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Let Us Bless America
“So it now goes everywhere. Now that the end of the
world is approaching the people rage and rave most
horribly against God, and blaspheme and damn God’s
Word, though they well know that it is God’s Word and
the truth. Besides, so many fearful signs and wonders are
appearing, in the heavens and among all creatures, which
threaten them terribly, and it is a wicked, miserable
time, even worse than that of Jeremiah.”
Martin Luther
Preface to the Prophet Jeremiah
URING MOST OF MARTIN LUTHER’S LIFE he believed the
end of the world was imminent. In 1526 he thought
it impossible that he could finish translating the Old
Testament before Christ would return. Fortunately, Luther
not only finished the Old Testament, he completed the whole
Bible in 1534, which became the model for successive
translations into vernacular languages in many places. Much
beyond his expectations we have been blessed with more
than 500 years to enjoy the Word he so loved, and we will
commemorate the beginning of his labor 505 years ago in
October.
So it is in times of foment and chaos, many people begin
to believe that the days are growing short and certainly can
get no worse. Often we hear the same musings in our own
era. Thus we must take pause and remember that our times
are in God’s hand. Only the Lord knows the end so we are
simply to be about our Father’s business. We cannot be so
consumed with signs of the times that we lose sight of the
sign of the time, Jesus Christ and the proclamation of the
Word to the world. Around us is so much chaos and
uncertainty that it’s often difficult to keep from being
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distracted by events, controversies and other happenings
that sweep us up and cause us to begin to speak in the
language of condemnation and darkness instead of that of life
and light.
On this 246th birthday of the United
States of America it is good to be
reminded that we are not only citizens
of this wonderful country but also of
the heavenly kingdom, children of the
Almighty together with all His
offspring throughout the world. We must be a consistent
example that testifies of the faith that we hold so dear,
undiminished in our commitment because times are difficult.
There is so much hate being evidenced in our world and
nation in shootings, acts of terror and incredible vitriol
directed for political ends. It is almost as if we’ve lost our
human mind and become mindlessly brutish. We, however, as
the scripture tells us have the mind of Christ, let us employ
that mind in the imitation of Him who so loved the world
that He gave His only Son for it. Let us speak the language of
life and light to a troubled world that will bring a new time of
renewal to God’s cherished human race. During this month
we will often hear the words; “God bless America.” Let us
indeed bless our nation and world with God’s light and love
in the beauty of the Gospel. Let us consistently represent
Jesus Christ in the world that in us and through us people
may see our Lord and so be moved to civility and peace. Let
us so bless America.
My little children, let us not love in word, neither in
tongue; but in deed and in truth. (1 John 3:18)
God’s peace.

And the Lord appeared to Solomon by night, and said unto him, I have heard thy prayer, and have chosen this place to
myself for an house of sacrifice. If I shut up heaven that there be no rain, or if I command the locusts to devour the land, or
if I send pestilence among my people; If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and
seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their
land. Now mine eyes shall be open, and mine ears attent unto the prayer that is made in this place. For now have I chosen
and sanctified this house, that my name may be there for ever: and mine eyes and mine heart shall be there perpetually.
2 Chronicles 7:12-16

