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he 
will flee from you. (James 4:7) Jesus is our perfect example of 
standing against the wicked one. Thank You, Jesus! 

God's peace. 

Gwen Wilson 
Ridgefield, Washington 

Jesus Is Tempted in the Wilderness  
Children's P
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Christ in the Desert Ivan Kramskoi 
Courtesy of Wikimedia Commons 
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J 
EZEBEL BY ALL ACCOUNTS WAS an incredibly wicked 
woman as recorded in 1 and 2 Kings. She was the 
daughter of the king of Sidon and she married Ahab the 

king of Israel. As a domineering wife and a zealous 
worshipper of Baal she easily converted her husband to her 
belief system, leading the nation deeply into idolatry (1 Kings 
16:31) and inciting him to "work wickedness in the sight of 
the Lord" (1 Kings 21:25). She had no toleration for other 
religions, ordering the prophets of God to be killed on sight (1 
Kings 18:4). Her ruthless lust for power is pictured in her 
cruel treatment of a local landowner named Naboth who she 
had framed and had stoned to death so that Ahab could 
legally take possession of this man's land (1 Kings 21:15). 

There is nothing 
to like about Jezebel. 
Yet God loved her so 
much that He sent 
Elijah to call both 
Jezebel and her 
husband to repent 
of their unbelief. 
Elijah told Ahab, As 
the LORD God of Israel 
liveth, before whom I 
stand, there shall not 
be dew nor rain these 
years, but according to 
my word. (1 Kings 
17:1) This drought 
was to let Ahab 
and Jezebel know 
that the altars and 
groves they had set up for Baal worship in Israel were wrong 
(1 Kings 16:32, 33). The punishment was not meant to drive 
them away from God but to draw them unto Him. After three 
years and six months (James 5:17), God brought the rains but 
only after Elijah had a showdown with the prophets of Baal. 

Elijah gathered the people and all the prophets of Baal to 
Mount Carmel where he challenged the people to choose 
between Baal and God. And Elijah came unto all the people, and 
said, How long halt ye between two opinions? if the LORD be God, 
follow him: but if Baal, then follow him. (1 Kings 18:21) All 
witnessed God's power when His fire consumed the water-
soaked sacrifice (1 Kings 18:38), while the 450 prophets could 
not get Baal to do a thing (1 Kings 18:29). After witnessing 
God's consuming power, all the people …fell on their faces: and 
they said, The LORD, he is the God; the LORD, he is the God.  And 
Elijah said unto them, Take the prophets of Baal; let not one of them 
escape. And they took them: and Elijah brought them down to the 
brook Kishon, and slew them there. (1 Kings 18:39-40)  

Ahab hastened to Jezreel to inform Jezebel. When Jezebel 
learned of the defeat of Baal on Mount Carmel she hardened 
her heart, refusing to repent. In a rage she vowed to slay 
Elijah as he had done to the 450 prophets of Baal. Then Jezebel 
sent a messenger unto Elijah, saying, So let the gods do to me, and 
more also, if I make not thy life as the life of one of them by to 
morrow about this time. (1 Kings 19:2) Her vow was fulfilled some 
years later as she was killed by Jehu and eaten by dogs (2 
Kings 9:30-36; 1 Kings 21:23). She defiantly passed up yet one 
more call from God right before she was killed when Jehu 
asked, "Who is on my side? Who?" (2 Kings 9:32). 

If all that we conclude from this is that the deeds of even 
a few people can lead whole nations astray, we would miss 
God's plan of salvation which is clearly illustrated in the 
story of Jezebel. Scripture tells us of God's love toward all 
people and of how He wants all to be saved and none to be 
lost. Have I any pleasure at all that the wicked should die? saith the 
Lord GOD: and not that he should return from his ways, and live? 
(Ezekiel 18:23) Although God called Jezebel many times, it was 
Jezebel who rejected God and not the other way around. I 
gave her space to repent of her fornication; and she repented not. 
(Revelation 2:21) God warns us also that we will suffer the same 
eternal fate as Jezebel unless we answer God’s call, repent 
and gladly receive the spoken word of reconciliation. ~ 

Jezebel 
Charles Korhonen 
Tapiola, Michigan 

The Victory over Worry and Fear 

Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God.  
Philippians 4:6 

T 
HE VICTORY OVER A WORRIED and troubled heart is a greater knowledge of God’s presence. When you find fear and 
anxiety welling up in your heart, call upon Jesus in prayer. Jesus said “men (all of us) ought always to pray and 
not to faint (Luke 18:1).” Tell Him all your trouble, ask for the way forward to be lighted by His presence; for His 

promise is, I will never leave you or forsake you. Seek answers and solace in the Word of God. The Holy Spirit that is 
within will illuminate the heart and mind, bringing peace and calmness. Then thank the Lord for all the blessings He has 
freely bestowed upon an unworthy sinner.  

