
Take heed to yourselves: If thy brother trespass against thee, rebuke 
him; and if he repent, forgive him. And if he trespass against thee 
seven times in a day, and seven times in a day turn again to thee, 
saying, I repent; thou shalt forgive him. And the apostles said unto 
the Lord, Increase our faith. And the Lord said, If ye had faith as a 
grain of mustard seed, ye might say unto this sycamine tree, Be 
thou plucked up by the root, and be thou planted in the sea; and it 
should obey you. But which of you, having a servant plowing or 
feeding cattle, will say unto him by and by, when he is come from 
the field, Go and sit down to meat? And will not rather say unto him, 
Make ready wherewith I may sup, and gird thyself, and serve me, 
till I have eaten and drunken; and afterward thou shalt eat and 
drink? Doth he thank that servant because he did the things that 
were commanded him? I trow not. So likewise ye, when ye shall 
have done all those things which are commanded you, say, We are 
unprofitable servants: we have done that which was our duty to do.  

Luke 17:3-10  

H 
OW MANY TIMES? Jesus says every time. Every time a 
person sins and repents they are to be forgiven. 
Isn’t that a little much? No wonder the disciples told 

Jesus to give them more faith. They couldn’t understand how 
they would ever be able to fulfill what He said so they asked 
for more faith. However, as Jesus indicated, they didn’t need 
more faith; they simply needed to be obedient servants and 
do what they were told. They had all the faith they would 
ever need; they only needed to be obedient. So is the 
wideness of God’s grace. He doesn’t explain it, He simply 
gives it. It seems impossible doesn’t it? Doesn’t God get tired 
of forgiving us after a while? Obviously not, God would not 
and could not invoke upon us what He wouldn’t do Himself.  

God showed us the depth of His forgiveness and grace on 
Calvary’s cross. There the Son of God bleeding on the cross 
forgave us, not just once but once forever (Hebrews 10:12). 

The disciples couldn’t fulfill Jesus’ expectation given their 
circumstance at the time that Jesus uttered these words but 
after His death, resurrection, ascension and sending of the 
Holy Spirit they not only understood; they did it. They 
forgave a world that treated them horribly, even at times 
imitating their Lord in forgiving the very people who were 
putting them to death. Those who had experienced so great a 
grace dispensed the same. The disciples received so much 
grace from God in covering their own sins that it became 
second nature to do the same for others; a new nature, the 
nature born of God; an eternal nature from a new birth in 
Jesus Christ. In this way we begin the new year, the same way 
we ended the last: forgiven. How sweet the sound, not just 
once but forgiven forever.  

So let us begin this year forgiven and forgiving, that 
grace would be the watchword of the kingdom and we would 
be found obedient servants. For Jesus’ sake.  

It is of the LORD'S mercies that we are not consumed, because 
his compassions fail not. They are new every morning: great is thy 
faithfulness. (Lamentations 3:22-23)  

Happy and Blessed New Year. 

Pastor Jay Weidner 
Laurium, Michigan 

January 2020January 2020January 2020January 2020    

Forgiven and Forgiving 

My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ 
the righteous: And he is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world.  

1 John 2:1-2 
[The Scripture] sets before us the one Christ as the Mediator, Propitiation, High Priest, and Intercessor. He is to be prayed 
to, and has promised that He will hear our prayer; and this worship He approves above all, to wit, that in all afflictions He 
be called upon, 1 John 2:1: If any man sin, we have an Advocate with the Father… 

Book of Concord, Augsburg Confession 
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Jesus said, Blessed are the peacemakers 
for they shall be called the children of God.  

Matthew 5:9 

A 
S CHRISTIANS WE ARE FOLLOWERS 
of Christ, who is the Prince of 
Peace. Although He always bears 

this title, as God’s children, we often 
place greater emphasis on this part of 
His ministry during the celebration of 
Christmas.  

It is a beautiful thing to see the outpouring of love and 
concern for others that is generally shown at Christmas. The 
sins of selfishness and greed seem to be more readily 
controlled during this season than at any other time of the 
year. Sacrifices are made by people from all walks of life—
Christian and non-Christian—for the benefit of the less 
fortunate. It is also encouraging to see that many overtures 
toward reconciliation are made between people whose 
relationships at best can be described as strained.  

As children of God, being a peacemaker is our full-time 
calling. When we have come into a right relationship with 
God through justifying faith in Jesus Christ, we can receive 
the capacity to become true peacemakers. This is not possible 
through human effort. It must be done by the motivation of 
the Holy Spirit and under the influence of the love of God.  

