
January 2013January 2013January 2013January 2013    

 Jesus Christ the Same 

Jesus Christ the same yesterday, 
and to day, and for ever.  

Hebrews 13:8 

W hen we look back at the year past and honestly assess it, we find that it has been a 
year of change. Some changes have been small 

and almost seemingly unnoticeable and others have been 
large and unmistakable. There have been good changes 
that we have welcomed. There have been hard changes 
that if we could have avoided we would have, and even 
now we lament their occurrence and desire their reversal. 
In this assessment of the past year and the years that have 
come before it, we see that nothing in our physical 
existence in this world has any permanence. We find quite 
the opposite.  

Everything in this life is changing or, more clearly put, 
passing away. This is how our blessed Savior and Lord 
Jesus put it in Matthew 24:35: Heaven and earth shall pass 
away, but my words shall not pass away. Our Lord portrays 
for us in these words a clear distinction, that which is 
temporary and that which is permanent or eternal. The 
temporary is the world in which we exist at present, as well 
as everything that is visible to the eye, including the body 
that we bear in this life. The permanent, or eternal, are His 
Words, the Word by which He joins Himself to us.  

I n the verse from Hebrews with which we began, we 
are directed to our unchangeable Savior, Lord and God 

Jesus Christ. We are clearly told that He is the same 
yesterday. The passage of time has no power over Him as 
it does over this world that is passing away. He is the same 
today. The very moment that we live in now finds Jesus 
exactly the same as He was yesterday, at the very 
beginning of time, even from eternity. He is the same 
forever. Tomorrow He will remain unchanged from 
yesterday and today. If the Lord gives us another day here 
on earth, we will wake to a multitude of changes in this 
world. Again, they will be big and small, welcomed and 

unwelcomed. They will take place because this world is 
passing away. Jesus and His Words, on the other hand, are 
not passing away. They are permanent, eternal. 

The context of Hebrews 13:8 is bound to the entirety 
of the whole book. I would encourage you to read all of 
Hebrews at one time, in one sitting. I will tie verse 8, for 
the purpose of this short meditation, to the preceding 
verse, Hebrews 13:7:  Remember them which have the rule 
over you, who have spoken unto you the word of God: whose 
faith follow, considering the end of their conversation. Those 
who have spoken the Word of God to us have delivered the 
only source of permanence there is, the unchangeable 
crucified and risen Lord Jesus Christ, the same enduring 
Word that Jesus said would not pass away. Yes! Jesus is 
His Word; Jesus is the Word of God. 

There have been many preachers of the cross of Jesus 
Christ in our lives. Some of them are still here with us and 
continue to point us to the Lamb of God who has taken 
away the sin of the world. Many others have passed from 
life in this world, because this world is passing away; it is 
changing. In Hebrews 13:7, we are directed to remember 
them and to follow the faith they received in this life by 
hearing the Word of God that they preached and believed 
for themselves, the Word that told them and tells us that 
Jesus Christ was crucified and shed His blood for the 
remission of our sin and rose from the dead for our 
justification before God. We are to consider the outcome of 
their life, or their conversation: Jesus Christ the same 
yesterday, and to day, and for ever. 

The implications of this are without limits. Because 
God sent His Son to suffer, die and rise from the dead, sin 
has been paid for and death has been overcome. Those who 
have passed from this life having faith according to God's 
grace in Jesus Christ are not dead, but live. The changes in 
this life have no permanent or eternal impact on them, 
even the death of their bodies, because they knew they 
would receive a new one according to the Word of God.  

continued page 2 

Pastor Gene Mixon 
Seattle, Washington 
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A s we step off into another year, let us, according to the grace of God, rest in the Word that has been 
spoken to us and trust in the Word that has saved us in 
spite of ourselves and that never changes, Jesus Christ. He 
has promised never to leave us or forsake us. Jesus is 
sufficient for us. Let us be content with what we receive in 
this life, because all the riches of the world cannot 
compare with the riches of God in Christ. Our Savior says 

in John 11:25-26: I am the resurrection, and the life: he that 
believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live: And 
whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die. Believest 
thou this? Believe it! It is true, because it is the Word of 
God spoken to you. 

May our heavenly Father establish and keep our 
hearts according to His holy grace through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. ~ 

 

Did You Know?Did You Know?Did You Know?Did You Know?    
Did you know that the mission work supported by your Foreign Mission donations has 
spread throughout the country of India? The population of India is approximately 1.24 
billion, which represents about 17% of the world's population. Dr. K. Syam Kumar, who 
is responsible for some of the work in India, says that his next goal is to establish churches 
in the Middle East Gulf countries of Dubai, Kuwait and Qatar. There are many Indian 
nationals working in these countries who have requested help in starting churches. If God 
allows, through the moving of the Holy Spirit, Dr. Kumar would like to answer the call to 
plant churches in other Middle East countries. 

And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; 
and then shall the end come.                  Matthew 24:14 

The Grace of Our Lord Jesus Christ  
Mark Sunnarborg 

Rhinelander, Wisconsin 

M ay the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
multiplied unto you today and forever. Amen! 

The Word of God is the same yesterday, today and 
forever. The revelation of this Word is inspired by God 
Himself to reveal into the hearts of men His Son Jesus, 
thus granting us believing hearts and a new measure of 
faith to walk each day. God goes with us and before us to 
make ready all things that are needed for today. Know 
this: we are in His hands and there is no greater joy that 
we can know. Trust Him today for He cares for you.  