From our good God comes every good gift. He never changes. In Sunday School we learned to worship our great God 
with prayer, praise and thanksgiving. We should avail ourselves often; there is great benefit in so doing. Finally with the 
song writer, “Turn your eyes upon Jesus, look full in His wonderful face, and the things of earth will grow strangely dim 
in light of His glory and grace.” (Helen H. Lemmel) For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory 
that overcometh the world, even our faith. (1 John 5:4) 

God’s peace!               
Pastor Mark Matson 

Pasco, Washington 

Jezebel and Ahab Frederic Leighton 
Courtesy of Wikimedia Commons 
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Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also 
in me. In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not 
so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And 
if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and 
receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be 
also. And whither I go ye know, and the way ye know.  

John 14:1-4 

T 
HE LAST SPEECHES OF CHRIST TO HIS DISCIPLES, held 
partly in the upper room of the Passover feast, partly 
on the way to Gethsemane, are full of the most 

glorious cheer and comfort, whose value has in no wise 
suffered with the passing of time. There are few passages of 
Scriptures that are so replete with the merciful love of the 
Savior as these chapters. The very first words give the 
keynote of the entire discourse.  

Let not your hearts be troubled, excite themselves and 
you, fill you with anxiety and worry. The disciples, in that 
very night, would become witnesses of such agony and 
distress of soul as would make the stoutest heart quake and 
quail. And not only would their Master's suffering agitate 
their hearts, but they would eventually have to follow in His 
steps, though not in the same degree. So they were in need of 
comfort and assurance from the mouth of their Lord.  

But this is written not for their sakes, but for us, that we 
may learn to make use of this comfort for present and 
future trouble, and that every Christian, when he has been 
baptized and has placed himself in Christ's care, may and 
should yield to it and certainly expect that he will also 
meet with terror and fear which will make his heart weak 
and despondent, whether it be through one or various 
enmities and oppositions.  

Martin Luther  
But in this emergency the apostles and all disciples 

should trust God, yea, they should trust Christ as well, and in 
the same degree. They should put their trust in the almighty 
Father above, whose providence has ever watched over them. 
And if He should seem to them too distant and inaccessible, 
they should rely absolutely upon Him, their Master, who has 
ever, and in all emergencies, been their true Friend and 
Helper. Their trust in God would not be misplaced, nor 
should it lack firmness, for the Mediator between God and 
man was sitting before them, through whom God is 
reconciled to all men.  

Let others trust in, and boast of, their temporal power 
and fortune, you, however, comfort yourselves that you 
have a God, and know Him, and depend upon it that He 
is with you and can help you, as He has promised through 

the Word, and surely will not fail you, although everything 
be against you, but will assist, protect, and help you out, 
since you suffer all things for His sake.  

Martin Luther  
To emphasize the comfort of these assurances, the Lord 

reminds His disciples that in His Father's house there is room 
not only for Himself, but for them all, that they should have 
no harm on account of His leaving, but know that it was done 
for their benefit, that He wants to prepare and order their 
habitations with the Father, and that He wants to come back 
Himself to fetch them to the mansions, in order that they 
may occupy these habitations and remain where He is, thus 
having the certainty of both, of the mansions in heaven and 
of Christ Himself for all eternity. The mansions are there 
even now, by the love of the Father; but the trust in the 
Savior will bring them into the possession of all believers. As 
children of God, through faith in Jesus, they have a right and 
a part in the home of the Son. And Jesus, having made all 
preparations for their reception and eternal entertainment, 
will not leave His disciples to find their way above as best 
they can, but will complete His labor of love by coming again 
and receiving them to Himself and taking them along with 
Him to the places of their everlasting stay.  

