
And it shall come to pass, when your children shall say 
unto you, What mean ye by this service? That ye shall say, It is 
the sacrifice of the Lord's passover, who passed over the 
houses of the children of Israel in Egypt, when he smote the 
Egyptians, and delivered our houses. And the people bowed the 
head and worshipped.  

Exodus 12:26-27 
Then the same day at evening, being the first day of the 

week, when the doors were shut where the disciples were 
assembled for fear of the Jews, came Jesus and stood in the 
midst, and saith unto them, Peace be unto you.  

John 20:19 

I 
N OUR YOUTH WE LEARN attitudes and behaviors through 
being taught as well as by observing how people relate 
to us and with one another. Our parents both instructed 

us as well as modeled (hopefully) the type of behavior that 
they wished to instill in us and in our lives at an early age.  

Sometimes we continue to do 
things without ever coming to 
understand why we do it. And because 
we do know the reason for its use, we 
tend to discount and disvalue that 
custom, tradition or practice.  The 
Lord recognized the tendency of this 
happening in the life of His people 
and so He instructed them to be ready 
to provide the answer to the young 
ones when they asked why they do 
the rituals that they do in their 
worship of the Lord.  The observance 
of the Passover pointed to the 
physical deliverance of their nation 
by the Lord from the slavery that they 
had been under in Egypt. 

At times I am asked a similar 
question by people who are not 
familiar with a long term custom that has been handed down 
over the years in the Apostolic Lutheran Church, wherein 
there is the handshake with the greeting of God’s Peace. In 
response to this question, I usually point to the greeting that 
Jesus gave to His disciples after He had risen from the dead, 
appearing before them who were huddled behind closed 

doors in fear that perhaps they would be put to death next. 
They were afraid.... But our Lord greeted them with these 
words: “Peace be unto you.”   

I go on to explain that because Jesus suffered our death, 
was buried and arose the third day on Easter morning, that 
God was now at peace with humankind and Jesus desired the 
disciples to be the first recipients of this informative, 
graceful and performative greeting.  Jesus was informing 
them that they had no reason to fear their God, for His wrath 
against sin was appeased in Himself (in Christ). God was at 
peace with them and now looked upon all mankind through 
the merits of His Son Jesus.  

They now were recipients of the peace of God through 
the merits of Christ by grace through faith. And now being 
partakers and possessors of His peace, they were then given 
the empowerment of the Holy Spirit so that by the mercies of 
God they presented their bodies as a living sacrifice in order 

to extend this peace unto others 
who yet were in ignorance of the 
peace that Christ had brought to all 
of mankind.   
Let us be reminded that in the 
simple greeting of God’s Peace, 
three things need to be kept in 
mind:   
—Jesus Christ is the One who is 
Peace and through His death, 
resurrection and ascension, He has 
secured peace for all mankind. 
—Through repentance and faith, we 
receive His peace and are infilled 
with His Spirit, the Holy Spirit. 
—Because we possess the peace of 
God, within us wells a deep desire to 
pass this amazing peace of God to 
others around us. 

Matthew 5:9 Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be 
called the children of God. 

God’s Peace to you today! May those words which are 
grounded in the grace of God through Jesus the Christ and 
which come from the heart of our Father God speak peace 
into your heart and soul today.  ~ 

July 2019July 2019July 2019July 2019    

God’s Peace—John 20:19-31 
Pastor Orval Wirkkala 

Kingston, Minnesota 
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For I have received of the Lord that which also I delivered 
unto you, That the Lord Jesus the same night in which he was 
betrayed took bread: And when he had given thanks, he brake 
it, and said, Take, eat: this is my body, which is broken for 
you: this do in remembrance of me. After the same manner 
also he took the cup, when he had supped, saying, This cup is 
the new testament in my blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, 
in remembrance of me. For as often as ye eat this bread, and 
drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord's death till he come. 
Wherefore whosoever shall eat this bread, and drink this cup 
of the Lord, unworthily, shall be guilty of the body and blood 
of the Lord.  

1 Corinthians 11:23-27 

T 
HE LORD’S SUPPER IS A MEANS OF GRACE. According to 
the doctrine of our church, the body and blood of 
Christ are truly present in the Supper, and are 

distributed to those who partake of it (Augsburg Confession, 
Article 10). 

Our church father Martin 
Luther battled fiercely over this 
question with the reformed who 
were in erroneous doctrine. He 
referred to the clear words of 
Scripture: This is my body. THIS IS. 
The elements in the Communion 
not only symbolize the body and 
blood of Christ, but Christ Himself is 
truly present in the Supper. At the 
conclusion of the Marburg Colloquy 
(1529) Luther had to testify of the 
Swiss reformers: “Yours is a 
different spirit from ours.” 