Christ Stilling the Tempest

Paul Kretzmann

cause Thee no worry that we are being destroyed?” They
include Him in their prayer, but are chiefly concerned about
their own welfare. Whether this was a cry of fear or an actual
reproach, at any rate they showed little faith in crying thus.
Jesus told them so even before He arose (Matthew 8:26). But
then He had compassion with their weakness. He suddenly
got up, He rebuked the wind and said to the sea: “Be quiet,
hold your peace.” And at His word the miracle was performed
before their wondering eyes. The wind did not merely die
down slowly, it ceased abruptly; and at once there was a great
quietness, all the more noticeable after the rushing turmoil
of a few minutes before. The boat was. now gently parting the
mirror-like surface of the calm sea. But then the Lord took
the opportunity of reproving His disciples very earnestly:
“How fearful are you in this manner! How is it that you have
no faith?” Their trust in the Lord, their confidence in His
almighty power, was still very weak and uncertain. More
than a dozen times Mark mentions this weakness.
Undoubtedly the chagrin and deep humility of Peter caused
him to dwell upon this point so often in his account of the
days and the Gospel of Jesus. The impression of the miracle
on the disciples was profound. They feared a great fear; they
felt utterly insignificant in the presence of this man who had
given them evidence of such superhuman power. They said
one to another: “Who, then, is this man that wind and sea
yield obedience to Him?” Each of the two was a wild, lawless
element; and yet He controls them as easily as though such
an experience were an every-day occurrence with Him! Note
the pictorial vividness of Mark’s narrative:
Evening, the sudden departure, the convoy
of ships, the violence of the storm, the ship
all but sinking, the image of Him that slept
on the ship’s pillow, the reproach of the
distressed men that Jesus cared not, the
words of rebuke to the wind, the strong
reproof of the disciples, their great fear,
and its effect.
The evangelist here pictures Jesus, the Lord
of the universe, who commands the sea,
and it gives Him unquestioning obedience. The man Jesus is
the almighty God. With His human voice He restored peace in
the uproar of the elements. His human nature possesses also
the divine glory and majesty! Jesus is an almighty man, was
an almighty man even when He was here on earth in the
midst of His humiliation. From that little nutshell of a boat,
even while He was asleep, He governed heaven and earth,
land and sea. Only His divine majesty was covered by the
form of a servant. And as He did then, so He does now: He
uses His divine power, His omnipotence, in the interest, in
the service of men, especially of His disciples, of His believers.
That is the comfort of this story. ~

And the same day, when the even was come, he saith unto
them, Let us pass over unto the other side. And when they had
sent away the multitude, they took him even as he was in the
ship. And there were also with him other little ships. And
there arose a great storm of wind, and the waves beat into the
ship, so that it was now full. And he was in the hinder part of
the ship, asleep on a pillow: and they awake him, and say unto
him, Master, carest thou not that we perish? And he arose,
and rebuked the wind, and said unto the sea, Peace, be still.
And the wind ceased, and there was a great calm. And he said
unto them, Why are ye so fearful? how is it that ye have no
faith? And they feared exceedingly, and said one to another,
What manner of man is this, that even the wind and the sea
obey him?
Mark 4:35-41
The Departure—It was on the evening of the day on
which Christ had taught the people and His disciples in so
many parables. He was probably very tired from the strain of
speaking for many hours and desired a few hours of rest, so
He proposed to His disciples that they cross over to the other
side of the lake. They were with Him in the boat which He
had used as platform for speaking and could easily carry out
this intention, at least far more easily than to attempt to
break through the wall of solid humanity on the shore. They
simply left the people behind them as they hoisted sail and
moved away from the shore. There was no delay, but also no
special provision for the trip. Just as He was, without food or
refreshment of any kind, they took Him along. Even so, there
were some small boats that accompanied
theirs. They had proceeded for some
distance when a tornado-like storm broke
upon the lake, a phenomenon which was
by no means unusual in the deep valley
and kettle-like depression of the lake.
From all sides the waves rushed upon the
boat, rising so high as to fall down upon it
and thus filling it with water very quickly.
It was a real crisis, and one that was apt to
make the heart of the strongest and most
seasoned sailor quake with fear.
The Miracle—In the midst of all this turmoil Jesus, true
man as He was, tired out from the day's hard work, was
soundly asleep, lying in the stern of the boat, with His head
on the low bench or railing known as the “pillow,” used by
the helmsman to rest on when the ship follows the helm
without difficulty. But with His humanity thus visibly
portrayed, there was combined the divinity of Him that rules
all, in whose hand all the powers of nature are held securely:
the storm did not bother Him in the least. But the disciples
soon gave up what seemed to them an unequal struggle. They
roused Him from His sleep and said to Him: “Teacher, does it

God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets, Hath in these last days
spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds; Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person, and upholding all things by the word of his power, when he had by himself
purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high; Being made so much better than the angels, as he hath by
inheritance obtained a more excellent name than they.
Hebrews 1:1-4
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God Gives Strength