Practicing the role of a peacemaker does not mean that 
we sacrifice truth. Neither does it mean that we lack 
enlightenment in the Word or spiritual discernment. Nor 
does it mean that we do not have zeal for the things of the 
Lord. It may, however, mean that we need to learn to 
improve our ability to make a better distinction between 
what is of the flesh and what is of the spirit. It may also mean 
understanding the difference between satisfying carnal pride 
that rises from the feeling that we have won in a war of 
words in defense of what we call the truth, and the 
realization that the truths of God themselves are capable of 
setting all imprisoned souls free. We cannot fortify, defend, 
or advance the kingdom of God with human strength, for the 
kingdom is not in word, but in power (1 Corinthians 2:4) and 
that Word is not bound (2 Timothy 2:9).  

When we are satisfied with the role of a servant/
doorkeeper (Psalm 84:10) in the house of our God and do not 
act as lords over God’s heritage (1 Peter 5:3) we can more 

readily remember the biblical counsel 
not to think of ourselves more highly 
than we ought to think (Romans 12:3). 
We are members in one body, the body 
of Christ, and, therefore, members one 
of another (Romans 12:5). The members 
of our natural bodies live at peace with 
one another and all serve for the health 
of the body. There is no competitive 
spirit or strife between them or among 

them. Each member serves in its capacity for the well-being 
of the body. This harmony in nature is a good example for the 
spiritual body. As members of this spiritual body, we are told 
to follow after the things which make peace and the things 
with which we may edify one another (Romans 14:19).  

To this teaching, the author of the Hebrews epistle adds: 
Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man shall 
see the Lord. (Hebrews 12:14)  

In writing to the Philippian Christians (for whom he had 
suffered persecution and imprisonment), Paul asked them to 
fulfill his joy by being like-minded, having the same love, 
being of one accord and of one mind. He warned against 
doing things through strife and vainglory and told them that 
in lowliness of mind, they should each esteem the other 
better than themselves (Philippians 2:2-3). In this same 
epistle, he also outlined the significant spiritual experiences 
through which he had obtained the righteousness which is of 
God. With expressed confidence in the power of God and His 
Word, he added, Let us therefore, as many as be perfect, be thus 
minded. And if in anything ye be otherwise minded, God shall reveal 
even this unto you. (Philippians 3:15)  

As we begin this new year, let us ask the Prince of Peace 
to extend His reign in our hearts through yet another day. 
May we be given the mind of Christ—that of a servant—so 
that our swords would become plowshares and our spears 
would become pruning hooks. (Isaiah 2:4 and Micah 4:3).  

Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever 
things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are 
pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good 
report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on 
these things. Those things which ye have learned, and received, and 
heard, and seen in me, do: and the God of peace shall be with you. 
(Philippians 4:8-9) ~ 

Alvin Holmgren 
April 1991 CM 

Blessed Are the Peacemakers 

For this cause we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to desire that ye might be filled with the knowledge of 
his will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good 
work, and increasing in the knowledge of God; Strengthened with all might, according to his glorious power, unto all patience and 
longsuffering with joyfulness; Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in 
light: Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son: In whom we have 
redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins: Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every creature: For by 
him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or 
principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for him: And he is before all things, and by him all things consist. And he is 
the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence. 
For it pleased the Father that in him should all fulness dwell; And, having made peace through the blood of his cross, by him 
to reconcile all things unto himself; by him, I say, whether they be things in earth, or things in heaven.  

Colossians 1:9-20 



3 Christian Monthly  January 2020 

Blessed are ye that weep now… If we’re speaking of these 
beatitudes as being spiritual in nature, then what is this 
weeping? We weep at the loss of a loved one, and it’s good 
and it’s proper that we do that. We weep collectively for the 
sorrows and the tribulations and the trials that enter into the 
children of God, but the Bible tells us that godly sorrow 
worketh repentance, not to be repented of. Blessed are you… 
God looks favorably upon you if you weep over your sin and 
your sinfulness, if there is sorrow over sin. 

For ye shall laugh. There is a remedy for sin, and that is 
the blood of Jesus Christ. We’re not left in our sin. The wages 
of sin is death, but the gift of God is life eternal through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. As we can preach, we can proclaim with the 
authority that God has given us, given the Church, that your 
sins are forgiven in the name and in the blood of Jesus. And 
then we can laugh. We can be joyful. We, of all people, should 
be most joyful that our sins are forgiven, we’re on our way to 
heaven.  