In another instance Luther avers: “What is the Sacrament 
of the Altar? It is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, within the bread and wine, instituted by Christ 
Himself for us Christians to eat and drink.” And just as it is 
said of Holy Baptism that “it is not simply water,” in the same 
way we say here: this sacrament is bread and wine, but not 
simply bread and wine which is normally served at the table. 
It is bread and wine “comprehended in God’s command and 
connected with God’s Word.” The Word must make the 
elements a sacrament (Luther’s Small Catechism). 

The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the communion of 
the blood of Christ? The bread which we break, is it not the 
communion of the body of Christ? (1 Corinthians 10:16) Today the 
question is, what really is the Lord’s Holy Supper? First, we 
must prove that the sacraments are not only seemingly 
unnecessary external ceremonies preserved because of the 
customs and traditions of the church. The question is of a 
sacrament which Jesus Himself instituted. Therefore, if we 
despise the Communion, whom do we despise? It is true that 
not all ordained priests who serve the Communion are pious, 
nor all in living faith. But the Communion is founded on the 
institution of Jesus. If the words of institution are correct, 
and if scriptural liturgical order and priesthood are in power, 
there the believer may confidently partake of the Supper. 
The hands of the Lord Jesus are then serving the Holy 
Sacrament through His servants. 

I will here present five traits which are contained in the 
blessing of the Sacrament: 

1. The Holy Communion is incomprehensible, a mystery. 
Deep mysteries are connected with the written and spoken 
Word, with Baptism, and also with Communion. The mind 
does not comprehend it all. There are matters which we 
believe only on the basis of God’s own declaration. Here God 
Himself ministers to us, nourishes and refreshes our weak 
faith. Holy Communion is a place of repose for tormented 
souls. We are permitted to be the recipients. 

2. The Holy Communion is a commemorative supper. In it 
we remember Jesus and His last meal upon this sinful earth. 
This do in remembrance of me. 

3. The Holy Supper is a repast of communion. As 
believers we are partakers of the same bread, the Bread of 
Life. We are at the meeting place which from age to age has 
been intended as the assembling place for His followers. Faith 
unites us in “mystic, sweet communion with those whose rest 

is won.” Thus the altar 
is, as it were, a boundary 
line. The invisible 
congregation in heaven 
is “on the other side” of 
the line. 
4. The Holy Communion 
is a meal of remission of 
sins. This is clearly 
stated in the words of 
institution. Its nature as 
a means of grace 
guarantees grace to 
believers. Just as 

Baptism is not simply water, neither is the Communion 
simply bread and wine, as already stated. Luther explains in 
the textbook of our childhood, the Small Catechism: “ In the 
sacrament, forgiveness of sins, life and salvation are given us 
through these words.” 

5. The Holy Communion is a repast of joy and hope. The 
Gospel always enkindles joy and hope in our hearts. So-called 
spiritual entertainment or rock-gospel do not bring these to 
us, for spiritual joy, that hidden joy of the heart, and 
superficial emotional “joy” are two different matters. 

The name of a book written by Richard Wurmbrand, well
-known Romanian priest and a present-day martyr who 
suffered much, is Glory in the Torture Chamber (Tortured for 
Christ). This object of communist terrorism can rejoice in his 
torture cell, while an archbishop who has become a merchant 
of biblical truth bears a restless or hardened conscience in 
the festivals of a cathedral or beside those who bow before at 
a table of lords. Let us remember that joy in the Lord is 
everlasting. The Lord’s Supper also revives in us the hope of 
eternal life. The words of a hymn express that already here 
amidst our pain and trouble we hear heaven’s hymn of 
victory which gives us strength to overcome.  

Amid trials and tribulations and in the furnace of one’s 
own sinfulness, the Christian’s eyes turn from the militant 
church toward the rejoicing church. Leonard Typpo 
expresses the emotions of the Lord’s people in a song of Zion: 

Jouko Talonen; Helsinki, Finland 
February 1996 CM 

What Then Really Is the Lord’s Supper? 
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“The heavy garment of our sin, Does press us to the ground 
So Jesus unto Thee we cry With ceaseless sighs profound, 
Until our dearest wish is filled, Corruption cast away, 
The Homeland Shore we’ve reached at last,  
With comfort, rest, for aye.” 
I yet present two viewpoints concerning Holy 