Sue Matson; Yacolt, Washington
Written in 2001

known, and even if we had, we would never have
terminated his life. A few of the medical people
told me that there were women in my church
that would not have hesitated to get rid of a
child like mine! If this accusation is close to you,
I beg you to repent. If you have even been
tempted in this matter, know that there is grace
and forgiveness from God, the Father of all. God
is the giver of all life. We cannot take this matter
into our hands. We know that God will provide a
way of escape from any temptation that comes
our way as it says in 1 Corinthians 10:13: There hath
no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is
faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are
able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye
may be able to bear it.
God is waiting for us to realize that we cannot do this on
our own. He wants us to ask for His help in every aspect of
our life. This pertains to every job we do in our home,
whether it is taking care of children, doing laundry, making
meals, etc. God has known from the beginning of your life
how many children you should bear. Are you willing to face
God on Judgment Day and tell Him that you were too tired or
that it was too hard because the children took away from
your time to do your own things? Is this where we have
wandered, dear sisters? Paul tells us women in 1 Timothy 5:6
that “she that liveth in pleasure is dead while she liveth.”
What a horrible condition! Dear heavenly Father, grant us
wisdom to do Thy will!
This is not a letter of judgment, because I do not know
who you are, but one of encouragement. God has given me
this experience so that I can tell you for a fact—God will give
you strength for each burden and temptation. Please turn to
God and ask Him for strength. At times I have been so weary
and burdened with the cares of my household that it seems
all I do is fall in my bed at night and groan. Not pray, groan!
But in the morning, after “casting all my cares upon him,” I
KNOW that “the eternal God is [my] refuge, and underneath
are the everlasting arms...” (Deuteronomy 34:27). He is
waiting for you to “cast all your care upon Him; for He careth
for you.” (1 Peter 5:7). Let us turn to Him with the little cares
of our households, as well as the larger burdens of
childbearing, and He will give us the desires of our hearts.
From a weak sister in the Lord.

Dear Sisters in the Lord,
Over the past few years, a
pressing matter has been on my
heart. I have not wanted to
write, but just today I heard
something that made me feel
like I should. My husband was
reading the story of Jonah to our
little ones and my heart
convicted me of being a Jonah.
So, I have decided I must write,
and may God bless these words
into each and everyone’s heart.
Four years ago, God gave Ted and I a very precious little
boy. One who was perfect in the eyes of God, but imperfect in
the eyes of man. This is our Timothy who has Down
syndrome and at birth, fused fingers. It was so hard for us to
accept at first and we grieved. That night, I had so many fears
and questions: What would people say? How would I take care
of this little boy? Is he all right physically? (They had taken
him immediately after birth to put him in ICU). But God did
not let us grieve too long. I tossed and turned in the hospital
bed and questioned God—just as Jonah had!
Because I had high blood pressure, a nurse checked on
me every hour. One of my nurses was a messenger straight
from God, and I do thank Him for her! She questioned me as
to what was causing my agitated state. I told her that I was so
worried—I was sure that God had made a mistake, and I was
NOT CAPABLE to take care of this baby. She left the room and
one hour later she was back. This time she came in, stood
near my bed, and said, “Sue, maybe you and your husband
have been praying for more love and patience in your home.
Well, I want to tell you that Timothy is the answer to that
prayer!” She left, and I started to cry because I knew that her
words were the truth! God actually put His arms around me
and I physically felt the comfort and peace that He poured
over me. He was with me and with His help, I WAS capable.
Now I look back and I see God’s guidance in everything that
has happened. I can also see the blessing that has been
brought to our home with our Timmy.
Now, I come to the purpose of my letter. After I had
Timothy, I had many contacts with different doctors and
nurses in our area. They all questioned me as to whether we
knew if Timothy was Down’s before he was born. We hadn’t

Jesus answered and said unto her, Whosoever drinketh of this water shall thirst again: But whosoever drinketh of the water
that I shall give him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall be in him a well of water springing up into
everlasting life.
John 4:13-14
HAT JESUS SAID OF THE WATER of Jacob’s well is true of everything that earth can offer. There is nothing in this
scene that can effectually quench the thirst of a human soul. Man is made for Eternity, and the things of Time
can never satisfy. Augustine spoke truly when he cried, “O God, Thou has made us for Thyself, and our souls
can never find rest until they rest in Thee.” But he who drinks the living water of the Gospel finds that which quenches his
thirst forever. Christ fully satisfies the heart that learns to confide in Him. The Word received in the power of the Holy
Spirit produces the new birth, thus giving everlasting life. This is the present possession of all who put their trust in the
Lord Jesus.