Blessed are ye, when men shall hate you… How does this 
sound? How would this have sounded for these disciples? We 
can only imagine, because I don’t think it’s any different for 
us now.  

Blessed are ye, when men shall hate you, and when they 
shall separate you from their company, and shall reproach 
you, and cast out your name as evil, for the Son of man's sake. 
Rejoice ye in that day, and leap for joy: for, behold, your 
reward is great in heaven: for in the like manner did their 
fathers unto the prophets. (Luke 6:21-23) 

Jesus is speaking unto His disciples. He would warn them 
later, as recorded in the tenth chapter of Matthew, that they 
would go out as lambs among the wolves. They would suffer 
many things for His name’s sake. History tells us that all—
with the exception of John—died the death of a martyr.  

So the blessings that Jesus is speaking of here, when men 
shall hate you, when they shall separate you, were for the 
disciples first of all, and then for His Church. We 
commemorate All Saint’s Sunday, and we read about those 
who have gone before, as Jesus is telling them what they are 
going to endure for His name’s sake. We read in the epistle 
unto the Hebrews, the eleventh chapter, the faith chapter. 
Without faith it is impossible to please God. Starting with 
verse 33, this is speaking of those who endured through faith, 
by faith of Jesus Christ: Who through faith subdued kingdoms, 

wrought righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of 
lions, Quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, 
out of weakness were made strong, waxed valiant in fight, turned to 
flight the armies of the aliens. Women received their dead raised to 
life again: and others were tortured, not accepting deliverance; that 
they might obtain a better resurrection: And others had trial of 
cruel mockings and scourgings, yea, moreover of bonds and 
imprisonment: They were stoned, they were sawn asunder, were 
tempted, were slain with the sword: they wandered about in 
sheepskins and goatskins; being destitute, afflicted, tormented; (Of 
whom the world was not worthy:) they wandered in deserts, and in 
mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth. And these all, having 
obtained a good report through faith, received not the promise: God 
having provided some better thing for us, that they without us 
should not be made perfect. Wherefore seeing we also are 
compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside 
every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us 
run with patience the race that is set before us, Looking unto Jesus 
the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set 
before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down 
at the right hand of the throne of God. (Hebrews 11:33 - 12:2) 

Jesus knew very well those who had witnessed of Him in 
the Old Testament times, those who were slain because of the 
prophecy of the coming of the Just One, and Jesus knew very 
well what would befall His disciples, as well as He knows the 
fate of the persecuted Church even now, some two thousand 
years later. He knows even what we may face. But the 
common thread throughout all of history—for the saints that 
have gone on before, the saints that are seated in this church 
now (as the Apostle Paul calls those in Rome and Ephesus 
“saints of the Lord”), and those saints which will come 
afterwards—the common thread is faith.  

Through faith they endured. Through faith you will 
endure. Through faith we endure even the little difficulties 
and the trials and the tribulations of this life. Through faith 
we endure, in spite of our sinfulness, ever looking unto Jesus, 
the Author and the Perfecter of our faith. He is the object of 
our faith. Our eye would be single and focused upon Him. 
Then we, like those who have gone on before, would be 
blessed, as we are blessed with faithful Abraham, as we are 
counted as the children of faith, in that we believe in the 
promise: “In thee, that is, in thy Seed, shall all the nations of 
the world be blessed.” ~ 

Blessed Are Ye 
Pastor Phil Wilson 

Hockinson, Washington 

2020 Apostolic Lutheran Church Calendars 
 
You may now order the Apostolic Lutheran Church calendar for the year 2020. The price for each calendar is $5.50 

to cover the cost of printing and mailing. Do not send your payment with your order. An invoice will be included with 
the shipment for payment to be mailed to the Federation accountant.  

Please send your order in one of the following ways:  
By email: alc_calendars@mac.com  
Or by telephone: Leave a message at 925-454-1648  
Or by mail to: Corrie Karlsen, 2994 Rodeo Lane, Livermore, CA 94550 

Corrie Karlsen, ALC Calendar Committee 
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Dear Children,Dear Children,Dear Children,Dear Children,  
I hope this day finds you well. I can’t believe I just wrote 

2020 at the top of the page. Where did the last year go? I pray 
for all believers everywhere, that it will be our greatest desire 
to honor, serve, love and obey God and His Son Jesus in this 
new year. You read about Jesus’ birth last month. Today I 
would like to tell about other things that took place during 
that time. 