Communion. In our church, the custom becomes ever more 
prevalent that the preaching of confession or admonitions 
for serious self-examination for Communion guests are either 
left out entirely or are covered with generalities until the 
boundary between faith and unbelief is left as a gray area: 
“Come one and all!” Yet the Lord’s apostle gives a sober 
reminder: Wherefore whosoever shall eat this bread, and drink this 
cup of the Lord, unworthily, shall be guilty of the body and blood of 
the Lord. (1 Corinthians 11:27) 

A magical-mechanical (“opere operati, non opere 
operantis” that is: “the mechanical performance of the 
Supper makes it valid and effective, not the inward intent or 
disposition of the one who partakes of it”) concept of 
Communion was alien to the old fathers of Lutheranism. In 
his familiar explanation of Luther’s Small Catechism, 
Archbishop Olaus Swebelius asks straight-forwardly: “Is it 
beneficial for anyone to go to the Lord’s table without faith 
and spiritual eating and drinking?” Let us always remember 
how he answers: “No. Without faith and spiritual eating and 
drinking, the sacramental eating and drinking which occur in 
the Communion is of no avail, but become to such a one more 
for damnation than for salvation.” 

It is therefore true that unbelieving Communion guests 
also receive the true body and blood in the Communion, but 
it becomes to them condemnation. In the same way, Holy 
Baptism becomes condemnation to those who neglect daily 
repentance and the drowning of our ever-present “old man” 
after Baptism. Surely there is possibility for repentance, but 
we cannot condone erroneous use of the means of grace, and 
thus pacify unbelievers by them, into peace of their sin and 
hardened condition. 

Now that we have established that sacraments are an 
institution of the Lord, secondly, we are to remember that to 
believers, even to the heavenward traveler who must journey 
with weak faith, the Holy Communion is a resource by which 
he can be strengthened and preserved in faith. Jesus said, As 
oft as ye drink it. Thus, let us not only go to Communion at 
“big meetings” or special occasions, but rather may this 
means of grace be to us a continuous spring of blessing! Do 
not be concerned about the faith of the one who administers 
the Communion. Do not glance about you in your home 
congregation at people you may deem to be Pharisees or 
followers of some “false spirituality” or at those you think 
have “come to faith in the wrong way.” That is their problem. 
Each one shall answer for his own sins. And let us be humble 
in faith. Many that are first shall be last, and last shall be 
first. But the Holy Supper is for you a heavenly manna, a 
communion of believers, a consolation and refreshing from 
the hand of the Lord. As oft as ye drink it, do it in remembrance of 
me. Our Lord did not give the keys to His church in vain, nor 
is Holy Baptism an empty seal, nor did He establish the Holy 
Communion as a time of pleasure. In the heat of our spiritual 
battle, we need all the means of grace. We cannot despise any 
of them. Through them the Lord strengthens and refreshes 
us on our journey to eternity so that it would redound to our 
everlasting benefit. ~ 

 

            Sing, My TongueSing, My TongueSing, My TongueSing, My Tongue    
 

Sing, my tongue, the glorious battle;  
Sing the ending of the fray. 

Now above the cross, the trophy,  
Sound the loud triumphant lay: 

Tell how Christ, the world’s Redeemer,  
As a victim won the day. 

 
Tell how, when at length the fullness  

Of th’ appointed time was come, 
He, the Word, was born of woman,  

Left for us His Father’s home, 
Blazed the path of true obedience,  
Shone as light amidst the gloom. 

 
Thus, with thirty years accomplished,  

He went forth from Nazareth,  
Destined, dedicated, willing,  

Did His work, and met His death; 
Like a lamb He humbly yielded  
On the cross His dying breath. 

 
Faithful cross, true sign of triumph,  

Be for all the noblest tree; 
None in foliage, none in blossom,  

None in fruit your equal be; 
Symbol of the world’s redemption,  
For the weight that hung on thee! 

 
Unto God be praise and glory:  

To the Father and the Son, 
To th’ eternal Spirit honor  

Now and evermore be done; 
Praise and glory in the highest,  

While the timeless ages run. 
 

Author: Venantius Honorius Clementianus Fortunatus 
Translator: J. M. Neale  

 

For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. 
And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all 
principality and power: In whom also ye are circumcised 
with the circumcision made without hands, in putting off 
the body of the sins of the flesh by the circumcision of 
Christ: Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are 
risen with him through the faith of the operation of God, 
who hath raised him from the dead. And you, being dead in 
your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he 
quickened together with him, having forgiven you all 
trespasses; Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that 
was against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of 
the way, nailing it to his cross; And having spoiled princi-
palities and powers, he made a shew of them openly, 
triumphing over them in it.  