W

H. A. Ironside
Christian Monthly

3

July 2022

e
Pag
s
'
n
ldre
Chi

Fear and Revere the Lord

Gwen Wilson
Ridgefield, Washington

If thou seekest her as silver (precious metal), and searchest
for her as for hid treasures;
Then shalt thou understand the fear of the Lord, and find
the knowledge of God.
Proverbs 3:1-6: My son, forget not my law; but let thine heart
keep my commandments:
For length of days, and long life, and peace, shall they add to
thee.
Let not mercy and truth forsake (abandon) thee: bind them
about thy neck; write them upon the table of thine heart (put and
kept there like on cattle with a branding iron):
So shalt thou find favour and good understanding in the sight
of God (He comes first) and man.
Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and
lean not unto thine own understanding.
In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he
shall direct thy paths.

Dear Children,
Hello and God’s peace is wished to each of you. I pray
your day is going well. Did you know that starting your day
with even a short prayer and some Bible reading can be most
helpful? It takes our thoughts off of us and gives the Lord
praise and sets the day on a better path. Oh, I can say it
doesn’t always work but then I have to say that for me it’s
because I so quickly took my focus from the best and turned
to myself. We can always put our trust in the words of the
Bible and find encouragement, peace and hope. I pray your
walk as a Christian bearing good fruit will be important every
day from a very young age. That is God’s will. Seek and you
will find.

I

HAVE BEEN READING THE PROVERBS, and
Solomon had a lot of encouraging words
toward his son. Several of the first
chapters begin with, “My son…” The whole of
I pray that you children will always
the Proverbs is warning the young of the
seek the Lord in all your needs and
dangers and temptations that will be all about
praise Him for all He does for you, and
them/us as we walk as children of God.
all He is waiting and willing to yet do
There is also much encouragement in the
for you.
verses. Proverbs, chapter 1, verses 1-9:
The verse that speaks of length of days
The proverbs of Solomon the son of David,
and a long life, I feel is something we
king of Israel.
can take for our natural life here, but
To know wisdom and instruction; to perceive
as we know many young have not had
(become aware of) the words of understanding;
a long earthly life. More importantly,
To receive the instruction of wisdom (the
when one is a Christian believing in
quality of having experience, knowledge and
Jesus Christ and what He did for us on
good judgment), justice (having fairness,
the cross, that promise of a long life
seeking to make right that which is wrong),
certainly is ours when we go to
and judgment (the ability to make sensible
heaven.
conclusions), and equity (fairness);
King Solomon writing Proverbs
We can live the best life possible when
To give subtilty (cautiousness) to the simple,
Gustave Doré
Jesus lives in our hearts. Will we make
to the young man knowledge and discretion
mistakes, sin and go through difficult times? Yes, but we
(speaking without causing offense).
press on with a bright hope of being saved by faith through
A wise man will hear, and will increase learning; and a man of
grace, and in Christ alone.
understanding shall attain (desire) unto wise counsels (advice): To
Keep your armor of God always on, ready to face the foe.
understand a proverb, and the interpretation; the words of the wise,
Our God always goes before us and will keep us safe. Don't let
and their dark sayings.
the devil ever convince you otherwise. I pray you have a good
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge: but
rest of your day. I hope you have a safe summer.
fools despise wisdom and instruction.
God's peace.
My son, hear the instruction of thy father, and forsake not the
law of thy mother:
For they shall be an ornament of grace unto thy head, and
chains about thy neck.
The above verses all speak toward fairness,
righteousness, clear thinking, being wise, guarding the
tongue, endeavoring in one’s heart to do the will of the Holy
Father, keeping our feet from slipping.
•
a short pithy saying in general use,
All this is possible through Jesus Christ. Go to God in
stating a general truth or piece of advice
prayer over whatever you need strengthening in and Jesus
the Mediator is ever ready to help.
•
a Bible proverb is a short saying that
Proverbs 2:1-5: My son, if thou wilt receive my words, and hide
expresses a universal truth for practical,
my commandments with thee; So that thou incline thine ear unto
godly living
wisdom, and apply thine heart to understanding;
Yea, if thou criest after knowledge, and liftest up thy voice for
understanding;

pro·verb
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God Said… And It Was So

Although Satan uses many arts of deception, twisting and
questioning the foundational truths in Genesis chapters 1-3
seems to be his central focus. If he is able to cause mankind
to question, doubt, and reason away the truths found in these
first three chapters of the Bible, then by extension, he is able
to bring the whole Bible into question and ultimately give
root to unbelief. We see the chaos and result of this becoming
ever more evident as people, societies, and governments
continue to harden their hearts against the Truth and live
contrary to God’s perfect design (Romans 1:18-32).