There is the true home and fatherland of the Christians, 
in heaven with the Lord, where He wants them to be, in 
glorious, wonderful communion and union with Him. After 
the tedious and laborious pilgrimage of earth they there 
become partakers of the rest of the Lord. Heaven is the home 
of every Christian, just as soon as he has finished his earthly 
life. Jesus comes personally and guides the weary wanderer's 
footsteps to everlasting joy and blessedness.  

Jesus reminds His disciples that they knew both His goal 
and the way to that goal, the eternal home. He had given 
them the necessary information so often and in so complete a 
manner that they all should have had full knowledge, blessed 
assurance. Heaven is Christ's eternal home, as it is ours; and 
the way to heaven leads through Him, since faith in His 
redemption opens the portals of heaven. ~ 

Paul Kretzmann 
True Comfort 

So will I break down the wall that ye have daubed with untempered morter, and bring it down to the ground, so that the foundation 
thereof shall be discovered, and it shall fall, and ye shall be consumed in the midst thereof: and ye shall know that I am the Lord.  

Ezekiel 13:14 

I F THE WALLS OF OUR HOUSE OF FAITH are daubed with untempered mortar, then it will surely fall and be consumed when it 
is tried. The tempered mortar is the blood and redemption of our Lord Jesus, which binds us fast to Him, and to one 

another, and it will stand the test. God be thanked! 
Paul Coponen; Chassell, Michigan 

Submitted by Ralph and Barbara Somero; New Ipswich, New Hampshire 
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A  CHILDREN’S SONG SAYS: “The devil is a sly old fox; if I 
could catch him, I’d put him in a box. I'd lock the 
door and throw away the key for all the tricks he's 

played on me.” 
Genesis 3:1 calls the devil subtil which means sly, artful, 

cunning, crafty, deceitful, treacherous. Satan disguises 
himself as an angel of light, but his only goal is to lead people 
astray. He goes about as a roaring lion seeking whom he may 
devour. The devil is our great enemy, and Martin Luther 
wrote this of him: “The old malignant Foe E’er means us 
deadly woe; Deep guile and cruel might Are his dread arms in 
fight; On Earth is not his equal.” 

But maybe we fear the devil more than we ought. Please 
don’t misunderstand me! As Dr. Luther said, Satan is 
powerful, more powerful than any human on Earth. But let’s 
look for a moment at what the devil is not. 
• Satan is not omnipotent (all-powerful). Only Almighty 

God is the All Mighty One.  
• Satan is not sovereign. Only God has divine authority 

over all things, and nothing is outside of His control.   
• Satan is not omnipresent (in all places at the same time). 

The devil has deceived others to do his bidding, but only 
God is everywhere at once.  

• Satan is not omniscient (knowing everything). Only God 
is all knowing, able to discern the thoughts and intents of 
the hearts of humans. 

• Satan is not eternal. He is a created being; his beginning 
was much more honorable than his end will be. He was 
made an angel, but desiring to be God and warring 
against Him, was cast from heaven. The devil’s torment 
in the lake of fire will never end.  

• Satan is not holy, righteous or good. Well… that’s 
obvious. 

• Last but not least, Satan is not merciful or loving. He has 
no kindness or compassion within him. Only God is 
gracious to unworthy sinners who’ve waged war on Him. 
Only God is full of loving kindness and tender mercies to 
His wayward, lost children.  

 
The lyrics of “A Mighty Fortress” speak to the goodness 

of our God:  
A mighty Fortress is our God, A trusty Shield and Weapon; 
He helps us in our ev’ry need That hath us now o'ertaken. 
The old malignant Foe E’er means us deadly woe; 
Deep guile and great might Are his dread arms in fight;  
On Earth is not his equal. 
With might of ours can naught be done, Soon were our loss 
effected; 
But for us fights the Valiant One, Whom God Himself elected. 
Ask ye who this may be? Jesus Christ, it is He. 
As Lord of Hosts adored, Our only King and Lord;  
He holds the field forever. 
Though devils all the world should fill, All watching to devour us, 
We tremble not, we fear no ill, They cannot overpower us. 
For this world's prince may still Scowl fierce as he will, 
We need not be alarmed, For he is now disarmed;  
One little word o’erthrows him. 
The Word they still shall let remain Nor any thanks have for it; 
He's by our side upon the plain With His good gifts and Spirit. 
Take they, then, what they will, Life goods, yea, all; and still, 
E’en when their worst is done, They yet have nothing won; The 
Kingdom ours remaineth. (Martin Luther) 