Colossians 2:9-15 
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Dear Children all across the land, 
Hello once again to each of you. I hope you are having a 

good day. One thing I know right here from my chair is that if 
you are hearing this read to you or are reading it yourself, 
God did a miracle in giving you life for today. I need to 
remember to thank Him each day I wake in the morning. Our 
God is an awesome God! 

My thoughts are on the wonder of God’s hand in creating 
each of us and how He knows EVERY LAST DETAIL about us.  
Let’s look in Psalm 139 and see what it says. 

 
Verse 1- O Lord, thou has searched me and known me. 

I 
N THIS FIRST VERSE WE KNOW ALREADY that there is nothing 
we can hide from God. You all know what it is to search 
for something you have misplaced or maybe you are 

trying to do a real good job of cleaning your bedroom and 
you want to make sure you have looked in every corner to be 
sure you clean it super good, or maybe a dish has broken and 
you are asked to help clean it up and you search very 
carefully for every piece to be sure no one steps on any and 
hurts themselves. In any of these you are going to know in 
your heart where everything is in the room and you will 
know that the job was done well. 

The Lord sees into your mind and your heart as if it were 
a room and He knows what’s been in there and He sees what 
is there at this very moment. I pray that you have good 
things in your heart and mind, and the most important is 
that Jesus is found there. 

The Lord knows when we sit down and when we rise up 
and He knows our thoughts. Good or not. 

Verse 3 -Our Lord has our path protected on all sides, 
even where we lay down. He knows everything about how we 
think and act. He knows why you do the things you do, He 
knows when and why you may be feeling hurt, sad, happy, 
angry, hopeful, anxious, strong, etc. 

Verse 4 – There is not one word that we speak, that the 
Lord knew it before we spoke and after we spoke. So we must 
be careful of our thoughts as many times our thoughts come 
out in words that people hear. We want them to hear good 
things, right? And more importantly we want God and Jesus 
to hear us saying good things. 

Verse 5 – Thou has beset (surrounded) me behind (at your 
back) and before (already ahead of you), and laid thine hand 
upon me. 

Verse 6 – Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is high 
(only of God). I cannot attain (find an end) to it. 

Do you see in these verses how much He CARES?! God is 
very protective of His children. There are times when we 
don’t think He is there, but believe me, He is ALWAYS there. 
The devil wants us to doubt and we should never listen to 
him. There is no end to God’s love and care for us. WOW! 

Verse 7 – Whither (where) shall I go from thy spirit? Or 
whither (where) shall I flee (run) from thy presence? 

Verses 8, 9, and 10 say: 
—If we go up to heaven, God is there. 
—If we go down to hell, God is there. 
—If we fly like a bird in the morning out to the middle of 

the sea, God will already be there, and He will lead you with 

His hand and hold tight onto you. Since God is the creator, it 
is foolish to try to hide from Him. 

Verses 11 and 12 speak of trying to use even the darkness 
of night to cover and hide you, but night time darkness is no 
different than daytime. God can see us no matter what. A 
person just cannot get out of God’s sight. It’s impossible. 

Verses 13-18 talk about one of the most amazing things 
and that is the creating of each and every person. 

13 – Thou has possessed my reins: thou hast covered me in my 
mother's womb. The mighty power of God owns you and He has 
since the womb. 

14 – I will praise thee; for I am fearfully and wonderfully made: 
marvelous (causing great wonder) are thy works; and that my 
soul knoweth right well. 

Your body has many things that make it work. Your 
heart pumps your blood through your many veins, kidneys 
flush out bad stuff in the body, stomach holds the food you 
eat, throat swallows your food and holds your voice box (with 
this and the tongue together we can say words), toes give you 
better balance, fingers hold, touch, pinch, soothe, write, etc. 
The body is an amazing machine. God fashioned every single 
part and knows how it works, so He knows everything about 
you, better than you know yourself. We are an amazing 
creation and how could we not know it when we stop to think 
of what we can do  and say? 

15, 16 – My substance was not hid from thee, when I was made 
in secret, and curiously wrought in the lowest part of the earth. 
Thine eyes did see my substance, yet being imperfect; and in thy 
book all my members were written, which in continuance were 
fashioned, when as yet there was none of them (legs, arms, 
fingers, toes, etc.). 

These two verses speak of when you were just beginning 
in your mother's womb. You were not much to look at in the 
early stages of your life, but even before your little body had 
legs, arms, fingers, toes, eyes, ears, nose, mouth, etc., God 
knew everything about you. He cared so much about you and 
loved you so much that before you were looking like a little 
person, He wrote down everything about your body. 