In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.
Genesis 1:1
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. The same was in the beginning with God. All things
were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that
was made.
John 1:1-3
And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our
likeness… So God created man in his own image, in the image
of God created he him; male and female created he them.
Genesis 1:26-27
For thou hast possessed my reins: thou hast covered me in my
mother's womb. I will praise thee; for I am fearfully and wonderfully
made: marvellous are thy works; and that my soul knoweth right
well. My substance was not hid from thee, when I was made in
secret, and curiously wrought in the lowest parts of the earth. Thine
eyes did see my substance, yet being unperfect; and in thy book all
my members were written, which in continuance were fashioned,
when as yet there was none of them.
Psalm 139:13-16
Whose image is upon us? Is it not the image of God? Is
His the image we reflect? Are we who God said we are?

In this often confusing world, it would be advantageous
for all of us to apply extra diligence in reading, studying,
committing to memory and teaching our young these first
three chapters of the Bible. Without them, the rest of the
Bible has no meaning.
And these words, which I command thee this day, shall be in
thine heart: And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children,
and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine house, and when
thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou
risest up. (Deuteronomy 6:6-7; see also v 20-21)
And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath: but bring
them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. (Ephesians 6:4)
As Christians, as parents, and especially as fathers, have
we neglected to teach and stress to our children the simple
foundational principles of creation, the fall of man in the
Garden, the remedy for sin and the significance and
consequence these have in our lives and eternal destiny?
Often we neglect and fail to realize the things which may
seem so basic, but which still need biblical training and
discipline.
This seems evident in Jesus’ reply to the Pharisees when
they asked if it was lawful to put away one’s wife for any
reason. Jesus seems almost incredulous and exasperated by
their question: Have ye not read, that he which made them at the
beginning made them male and female, And said, For this cause
shall a man leave father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife:
and they twain shall be one flesh? He then adds this statement:
Wherefore they are no more twain, but one flesh. What therefore
God hath joined together, let not man put asunder. (Matthew 19:4-6)
He is saying, “These things were established in creation and
‘written.’ How can you question and be ignorant of them?”

And the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, and
he slept: and he took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh instead
thereof; And the rib, which the Lord God had taken from man, made
he a woman, and brought her unto the man. And Adam said, This is
now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh: she shall be called
Woman, because she was taken out of Man. Therefore shall a man
leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and
they shall be one flesh. And they were both naked, the man and his
wife, and were not ashamed. (Genesis 2:21-25)
Whoso findeth a wife findeth a good thing, and obtaineth
favour of the Lord. (Proverbs 18:22)
Marriage is honourable in all, and the bed undefiled: but
whoremongers and adulterers God will judge. (Hebrews 13:4)
Did God really create us male and female? Did He really
intend for marriage to be one man and one woman?
And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of
the garden thou mayest freely eat: But of the tree of the knowledge
of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou
eatest thereof thou shalt surely die. (Genesis 2:16-17)
Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field
which the Lord God had made. And he said unto the woman, Yea,
hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden? (3:1)
And Adam called his wife's name Eve; because she was the
mother of all living. Unto Adam also and to his wife did the Lord God
make coats of skins, and clothed them. (3:20-21)
Are we clothed with the garments of salvation and
covered with the robe of righteousness (Isaiah 61:10)?
Or are we still trying, like Adam and Eve, to cover
ourselves and hide from God?

Without these basic principles it is difficult, if not
impossible, to navigate our way through life and we will
become easily swayed by the emotions and erroneous
ideologies of the day when confronted or challenged by
them. When faced with these questions, can we, with full
confidence, answer as Jesus answered when He was tempted
of the devil: “It is written”? We can! God’s Word is living and
powerful!
For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than
any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul
and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the
thoughts and intents of the heart. Neither is there any creature that
is not manifest in his sight: but all things are naked and opened
unto the eyes of him with whom we have to do. (Hebrews 4:12-13)