 

W 
HEN JESUS WAS BORN, an ungodly king was ruling 
over Israel. King Herod liked being king. In fact, he 
liked it so much that it went to his head and he 

didn't want anyone to take his place. 
When Jesus was born, there were wise men far away in 

another country who studied the stars. They had been shown 
a special star and God’s Spirit told them it meant the King of 
the Jews had been born. God’s Spirit worked in the hearts of 
these wise men, and they wanted to follow the star and find 
this baby. I think that is such an incredible thing. 

The wise men packed great 
provisions for the journey as 
they would travel for several 
months before reaching 
Jerusalem. The Bible does not 
say how they traveled, but I 
like to think that they possibly 
rode on camels. Camels were a 
common way to travel in the 
desert, because they can go 
several days without a lot of 
food or water. I read 
somewhere that because it was 
dangerous to travel long 
distances the wise men could 
have gone with many others in 
a great crowd.  

The long journey was 
nearly over when the wise men 
reached Jerusalem. They went to King Herod’s palace saying, 
Where is he that is born King of the Jews? for we have seen his star 
in the east, and are come to worship him.  

When Herod the king heard these things, he was troubled, and 
all Jerusalem with him. (Matthew 2:2-3) 

 
Why was Herod so troubled? He has just heard about a 

baby who is also called a king, and Herod was thinking that 
this baby will take the people’s mind off of him as king. He 
was very worried that this new king would take over his 
throne. What can he do so that this doesn’t happen? 

The Bible tells us that Herod gathered all the chief 
priests and scribes (writers) together and asked them where 
Jesus was born. They told him, “Bethlehem of Judea.”  

Herod called the wise men to him and asked when they 
had seen the star. He wanted to find out how old this baby 
king was. Herod asked the wise men to bring him word as to 
where the baby was, so Herod could come and worship Him 
also. Herod really did not want to worship the baby, but to 
kill Him. Herod was a wicked king and killed many people. 

The wise men left Herod. When they came outside, there 
in the sky was the same star. (I would like to point out that 
the Bible says this was the same star they had seen in the 
east. It doesn’t state that the star was in front of them on the 
whole journey.) They rejoiced with very much joy at seeing 
the star again. They followed the star until it stopped over 
the home where Jesus was. Jesus was not in the manger any 
more for He was several months old. The Bible says, And when 
they were come into the house, they saw the young child with Mary 
his mother, and fell down, and worshiped him: and when they had 
opened their treasures, they presented unto him gifts; gold, and 
frankincense, and myrrh. (Matthew 2:10) I marvel at the holiness 
of the baby Jesus, but we know that it’s what He is. The 
people bowed to worship Him. That is so beautiful.  

God warned the wise men not to go back to Herod but to 
go home by another road. This made Herod very angry, so he 
decided to have all the children two years old and younger 
put to death. From the time the wise men had seen the star 
until now was about two years, so Jesus would have been 

close to that 
age. Herod was 
sure he was 
going to get 
Jesus one way 
or another. 
Isn’t that 
awful? It was a 
very sad day 
for many 
families that 
day in 
Bethlehem and 
all around that 
area. Did Jesus 
die? No, God 
was protecting 
Him. He was 
safe in Egypt 

where an angel of God had told Joseph to go. Jesus ended up 
living in Nazareth as the prophets had said He would 
(Matthew 2:23). Jesus was about three years old when they 
came to Nazareth. 

 
This Christmas story has a happy beginning and also 

much sadness, with all the little ones who died at the hands 
of the soldiers. But it also has a happy ending, with our Savior 
coming into the world to die one day to save us from our sins. 
This story is living in our hearts every day and has no end. 
Jesus is never-ending and He will do much for each of you all 
the days of your life. Be willing to serve Him and He will bless 
you with special blessings. There will be big and small 
blessings, so many you may not be able to count them. The 
greatest of all will be eternal life with Him one day. We who 
believe will one day live again – FOREVER! 

I pray that Jesus will be with you through this new year, 
and that you will keep Him as your best friend.  

HAPPY NEW YEAR and God bless each one of you.  
God’s peace. 