17, 18 – How 
precious also are thy 
thoughts unto me, O 
God! how great is 
the sum of them! If I 
should count them, 
they are more in 
number than the 
sand: when I awake, 
I am still with thee. 

So God thinks 
about us during 
the hours of every 
day and around 
the clock, as we 
know He never 
sleeps. This is so amazing. Dads, moms, grandpas, grandmas, 
aunts, uncles, etc. do not think about us that much. If we 
could count the times He thinks about us it would be more in 
number than the sand on the seashore. THAT is A LOT!   

Gwen Wilson 
Ridgefield, Washington 

God Knows Everything About You 
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We have an AWESOME GOD and that is the bottom line. 
He deserves all the praise we can give Him. I know for myself 
I do not praise Him enough. 

I pray that you children will want to always serve our 
amazing God. One day we who believe in Him will GET to live 
with Him in heaven FOREVER! 

For the Christian, death is only a stepping stone to living 

again, and it won’t be for just a few years or for the average 
life span of man, it will be FOREVER! We can just barely 
imagine what that will be like, but we must put our trust in 
the One who created us and lean on His promises. He NEVER 
breaks His promises. 

God be with each of you and pray that He alone leads you 
along. Have a safe and enjoyable summer. ~ 

And when Jesus was passed over again by ship unto the other side, much people gathered unto him: and he was nigh unto the sea. And, 
behold, there cometh one of the rulers of the synagogue, Jairus by name; and when he saw him, he fell at his feet, And besought him greatly, 
saying, My little daughter lieth at the point of death: I pray thee, come and lay thy hands on her, that she may be healed; and she shall live. 
And Jesus went with him; and much people followed him, and thronged him. And a certain woman, which had an issue of blood twelve years, 
And had suffered many things of many physicians, and had spent all that she had, and was nothing bettered, but rather grew worse, When 
she had heard of Jesus, came in the press behind, and touched his garment. For she said, If I may touch but his clothes, I shall be whole. And 
straightway the fountain of her blood was dried up; and she felt in her body that she was healed of that plague. And Jesus, immediately 
knowing in himself that virtue had gone out of him, turned him about in the press, and said, Who touched my clothes? And his disciples said 
unto him, Thou seest the multitude thronging thee, and sayest thou, Who touched me? And he looked round about to see her that had done 
this thing. But the woman fearing and trembling, knowing what was done in her, came and fell down before him, and told him all the truth. 
And he said unto her, Daughter, thy faith hath made thee whole; go in peace, and be whole of thy plague. While he yet spake, there came 
from the ruler of the synagogue's house certain which said, Thy daughter is dead: why troublest thou the Master any further? As soon as 
Jesus heard the word that was spoken, he saith unto the ruler of the synagogue, Be not afraid, only believe. And he suffered no man to follow 
him, save Peter, and James, and John the brother of James. And he cometh to the house of the ruler of the synagogue, and seeth the tumult, 
and them that wept and wailed greatly. And when he was come in, he saith unto them, Why make ye this ado, and weep? the damsel is not 
dead, but sleepeth. And they laughed him to scorn. But when he had put them all out, he taketh the father and the mother of the damsel, and 
them that were with him, and entereth in where the damsel was lying. And he took the damsel by the hand, and said unto her, Talitha cumi; 
which is, being interpreted, Damsel, I say unto thee, arise. And straightway the damsel arose, and walked; for she was of the age of twelve 
years. And they were astonished with a great astonishment. And he charged them straitly that no man should know it; and commanded that 
something should be given her to eat. (Mark 5:21-43)  

T 
HIS WAS A DAY OF CRISIS. Put yourself in the shoes of Jairus. His little girl was sick and dying. He’s rushing to find the one 
person who can help. He finally finds Him and, on the way to save his daughter Jesus decides to stop and look for 
someone who touched Him while they were walking down a crowded street. Imagine the feelings that must have gone 

through Jairus’ head as the scene unfolded. Jesus stops and suddenly a woman falls down at His feet and Jesus is talking to her. 
Jesus doesn’t seem to have any sense of urgency. If that’s not enough, while Jesus is talking to this strange woman, news comes 
that shatters his world. “Your daughter is dead...” Just as the walls are closing in, Jesus speaks in the midst of Jairus’ despair 
and says, “Do not fear, only believe...” So Jairus follows Jesus and his daughter, at the command of Christ, rises from the dead.  