The question that Satan asked Eve in the beginning,
when man fell into sin, continues to be asked still today:
“Hath God said?” Satan and his minions continue to
cunningly deceive many with this same question.
Christian Monthly
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We must also remember that Truth is not dependent on
or subject to whether one believes it or not; Truth is absolute!
Do not allow the teachings that erode the foundations of
morality and diminish the power of the Gospel to persuade us
that “the soul who sins shall die” is not simple verity (Ez 18:4).
Pray that God will give wisdom and discernment in this
confusing and tumultuous time.
Pray for our marriages, that they would be in accord with
God’s perfect design. Pray that they would not be a cause of
stress or confusion in our children’s lives but rather would be
an example of peace, happiness, affection, devotion, and
security.
Pray for and encourage our children and youth, that they
would be given strength and courage to stand firm in the face
of adversity and grow to be resolute men and women of faith,
unswerving with the continual vicissitudes in people,
cultures, and times.
Let us render to God the things that are God’s. May the
refining fire of His redemptive love burn away the dross from
our lives so His image upon us will shine forth as a beacon of

hope and truth to our families, to those around us, and to a
confused and dying world.
Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us,
that we should be called the sons of God: therefore the world
knoweth us not, because it knew him not. Beloved, now are we the
sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we
know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall
see him as he is. (1 John 3:1-2)
To God be the glory, great things He hath done… Let us
praise His Holy name!
Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God,
that he may exalt you in due time: Casting all your care upon him;
for he careth for you. Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary
the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may
devour: Whom resist stedfast in the faith, knowing that the same
afflictions are accomplished in your brethren that are in the world.
But the God of all grace, who hath called us unto his eternal glory by
Christ Jesus, after that ye have suffered a while, make you perfect,
stablish, strengthen, settle you. To him be glory and dominion for
ever and ever. Amen. (1 Peter 5:6-11) ~

The Lord Is Merciful

Pastor Nicholas Kandoll
New York Mills, Minnesota

Now the word of the Lord came unto Jonah the son of Amittai, saying, Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and cry against it; for their
wickedness is come up before me. But Jonah rose up to flee unto Tarshish from the presence of the Lord, and went down to Joppa; and he
found a ship going to Tarshish: so he paid the fare thereof, and went down into it, to go with them unto Tarshish from the presence of the
Lord. But the Lord sent out a great wind into the sea, and there was a mighty tempest in the sea, so that the ship was like to be broken. Then
the mariners were afraid, and cried every man unto his god, and cast forth the wares that were in the ship into the sea, to lighten it of them.
But Jonah was gone down into the sides of the ship; and he lay, and was fast asleep. So the shipmaster came to him, and said unto him, What
meanest thou, O sleeper? arise, call upon thy God, if so be that God will think upon us, that we perish not. And they said every one to his
fellow, Come, and let us cast lots, that we may know for whose cause this evil is upon us. So they cast lots, and the lot fell upon Jonah. Then
said they unto him, Tell us, we pray thee, for whose cause this evil is upon us; What is thine occupation? and whence comest thou? what is
thy country? and of what people art thou? And he said unto them, I am an Hebrew; and I fear the Lord, the God of heaven, which hath made
the sea and the dry land. Then were the men exceedingly afraid, and said unto him. Why hast thou done this? For the men knew that he fled
from the presence of the Lord, because he had told them. Then said they unto him, What shall we do unto thee, that the sea may be calm
unto us? for the sea wrought, and was tempestuous. And he said unto them, Take me up, and cast me forth into the sea; so shall the sea be
calm unto you: for I know that for my sake this great tempest is upon you. Nevertheless the men rowed hard to bring it to the land; but they
could not: for the sea wrought, and was tempestuous against them. Wherefore they cried unto the Lord, and said, We beseech thee, O Lord,
we beseech thee, let us not perish for this man's life, and lay not upon us innocent blood: for thou, O Lord, hast done as it pleased thee. So
they took up Jonah, and cast him forth into the sea: and the sea ceased from her raging. Then the men feared the Lord exceedingly, and
offered a sacrifice unto the Lord, and made vows. Now the Lord had prepared a great fish to swallow up Jonah. And Jonah was in the belly of
the fish three days and three nights. (Jonah 1:1-17)
JONAH WAS A PROPHET OF GOD. Most people think a prophet is someone who tells the future. In the Old Testament prophets do
tell the future, but the idea of a prophet as a fortune teller is more pagan than biblical. The office of prophet in the Bible is not
about what they say but it’s about who told them to say it. A prophet in the biblical sense is someone who God calls to give His
Word to the people. Jonah’s whole job was to say what God had given him to say to the people that God told him to say it to.
Now the Ninevites were terrible brutal people. They were terrible in every sense of the word. Utter evil. And Jonah hated
them for it. So when the Lord tells him to go deliver the message to the Ninevites, Jonah figures it is better for him to run away.
This can be puzzling. Jonah would, more than likely, be pleased with the destruction of the Ninevites. So why does he run? The
answer lies in the end of the book. Jonah runs because he knew deep down in his soul that God is merciful. And he knew that if
the Ninevites repented God would stay his wrath. He didn’t want God to be merciful to the Ninevites, so he ran.
When you read the book of Jonah, you find that pretty much everyone obeys God but his prophet Jonah. The sailors, the
Ninevites, the great fish, even the plant. This account shows us that we ought to be obedient to the Lord even if we don’t see
the big picture.
In our day and age we have a similar role to Jonah. God has entrusted us with His Word and commanded that we preach it.
Jesus died for sinners; no one is beyond His grace. Even our disobedience is forgiven by Him.
We have the perfect opportunity to proclaim the saving work of Jesus to a world that in some ways is no different than the
Ninevites. The beautiful thing is that God is merciful and His Word works in even the hardest of hearts.
Thanks be unto God for his unspeakable gift. (2 Corinthians 9:15) ~
July 2022
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according to His good pleasure. We are to trust His response,
even if it is not the answer we had hoped for! We know that it
is the will of God that all people would be saved, so we should
often pray for our unbelieving friends and neighbors, that
God would call them to repentance and faith through His
Word.
The Apostle Paul used whatever terminology. Near the
end of his letter to the Philippian congregation, he gives
them (and us) a list of things to ponder. Finally, brethren,
whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest,
whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure,
whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good
report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on
these things. Those things, which ye have both learned, and
received, and heard, and seen in me, do: and the God of peace shall
be with you. (Philippians 4:8-9) The whatevers with which we
are to occupy our thoughts are anything and everything that
is true, honest, just, pure, lovely, and of good report. We are
to do anything and everything we have learned and received
and heard and seen in the witness of the beloved Apostle to
the Gentiles.
Paul also used whatever language to encourage the
Colossians: And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the
which also ye are called in one body; and be ye thankful. Let the
word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and
admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs,
singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. And whatsoever ye
do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving
thanks to God and the Father by him. (Colossians 3:15-17) Anything
and everything that we do is to be done in the name of the
Lord Jesus, with thankfulness for His incredible and abundant
mercy to sinners. We are made white as snow by His
cleansing blood. Paul even addresses the readers of his letter
to the Colossians as saints.