Gwen Wilson 
Ridgefield, Washington 

Wise Men See a New Star  
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T 
HE LAW IS THAT WORD by which God teaches what we 
shall do, as for instance, the Ten Commandments. 
Now, if human nature is not aided by God’s grace, it is 

impossible to keep the law, for the reason that man since the 
fall of Adam in Paradise is depraved and full of sinful desires, 
so that he cannot from his heart’s desire find pleasure in the 
law, which fact we all experience in ourselves. For no one 
lives who does not prefer that there were no law, and 
everyone feels and knows in himself that it is difficult to lead 
a pious life and do good, and, on the other hand, that it is 
easy to lead a wicked life and to do evil. But this difficulty or 
unwillingness to do the good is the reason we do not keep the 
Law of God. For whatever is done with aversion and 
unwillingness is considered by God as not done at all. Thus 
the Law of God convicts us, even by our own experience, that 
by nature we are evil, disobedient, lovers of sin, and hostile 
to God’s laws. 

From all this either self-confidence or despair must 
follow. Self-confidence follows when a man strives to fulfil 
the law by his own good works, by trying hard to do as the 
words of the law command. He serves God, he swears not, he 
honors father and mother, he kills not, he does not commit 
adultery, etc. But meanwhile he does not look into 
his heart, does not realize with what motives he 
leads a good life, and conceals the old Adam in his 
heart. For if he would truly examine his heart, he 
would realize that he is doing all unwillingly and 
with compulsion, that he fears hell or seeks 
heaven, if he be not prompted by things of less 
importance, as honor, goods, health and fear of 
being humiliated, of being punished or of being 
visited by a plague. In short, he would have to confess that he 
would rather lead a wicked life if it were not that he fears the 
consequences, for the law only restrains him. But because he 
does not realize his bad motives he lives securely, looks only 
at his outward works and not into his heart, prides himself 
on keeping the law of God perfectly, and thus the 
countenance of Moses remains covered to him, that is, he 
does not understand the meaning of the law, namely, that it 
must be kept with a happy, free and willing mind. 

Just as an immoral person, if you should ask him why he 
commits adultery, can answer only that he is doing it for the 
sake of the carnal pleasure he finds in it. For he does not do it 
for reward or punishment, he expects no gain from it, nor 
does he hope to escape from the evil of it. Such willingness 
the law requires in us, so that if you should ask a virtuous 
man why he leads a chaste life, he would answer: Not for the 
sake of heaven or hell, honor or disgrace, but for the sole 
reason that he considers it honorable, and that it pleases him 
exceedingly, even if it were not commanded. Behold, such a 
heart delights in God’s law and keeps it with pleasure. Such 
people love God and righteousness, they hate and fear naught 
but unrighteousness. However, no one is thus by nature. The 
unrighteous love reward and profit, fear and hate 
punishment and pain; therefore they also hate God and 
righteousness, love themselves and unrighteousness. They 
are hypocrites, disguisers, deceivers, liars and self- conceited. 
So are all men without grace, but above all, the saints who 

rely on their good works. For this reason the Scriptures 
conclude, All men are liars. (Psalm 116:11) Every man at his best 
state is altogether vanity. (Psalm 39:5) There is none that doeth 
good, no, not one. (Psalm 14:3) 

Despair follows when man becomes conscious of his evil 
motives, and realizes that it is impossible for him to love the 
law of God, finding nothing good in himself; but only hatred 
of the good and delight in doing evil. Now he realizes that the 
law can not be kept only by works hence he despairs of his 
works and does not rely upon them. He should have love; but 
he finds none, nor can have any through his own efforts or 
out of his own heart. Now he must be a poor, miserable and 
humiliated spirit whose conscience is burdened and in 
anguish because of the law, commanding and demanding 
payment in full when he does not possess even a farthing 
with which to pay. Only to such persons is the law beneficial, 
because it has been given for the purpose of working such 
knowledge and humiliation; that is its real mission. These 
persons well know how to judge the works of hypocrites and 
fraudulent saints, namely, as nothing but lies and deception. 
David referred to this when he said, I said in my haste, all men 
are liars. (Psalm 116:11) 

For this reason Paul calls the law a law unto death, 
saying, “And the commandment, which was unto life, this I 
found to be unto death (Romans 7:10),” and a power of sin. 1 
Corinthians 15:56: “And the power of sin is the law,” and in 2 
Corinthians 3:6 he says, For the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth 
life. All this means, if the law and human nature be brought 
into a right relation, the one to the other, then will sin and a 
troubled conscience first become manifest. Man, then, sees 
how desperately wicked his heart is, how great his sins are, 
even as to things he formerly considered good works and no 
sin. He now is compelled to confess that by and of himself he 
is a child of perdition, a child of God’s wrath and of hell. Then 
there is only fear and trembling, all self-conceit vanishes, 
while fear and despair fill his heart. Thus man is crushed and 
put to naught, and truly humbled. 