Imagine being the woman who had the issue of blood. This illness made her ritually unclean; she was unable to be in 
fellowship in the synagogue. She had spent 12 years dealing with disease and she had spent all she had trying to be cured but 
only grew worse. She has heard and believed the things said about Jesus and knew that if she can just touch His clothing she 
would be healed. Jesus asks who touched Him in order to have a conversation with this woman. We would do well to pay 
attention to His next words. In Greek the word that is used for “whole” is not a 
medical term; it’s not your faith has healed you. Rather, this is a word that you 
would use to describe someone who was rescued from a burning building. 
Jesus is saying your faith has saved you! Not only is her illness healed but her 
sins are forgiven and she is saved. This is what faith in Christ does. It saves.  

In both of these situations Jesus takes a crisis and makes peace. A miracu-
lous physical healing and saving faith! A little girl who was dead rises. This is 
what our Lord does, and this is good for us, for we too are in a crisis. We have 
sin in our hearts, we break God’s laws, we live in a world full of sin and evil 
and we desperately need Jesus. Not only that but many of us are dealing with 
situations that we have no clue how to get through. Cancer, the death of a 
loved one, a life changing diagnosis, financial debt, the list goes on and on. Dear friends, in whatever situation you find 
yourself in, Jesus is there for you. His words to Jairus ring true: “Do notL fear, only believe.” No matter what happens to you, by 
faith you are saved. No matter the suffering and struggles you have in this life JesLus is here. Even if the crisis takes your life, 
He is your life and has prepared a place for you to live in eternity. In this life His Word and Sacraments accomplish for us what 
was done for Jairus and the woman. They bring healing! They bring life and salvation. They bring Jesus. These gifts are given 
freely by grace. Cling to them and so cling to Jesus.  ~ 

Pastor Nicholas Kandoll 
New York Mills, Minnesota 

Your Faith Has Saved You 
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As the distinction between the Law and the Gospel is a 
special brilliant light, which serves to the end that God’s 
Word may be rightly divided, and the Scriptures of the holy 
prophets and apostles may be properly explained and 
understood, we must guard it with especial care, in order 
that these two doctrines may not be mingled with one 
another, or a law be made out of the Gospel, whereby the 
merit of Christ is obscured and troubled consciences are 
robbed of their comfort, which they otherwise have in the 
holy Gospel when it is preached genuinely and in its purity, 
and by which they can support themselves in their most 
grievous trials against the terrors of the Law. 

Now, here likewise there has occurred a dissent among 
some theologians of the Augsburg Confession; for the one 
side asserted that the Gospel is properly not only a preaching 
of grace, but at the same time also a preaching of repentance, 
which rebukes the greatest sin, namely, unbelief. But the 
other side held and contended that the Gospel is not properly 
a preaching of repentance or of reproof [preaching of 
repentance, convicting sin], as that properly belongs to God’s 
Law, which reproves all sins, and therefore unbelief also; but 
that the Gospel is properly a preaching of the grace and favor 
of God for Christ’s sake, through which the unbelief of the 
converted, which previously inhered in them, and which the 
Law of God reproved, is pardoned and forgiven. 

Now, when we consider this dissent aright, it has been 
caused chiefly by this, that the term Gospel is not always 
employed and understood in one and the same sense, but in 
two ways, in the Holy Scriptures, as also by ancient and 
modern church teachers. For sometimes it is employed so 
that there is understood by it the entire doctrine of Christ, 
our Lord, which He proclaimed in His ministry upon earth, 
and commanded to be proclaimed in the New Testament, and 
hence comprised in it the explanation of the Law and the 
proclamation of the favor and grace of God, His heavenly 
Father, as it is written, Mark 1:1: The beginning of the gospel of 
Jesus Christ, the Son of God. And shortly afterwards the chief 
heads are stated: Repentance and forgiveness of sins. Thus, 
when Christ after His resurrection commanded the apostles 
to preach the Gospel in all the world, Mark 16:15, He 

compressed the sum of this doctrine into a few words, when 
He said, Luke 24:46,47: Thus it is written, and thus it behoved 
Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead the third day: And that 
repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name 
among all nations. So Paul, too, calls his entire doctrine the 
Gospel, Acts 20:21; but he embraces the sum of this doctrine 
under the two heads: Repentance toward God and faith 
toward our Lord Jesus Christ. And in this sense the generalis 
definitio, that is, the description of the word Gospel, when 
employed in a wide sense and without the proper distinction 
between the Law and the Gospel is correct, when it is said 
that the Gospel is a preaching of repentance and the 
remission of sins. For John, Christ, and the apostles began 
their preaching with repentance and explained and urged not 
only the gracious promise of the forgiveness of sins, but also 
the Law of God. Furthermore the term Gospel is employed in 
another, namely, in its proper sense, by which it comprises 
not the preaching of repentance, but only the preaching of 
the grace of God, as follows directly afterwards, Mark 1:15, 
where Christ says: Repent ye, and believe the gospel. 