The word “whatever” is used in various ways in our
English language. In American culture today, we may use the
word in a way that expresses our indifference to a question.
“What kind of ice cream would you like, chocolate or
vanilla?” “Whatever.” In saying whatever we might mean
“no matter what,” as in, “Whatever happens, I’ll be by your
side.” Another common usage of whatever is the sense of “all
that,” as “I will buy the painting at whatever price.” Another
way we use whatever is to indicate anything or everything.
“Buy whatever you want from the clothing store.”
The King James term whatsoever is an archaic way of
saying whatever. Many passages in the Scripture use this
whatever (or whatsoever) construction.

T

HE PSALMIST USED THE EXPRESSION to encourage the

people of God. After the Babylonian exile, and at one
of the lowest points in the history of Israel, the
psalmist proclaimed: But our God is in the heavens: he hath done
whatsoever he hath pleased. (Psalm 115:3) The same God who
delivered the people of Israel from exile has delivered us
from sin and death. He has done anything and everything
necessary to save us! By sending His Son to earth as a human
to suffer, die and live again forevermore, he has conquered
Satan and the powers of hell.
Jesus used whatever language. He told the apostles: I will
give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever
thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever
thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. (Matthew 16:19)
According to the very words of Christ Himself, any and every
sin that is bound or loosed here on earth will remain bound
or loosed in the heavenly realms. The special power given by
Christ to His Church on earth binds unrepentant sinners to
their sins, which closes heaven to them, and releases
repentant sinners from their sins, opening heaven to them,
and making them citizens of the heavenly kingdom. Jesus
said, “Do not fear, little flock. It is your Father’s good
pleasure to give you the kingdom (Luke 12:32).”
The Apostle John used whatever vocabulary in his first
letter. Regarding prayer, he wrote: And this is the confidence
that we have in him, that, if we ask any thing according to his will,
he heareth us: And if we know that he hear us, whatsoever we ask,
we know that we have the petitions that we desired of him. (1 John
5:14-15) We are to pray according to the will and command of
God, and our petitions will be heard by our Father in heaven.
We are to pray in any and every circumstance, pouring out
our hearts to the One who loves us, and He will answer