 
The Valiant One is on our side. Jesus the Christ was 

victorious over death and the devil, and we need not fear that 
sly old fox any longer. Satan has been a liar from the 
beginning, and the father of lies. He will try every trick to 
deceive us and lead us into unbelief, despair and other 
shameful sin and vice. Draw near to God, praying that He 
would guard and keep us so that in the end we will overcome 
and obtain the victory. Resist the devil, strong in faith and 
submitted to God. Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the 
devil, and he will flee from you. Draw nigh to God, and he will draw 
nigh to you. (James 4:7-8)  

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in 
trouble. Therefore will not we fear, though the earth be 
removed, and though the mountains be carried into the midst 
of the sea; Though the waters thereof roar and be troubled, 
though the mountains shake with the swelling thereof.  

Psalm 46:1-3 
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Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I 
would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you 
unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also. And whither I go ye know, and the way ye know. Thomas saith unto him, 
Lord, we know not whither thou goest; and how can we know the way? Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: 
no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.  

John 14:1-6 

P 
RAYERFULLY LET THIS BE OUR TEXT for today. The timing of this Scripture is very important. It was after the Last (Lord’s) 
Supper, so it was on Thursday night, before Jesus was crucified. Why do I say this is important? Because when Jesus 
says, Let not your heart be troubled, He is talking about those things to come. Jesus knew that when He would be put to 

death the next day, those closest to Him would have some very dark and sad times ahead. So Jesus spoke these words of 
comfort unto them!  

We today can also believe these words of comfort if God allows! Not only can we be comforted about those things that have 
already happened, but we are also instructed not to be troubled about the future. What comfort! How often do we worry about 
the future! We often fear the worst is going to happen. Jesus says, Let not your heart be troubled. Come what may come, we are 
the Lord’s! Fear not! The angels proclaimed this, and God is still speaking this through His Word to us even today. Let not your 
heart be troubled. 

Then Jesus begins to say that He is going (He has gone already) to prepare a place for us! Imagine… first Jesus came and 
died for you and me, taking our entire sin debt upon Himself. He paid a debt He did not owe, because we had a debt we could 
not pay. Jesus paid it all; all to Him I owe! Jesus has prepared a place in heaven for all who believe.  

What must man believe?  The last verse in our text gives the key. This is what we must believe: we must believe Jesus when 
He said: I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.  

Do you believe this, dear friend? We are to believe this not for someone else, but for ourselves. Do you believe that Jesus is 
the ONLY WAY? That Jesus is Truth? And that in Him and Him only is life? Do you believe your sins are blotted out and covered 
by the precious blood of Jesus, and in His Holy name you can believe them all forgiven? Do you believe in the life-giving power 
of Jesus? Do you believe that He is the Life, and that through His resurrection, you have endless life in Him?  

Dear Lord, give us power today to enter into His rest, always believing solely and completely in the completed work of 
Jesus Christ for our salvation! ~ 

For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 
Not of works, lest any man should boast. For we are his workmanship, created in Christ 
Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.  

Ephesians 2:8-10 
When we have no fear of the Lord and we instead presume to come before the Lord 
bustling with self-confidence in our own accomplishments, enjoying ourselves in our 
works, as Luther puts it, our works are deadly sins even if we think they are done with 
the help of grace. For then our works stand between us and God; they usurp the honor 
belonging only to God. This is a transgression of the first commandment. The self sets 
itself as an idol. Piety is no protection. 

Gerhardt O. Forde 
The sinless, impeccable Christ, at the end of His sojurn among men, suffered death, which no one has to undergo except 
sinners; for death is the wages of sin. There is only one explanation of the death of the incarnate Son of God - it is 
substitutive, or vicarious, just like His life under the Law. Jesus died the death which sinners had deserved to die, and by 
His redeeming love, God purposes to regard the death of His Son as the death which He would have to inflict upon every 
sinner for breaking the Law. 

C.F.W. Walther 

Let Not Your Heart Be Troubled 
John Ruotsala, Foreign Mission Administrator 

New Ipswich, New Hampshire 