Likewise the term repentance also is not employed in the 
Holy Scriptures in one and the same sense. For in some 
passages of Holy Scripture it is employed and taken for the 
entire conversion of man, as Luke 13:5: Except ye repent, ye shall 
all likewise perish. And in 15:7: Likewise joy shall be in heaven over 
one sinner that repenteth. But in this passage, Mark 1:15, as also 
elsewhere, where repentance and faith in Christ, Acts 20:21, 
or repentance and remission of sins, Luke 24:46-47, are 
mentioned as distinct, to repent means nothing else than 
truly to acknowledge sins, to be heartily sorry for them, and 
to desist from them. This knowledge comes from the Law, but 
is not sufficient for saving conversion to God, if faith in Christ 
be not added, whose merits the comforting preaching of the 
holy Gospel offers to all penitent sinners who are terrified by 
the preaching of the Law. For the Gospel proclaims the 
forgiveness of sins, not to coarse and secure hearts, but to the 
bruised or penitent, Luke 4:18. And lest repentance or the 
terrors of the Law turn into despair, the preaching of the 
Gospel must be added, that it may be a repentance unto 
salvation. ~ 

Law and Gospel 
Formula of Concord, Solid Declaration 

Article 5, 1-9 

Invitation to the 2019 Western Fall Services 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
Greetings of God’s Peace! 

The Hockinson Apostolic Lutheran congregation welcomes everyone to the 2019 Western Fall Services. The services will 
take place on August 16, 17, and 18 at our church at 16108 NE 192nd Ave Brush Prairie, WA.  

The service schedule will be: 
Friday, August 16th - 2:00 PM and 5:00 PM 
Saturday, August 17th - 10:00 AM,  2:00 PM and 5:00 PM 
Sunday, August 18th - 10:00 AM and  2:00 PM 

We pray for a joyous and blessed time of hearing God’s Word and enjoying one another’s fellowship. 

On behalf of the Hockinson Apostolic Lutheran Church 
Bjorn Lampinen 
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I 
N THE FIRST BOOK OF THE BIBLE, in Genesis chapter 2, we 
learn of a special tree, the tree of life. Unlike ordinary 
fruit from an ordinary tree, the fruit of this tree grants 

life eternal.  
 
In the beginning, when God created the world and all 

that is in it, He planted a Garden in Eden. In the middle of the 
Garden grew the tree of life. And the Lord God planted a garden 
eastward in Eden; and there he put the man whom he had formed. 
And out of the ground made the Lord God to grow every tree that is 
pleasant to the sight, and good for food; the tree of life also in the 
midst of the garden, and the tree of knowledge of good and evil. 
(Genesis 2:8-9) 

God put Adam, the man whom He had created, in the 
Garden of Eden to tend and care for it. Adam was not 
prohibited from eating the fruit of the tree of life, but only of 
the tree of knowledge. And the Lord God took the man, and put 
him into the garden of Eden to dress it and to keep it. And the Lord 
God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden thou 
mayest freely eat: But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, 
thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou 
shalt surely die. (Genesis 2:15-17) 

We know what happened in Genesis, chapter 3. The man 
and his wife disobeyed God’s command and ate the fruit of 
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. Sin entered the 
world, and death by sin.  

God protected Adam and Eve from eating the fruit of the 
tree of life in their fallen state. He made them leave the 
Garden and placed cherubim with a flaming sword to guard 
the way to the tree of life. And the Lord God said, Behold, the 
man is become as one of us, to know good and evil: and now, lest he 
put forth his hand, and take also of the tree of life, and eat, and live 
for ever: Therefore the Lord God sent him forth from the garden of 
Eden, to till the ground from whence he was taken. So he drove out 
the man; and he placed at the east of the garden of Eden Cherubims, 
and a flaming sword which turned every way, to keep the way of the 
tree of life. (Genesis 3:22-24) 

In all the years following, sin and death have plagued the 
human race, the offspring of the first Adam.  