Inasmuch as all this is caused only by the law, St. Paul 
truly says, that it is a law unto death and a letter that killeth, 
and that through the commandment sin becomes 
exceedingly sinful (Romans 7:13), provoking God’s wrath. For 
the law gives and helps us in no way whatever; it only 
demands and drives and shows us our misery and depravity. 

 
Concerning the Gospel 

The other word of God is neither law nor command-
ments, and demands nothing of us. But when that has been 
done by the first word, namely, the law, and has worked deep 
despair and wretchedness in our hearts. then God comes and 

Martin Luther 

The Difference Between the Law and the Gospel 

Therefore, works do not belong to the Gospel, as it is not a law; 
only faith belongs to it, as it is altogether a promise and  

an offer of divine grace. 
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offers us His blessed and life-giving word and promises; He 
pledges and obligates Himself to grant grace and help in 
order to deliver us from misery, not only to pardon all our 
sins, but even to blot them out, and in addition to this to 
create in us love and delight in keeping His law. 

Behold, this divine promise of grace and forgiveness of 
sin is rightly called the Gospel. And I say here, again, that by 
the Gospel you must by no means understand anything else 
than the divine promise of God’s grace and His forgiveness of 
sin. For thus it was that Paul’s epistles were never under-
stood, nor can they be understood by the Papists, because 
they do not know what the Law and the Gospel really mean. 
They hold Christ to be a law-maker, and the Gospel a mere 
doctrine of a new law. That is nothing else than locking up 
the Gospel and entirely concealing it. 

Now, the word Gospel is of Greek origin and signifies in 
German Frohliche Botschaft, that is glad tidings, because it 
proclaims the blessed doctrine of life eternal by divine 
promise, and offers grace and forgiveness of sin: Therefore, 
works do not belong to the Gospel, as it is not a law; only 
faith belongs to it, as it is altogether a promise and an offer of 
divine grace. Whosoever now believes the Gospel will receive 
grace and the Holy Spirit. This will cause the heart to rejoice 
and find delight in God, and will enable the believer to keep 
the law cheerfully, without expecting reward, without fear of 
punishment, without seeking compensation, as the heart is 
perfectly satisfied with God’s grace, by which the law has 
been fulfilled. 

But all these promises from the beginning are founded 
on Christ, so that God promises no one this grace except 
through Christ, who is the messenger of the divine promise 

to the whole world. For this reason He came and through the 
Gospel brought these promises into all the world, which 
before this time had been proclaimed by the prophets. It is, 
therefore, in vain if anyone, like the Jews, expects the 
fulfilment of the divine promises without Christ. All is 
centered and decreed in Christ. Whosoever will not hear Him 
shall have no promises of God. For just as God acknowledges 
no law besides the law of Moses and the writings of the 
prophets, so He makes no promises, except through Christ 
alone. 

But you may reply, is there not also much law in the 
Gospel and in the epistles of Paul? and, again, many promises 
in the writings of Moses and the prophets? I answer: There is 
no book in the Bible in which both are not found. God has 
always placed side by side both law and promise. For He 
teaches by the law what we are to do, and by the promises 
whence we shall receive power to do it. 

But the New Testament especially is called the Gospel 
above the other books of the Bible. because it was written 
after the coming of Christ, who fulfilled the divine promises, 
brought them unto us and publicly proclaimed them by oral 
preaching, which promises were before concealed in the Old 
Testament Scriptures. Therefore, hold to this distinction, and 
no matter what books you have before you, be they of the Old 
or of the New Testament, read them with a discrimination so 
as to observe that when promises are made in a book, it is a 
Gospel-book; when commandments are given, it is a law-
book. But because in the New Testament the promises are 
found so abundantly, and in the Old Testament so many laws, 
the former is called the Gospel, and the latter the Book of the 
Law. ~ 

 
 
 

 
As we read and meditate on the Holy Scriptures, we see the fellowship of believers that we are all called 
to be a part of as the Body of Christ. The beautiful revelation of God’s love in Christ Jesus, and the grace 
that has brought it to man is something we have no part in other than to receive it by faith. It is God’s 
part; and it is complete in Christ. Where we struggle is in our relationship to our fellow human beings, 
believers and unbelievers. God’s love never fails, but ours so often does. It is a blessing to find supple-
mentary reading that helps us understand the interaction of the Christian fellowship, without which 
we have great difficulty relating to those outside of the Christian fellowship. Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s Life 
Together is one of those books that is Christ-centered, and focuses on the fellowship of believers. In his 
teaching to an underground seminary, he offers to everyone insight into this fellowship.  
Amazon says this: 