Whatever we do,
whatever we say,
whatever think about,
let our minds be fixed
with unwavering focus on
our Lord Jesus Christ.
Thanks be to God for His
unspeakable gift! ~
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He Is in Our Ship

Pastor Chuck Bylkas
South Range, Michigan

And the same day, when the even was come, he saith unto them, Let us pass over unto the other side. And when they had sent
away the multitude, they took him even as he was in the ship. And there were also with him other little ships. And there arose a
great storm of wind, and the waves beat into the ship, so that it was now full. And he was in the hinder part of the ship, asleep on
a pillow: and they awake him, and say unto him, Master, carest thou not that we perish? And he arose, and rebuked the wind,
and said unto the sea, Peace, be still. And the wind ceased, and there was a great calm. And he said unto them, Why are ye so
fearful? how is it that ye have no faith? And they feared exceedingly, and said one to another, What manner of man is this, that
even the wind and the sea obey him?
Mark 4:35-41
OUR YEARS AGO, our local area experienced one of the most devastating storms in its history. Overnight, we received
over six inches of rain causing flash flooding, severely damaging many roads and homes. The storm caused upwards of
$50 million damage to our roads, homes and property. In addition to those losses, was the life of a twelve-year-old boy,
who died not long after the basement of his home collapsed upon him.
Perhaps our first instinct in these situations is to ponder why God allows them to happen. Does God really care? A week
after the storm, the appointed Gospel reading from Mark chapter 4 posed that very question. When the great storm arose, the
waves were so great that the ship was filling up with water. The fearful disciples looked to Jesus for help, and found Him
asleep. “Master, carest thou not that we perish?” It is significant to note that Jesus’ presence in the ship did not keep the storm
from coming. The presence of the storm does not signify the absence of God. The same is true for us, when we face the storms
of this earthly life. Just because we are God’s children does not mean that we will never face troubles in this world. Peace is not
the absence of conflict, it is the presence of God. The disciples did the right thing when the storm arose. They looked for Jesus.
And they found Him in their ship.
Does God care? He certainly does. God cares so much about the storm of sin that He sent Jesus to die in our place. And He is
the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world. (1 John 2:2) God cares so much about the
storm of death that He has destroyed its power through the death and resurrection of Jesus. God cares so much about the
storm of suffering that He sent His Son to suffer along with us, in order that He might finally put an end to all suffering. These
things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome
the world. (John 16:33) We need not look far for God in the midst of our trials. He is in our “ship.”
In the aftermath of the storm, we saw signs of God’s presence all around us. Neighbors helping neighbors. Churches and
relief agencies opening their buildings to provide supplies for the needy. Volunteers from near and far helping victims clean
up and repair their homes. God’s children from all over the country and abroad upholding us in prayer. God is present. God is
present in the Body of His Son. And, He is present in the continued proclamation of the glorious Gospel of His Son, Jesus Christ.
May God grant us all strength as we journey through the storms of life, resting in His gracious and unfailing promises.
…Fear not: for I have redeemed thee, I have called thee by thy name; thou art Mine. When thou passest through the waters, I will be
with thee; and through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee: when thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be burned; neither shall
the flame kindle upon thee. For I am the Lord thy God, the Holy One of Israel, thy Saviour… (Isaiah 43:1-3) ~
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Does Jesus care when my heart is pained Too deeply for mirth or song;
As the burdens press, and the cares distress, And the way grows weary and long?
Does Jesus care when my way is dark With a nameless dread and fear?
As the daylight fades into deep night shades, Does He care enough to be near?
Does Jesus care when I’ve tried and failed To resist some temptation strong;
When for my deep grief I find no relief, Though my tears flow all the night long?
Does Jesus care when I’ve said goodbye To the dearest on earth to me,
And my sad heart aches till it nearly breaks—Is it aught to Him? does He see?
O yes, He cares—I know He cares! His heart is touched with my grief;
When the days are weary, the long nights dreary, I know my Savior cares.
Frank E. Graeff (1901)