 
At the proper time, God sent the second Adam to redeem 

us from the curse of the Law. The second Adam, Jesus the 
Christ, entered our creation in Bethlehem, born of a virgin. 
He was obedient to His Father, even obedient to death on a 
cross. By faith, we are redeemed by the blood of Christ, who 
died on another tree to pay the debt of sin we owed. Christ 

hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for 
us: for it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree: That 
the blessing of Abraham might come on the Gentiles through Jesus 
Christ; that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith. 
(Galatians 3:13-14) 

 
Though we are a new creation, we still suffer the effects 

of sin and death. We cannot eat of the tree of life and live 
forever. But that day will come! In the end, when everything 
is fully restored, when the new heaven and the new earth are 
come, when the former things are passed away, we will eat 
freely of the tree of life. We read of that tree again in the last 
book of the canon of Scripture, in the book of Revelation.  

And he shewed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, 
proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb. In the midst of 
the street of it, and on either side of the river, was there the tree of 
life, which bare twelve manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit every 
month: and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations. 
And there shall be no more curse: but the throne of God and of the 
Lamb shall be in it; and his servants shall serve him: And they shall 
see his face; and his name shall be in their foreheads. And there 
shall be no night there; and they need no candle, neither light of the 
sun; for the Lord God giveth them light: and they shall reign for ever 
and ever. (Revelation 22:1-5) 

Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may 
have right to the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates 
into the city. (Revelation 22:14) 

 Thanks be to God. Even so, come, Lord Jesus. ~ 
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A 
S WE PAUSE THIS FOURTH OF JULY to remember that day in 1776 when independence from bondage to another was 
declared for our nation, let us not forget the One to whom all thanks belongs, God Almighty. It is He who is the giver of 
every good and perfect gift, as James reminds us in his epistle. The freedom that we enjoy today is a gift for which we 

can heartily give thanks to our heavenly Father. This freedom has not come to us in order that we may live our lives in a way 
that would show a lack of gratitude to the One who gave it. 

Our first president, George Washington, while he was general of the Continental Army, made this supplication to the giver 
of true freedom at his headquarters on the Hudson River: 

“Almighty Father, if it is Thy holy will that we shall obtain a place and name among the nations of 
the earth, grant that we may be enabled to show our gratitude for Thy goodness by our endeavors 
to fear and obey Thee. Bless us with Thy wisdom in our counsels, success in battle, and let all our 
victories be tempered with humanity. Endow, also, our enemies with enlightened minds, that they 
may become sensible of their injustice and willing to restore our liberty and peace. Grant the 
petition of Thy servant for the sake of Him whom Thou hast called Thy beloved Son; nevertheless, 
not my will but Thine be done. ”  
 
It is of great encouragement to us that we have such a heritage in our nation. Our founding fathers relied not upon their 

reason and abilities, but put their trust in the God of eternity, the giver of eternal freedom from sin and death. 
There was another man in national history who made comments speaking directly to this eternal freedom eighty-six years 

after General George Washington prayed his prayer. His name was Robert E. Lee. He was the son-in-law of the adopted 
grandson of George Washington, George Washington Parke Curtis, as well as the general of the defeated Confederate Army. 
While Robert E. Lee was the president of Washington College he wrote this to his former chaplain who had made an address to 
the students: 

 “Oh, doctor, if I could only know that all the young men in this college were Christians, I should 
have nothing more to desire. I wish, sir, to thank you for your address. It was just what we 
needed. Our great want is a revival which shall bring these young men to Christ. I should be 
disappointed, sir, and shall fail in the leading object that brought me here unless the young men 
all become Christians; and I wish you and others of your sacred profession to do all you can to 
accomplish it. We poor sinners need to come back from our wanderings to seek pardon through 
the all-sufficient merits of our Redeemer. And we need to pray earnestly for the power of the Holy 
Spirit to give us a precious revival in our hearts and among the unconverted.” 
 
May our prayers not be much different than those of these two generals this Fourth of July—that our heavenly Father’s 

will would be done and that our hearts and the hearts of the unconverted would be revived in the eternal freedom that our 
blessed Savior Jesus Christ came to bring. ~ 

Our National Heritage 
Pastor Gene Mixon 
Pasco, Washington 

I  CALL UPON ALL MEN AND WOMEN, all whose lives are ruined in sorrows and troubles. What do ye fear? He who believes 
that Christ is above no longer fears anything. Come then all ye into His service. Jesus reproved the unbelief and the 
hard-heartedness of His disciples, because they did not believe those who had seen Him after He had risen. Without 

faith it is impossible to please God. 
Savonarola 

By faith Enoch was translated that he should not see death; and was not found, because God had translated him: for 
before his translation he had this testimony, that he pleased God. But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that 
cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.  

Hebrews 11:5-6 