“In Life Together, Dietrich Bonhoeffer, renowned Christian minister, professor, and author of The Cost of Discipleship 
recounts his unique fellowship in an underground seminary during the Nazi years in Germany. Giving practical advice on 
how life together in Christ can be sustained in families and groups, Life Together is bread for all who are hungry for the real 
life of Christian fellowship.”  ~ 

 
Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest 
thou also be tempted. Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ. For if a man think himself to be something, when he 
is nothing, he deceiveth himself. But let every man prove his own work, and then shall he have rejoicing in himself alone, and not in 
another. For every man shall bear his own burden. Let him that is taught in the word communicate unto him that teacheth in all good 
things. Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap. For he that soweth to his flesh shall of 
the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting. And let us not be weary in well doing: 
for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not. As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men, especially unto them who 
are of the household of faith.  

Galatians 6:1-10 

Book Recommendation: Life Together 
Pastor Stan Lampinen 

Seattle, Washington 
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Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth through 
the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye love one 
another with a pure heart fervently: Being born again, not of 
corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which 
liveth and abideth for ever. For all flesh is as grass, and all the glory 
of man as the flower of grass. The grass withereth, and the flower 
thereof falleth away: But the word of the Lord endureth for ever. 
And this is the word which by the gospel is preached unto you. 
Wherefore laying aside all malice, and all guile, and hypocrisies, 
and envies, and all evil speakings, As newborn babes, desire the 
sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby: If so be ye 
have tasted that the Lord is gracious.  

1 Peter 1:22 - 2:3 
 How long has it been since you’ve observed a hungry 

newborn baby?  
 

T 
HE APOSTLE PETER ADDRESSED HIS epistle to the 
strangers who were scattered all over Asia Minor, 
who were elect of God the Father, sanctified by the 

Holy Spirit, and sprinkled by the blood of Jesus Christ. These 
stranger-saints were born again, not by corruptible seed that 
will perish, but by the incorruptible Seed that will never pass 
away. This incorruptible Seed is none other than the very 
Word of God, which lives and abides forever. 

After writing of the Seed/Word and stressing that the 
Word of the Lord abides forever, Peter discusses humanity, 
quoting the prophet Isaiah in saying that all of humanity is 
like grass grown from seed that will perish. We quickly grow, 
bloom, wither and die. 

But.  
So often the Scripture brings comfort and promises with 

that little word “but.” 
But the Word of the Lord endures forever. It will never 

fail. It will never wither. It will never die. 
This Word is the Gospel—the very Good News of Jesus—

that was preached to you.  
So, because you are now the people of God, set aside all 

the evil things—malice, guile, hypocrisy, envy, evil words—
and instead desire the Good Word, the Word of God.  

Desire it so much that you seem like a hungry newborn. 
Demand it. Howl for it, if that’s what it takes. 

The Word of the Lord will grow you. Like milk is 
nourishment to an infant, God’s Word is nourishment for 
your soul. If you have tasted that the Lord is gracious, Peter 
says, you will desire this pure milk for growth. 

 

The Apostle John says that the Word became flesh and 
dwelt among us. Jesus—the Incarnate God—is the pure Word 
of God. The writer to the Hebrews said that God spoke to us in 
the past by His prophets, but now in this last time He has 
spoken to us by His Son. Isaiah, one of the prophets by whom 
God spoke in the past (and whom Peter quoted), wrote: 

Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith your God. Speak ye 
comfortably to Jerusalem, and cry unto her, that her warfare is 
accomplished, that her iniquity is pardoned: for she hath received of 
the Lord's hand double for all her sins. 

 The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye the 
way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
Every valley shall be exalted, and every mountain and hill shall be 
made low: and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough 
places plain: And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all 
flesh shall see it together: for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it. 
The voice said, Cry. And he said, What shall I cry? All flesh is grass, 
and all the goodliness thereof is as the flower of the field: The grass 
withereth, the flower fadeth: because the spirit of the Lord bloweth 
upon it: surely the people is grass. The grass withereth, the flower 
fadeth: but the word of our God shall stand for ever.  

O Zion, that bringest good tidings, get thee up into the high 
mountain; O Jerusalem, that bringest good tidings, lift up thy voice 
with strength; lift it up, be not afraid; say unto the cities of Judah, 
Behold your God!  Behold, the Lord God will come with strong hand, 
and his arm shall rule for him: behold, his reward is with him, and 
his work before him. He shall feed his flock like a shepherd: he shall 
gather the lambs with his arm, and carry them in his bosom, and 
shall gently lead those that are with young. (Isaiah 40:1-11)   

 
Take in the Word of 

the Lord as a hungry 
infant greedily devours 
milk. Read the Word for 
yourself, and demand it 
from your pastors and 
preachers—they are the 
under-shepherds tasked 
with delivering the 
pure milk of the Word 
to your hungry soul.   

Jesus said that His Words will never pass away: Heaven 
and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away. 
(Matthew 24:35) Jesus the Word—His words—will nourish and 
keep you to the end. His promises are true. ~ 
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As Newborn Babes  
Lois Matson 
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T 
HERE ARE GENERALLY TWO TYPES of gospel preaching common among us. The first presents all men as sinners and Christ’s 
blood as the remedy, and then asks if one is a partaker of the remedy, with the surety of it generally contained in such 
questions as, Have you left the ways of the world, Are you living after the flesh, Have you made confession of (put away 

your) sin, Are you striving against sin, etc. This preaching ignores the Justification that is by faith in Christ, and places our 
faith, or confidence, in Sanctification, or how well we are warring against sin. This is a great and hideous error. 

The right way to preach the Gospel is to present all men as sinners and Christ’s blood as the remedy, and then preach 
forgiveness of sins by faith alone, teaching the penitent to look only to the atoning blood of Christ and believe that therein is 
his or her complete, absolute, and eternal Justification, or forgiveness of sins. God forgives and receives you solely for the sake 
of Christ and His redemptive work, with no regard to your greatest merit (which is none before God) or your greatest demerit. 
God beholds only the work of His Son and is completely satisfied. Then teach that on account of having received such an 
inestimable gift, having beheld what manner of love the Father has bestowed upon us that we should be called the children of 
God, let us as obedient children strive against sin, the world, and our own flesh. Not so that we can receive forgiveness, but 
because we have already received and possess it by grace alone. ~  

Steven E. Anderson 
Greer, South Carolina 

The Error of Confusing Justification and Sanctification 

 
Be not thou afraid when one is made rich, when the glory of his 
house is increased; For when he dieth he shall carry nothing away: 
his glory shall not descend after him. Though while he lived he 
blessed his soul: and men will praise thee, when thou doest well to 
thyself. He shall go to the generation of his fathers; they shall never 
see light. Man that is in honour, and understandeth not, is like the 
beasts that perish.  

Psalm 49:16-20 
 

T 
HIS IS A SERIOUS PLACE in God’s Word which speaks to all of 
us. The love of riches and honor is so close to us, right in 
our fallen nature. If we get riches to ourselves, we cannot 

take it with us when we die. All the glory of it will be gone. It says 
here that when the rich man lives, he blesses his soul, and men will 
praise those that are rich and do well. Is this what we want? Is it 
not much better to be blessed by God than by ourselves? Do we love 
the praises of men? We need God’s blessing that we may know and 
understand His salvation. When a rich and honorable man dies 
without understanding, he is as the beasts that perish. May God 
bless us with heavenly understanding and godly wisdom, and save 
us through Jesus His Son, that we would not perish, but have 
everlasting life. 

Paul Coponen; Chassell, Michigan  
Submitted by Ralph & Barbara Somero; New Ipswich, New Hampshire 

In the Arms of Jesus  
Gordon Kuusisto 

New Ipswich, New Hampshire 

In the loving arms of Jesus  
They are far away from here,  

Looking down with love  
Away from all this fear;  
There waiting up above  

With eyes that hold no tears.  

They’re in the arms of Jesus,  
Away from all this pain,  

There singing praises to our Savior  
In a place that has no shame;  
They’ll be happy evermore  

And with a brand new name. 

They’re in the arms of Jesus;  
They now can see our Savior’s face,  

In a place that knows no death  
They’re living in that great place,  

Where never is there a last breath—  
It'll be amazing to know true grace.  

They’re in the arms of Jesus  
Where they know at last true peace;  

And fight will be a foreign word  
And at last all struggle will cease,  

In a place where there’s only singing,  
In the city with golden streets.  

They’re in the arms of Jesus—  
At last they know true peace. 