We are kept on the way of life by the Word of God. 
His covenant and promises are for all to believe. God does 
not want any of us to make promises we are unable keep, 
but we are kept by the Word and faith in believing the 
Gospel, which speaks and brings peace into the hearts of 
men when their consciences are free from sin in the name 
and blood of Jesus. The Word of God speaks of the power 
granted to believers to release penitent sinners from their 
sins. This spoken Word, and faith in it, is necessary for us 
to walk in the faith God grants us. Believe your sins are 
forgiven in the name and blood of Jesus. 

God's Word reminds us not to deny the power given. 
Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: 
from such turn away. (2 Timothy 3:5) We believe this 
word, but many are now questioning whether this power 
really has been given or if it is needed. God's Word speaks 
of a great falling away from the truth and the hardening 
of men's hearts in leaving the truth to believe a lie. 

I ask you: Have you also been persuaded to believe 
that the message of the Gospel is not necessary for 
believers anymore?  Have you stopped washing the feet of 
others with the pure water of the Gospel, water that flows 
from the throne of God? This water is the spoken Word 
cleansing believers of weights and sins with which they are 
burdened. This then restores peace into the hearts of them 
that believe. This Word has been given by God Himself. 
We are also reminded that there is life in this Gospel 
because there is life in the blood; the Gospel sprinkles this 
cleansing blood washing consciences clean by the spoken 
Word.  I ask you to believe this by faith and live. 

Now that you have been granted a believing heart in 
the Gospel, God will give you strength each day to share 
this with others. God grants His children great confidence 
in the Gospel message that he is able to share it. This is 
given to free men from the bondage of sin, as Apostle Paul 
says, For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is 
the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to 
the Jew first, and also to the Greek. (Romans 1:16) 

M y heart's desire is that you would have life here that has been granted, peace in knowing that your 
name is written in the Lamb's Book of Life and that you 
are walking by faith. Your every step is pleasing to our 
Father in heaven and one glorious day you will hear from 
God Himself,  "Thou good and faithful servant, enter into 
the joy of the Lord." 

God's peace! 
Your brother in Christ 

Dr. Syam Kumar and family 
Photo courtesy of themissionsite.com 



3  Christian Monthly January 2013 

D ear Friends in Christ,                                          God's peace! The Lord Jesus Christ is precious to 
all who believe. It is our desire to walk in His 

footsteps and be obedient unto Him in all things. 
Proverbs 14:2 says, He that walketh in his uprightness 

feareth the LORD: but he that is perverse in his ways 
despiseth him. Solomon contrasts the word "fear" with the 
word "despise." Despise means "to look down upon; to 
have the lowest opinion of; to disdain; to scorn." Also 
contrasted are two different types of people: those who 
"walk in uprightness" and those who are "perverse in their 
ways." Perverse means "to be turned aside from the right; 
turned to evil." These contrasts are given that we might 
discern between the righteous and the wicked. 

The meaning of the Third Commandment "Remember 
the Sabbath Day to keep it holy" is "We should fear and 
love God that we may not despise preaching and His 
Word, but hold it sacred and gladly hear and learn it." 

The fear of the Lord then does not necessarily mean 
terror or being afraid of God, for the word "fear" has 
several definitions. The fear of the Lord is not just an 

emotion or something we feel. In this passage and in most 
passages, especially in Proverbs, it has the meaning of 
reverence, respect, awe, and highly esteeming the Lord 
and His holy precious Word.   

J esus Christ is the living Word (And the Word was 
made flesh… John 1:14) Through faith in His name and 

His precious shed blood we receive the forgiveness of our 
sins and inherit eternal life. But unto you that fear my name 
shall the Sun of righteousness arise with healing in his 
wings… (Malachi 4:2) Then they that feared the LORD 
spake often one to another: and the LORD hearkened, and 
heard it, and a book of remembrance was written before him 
for them that feared the LORD, and that thought upon his 
name. And they shall be mine, saith the LORD of hosts… 
(Malachi 3:16-17) 

May God give us great grace that we may walk 
humbly in the fear of the Lord, turning aside from evil and 
doing what is good, and highly esteem the precious name 
and shed atoning blood of our Lord Jesus Christ. May His 
blood speak forgiveness to our hearts. God bless you! 

In God's peace and love. 

The Fear of the Lord 
Pastor Andrew G. Kandoll 

Champion, Michigan 

W hen the Redeemer comes, the blind 
receive their sight, the deaf hear, the lame 
walk, and the dumb have voices given them 

to resound His praise. These mighty works, in their 
literal sense, marked His character, and confirmed His 
claims, when He was upon earth; and He Himself 
appealed to these, in proof of His being the promised 
Savior whom the prophets had foretold, and that no 
other was to be expected (Matthew 11:3-6). 

But the words have a still more sublime and 
important sense. As the great Physician, He cured all 
manner of diseases and infirmities. But this was not the 
principle design for which He came into the world. The 
maladies to which sin has subjected the body are but 
emblems of the more dreadful evils which it has 
brought upon the soul. He came to open the eyes of the 
mind; to make the obstinate will attentive and obedient 
to the voice of God; to invigorate our benumbed and 
paralytic faculties, that we may be active and cheerful 
in His service; and to open our lips, that our mouths 
may show forth His praise. I have a good hope that I 
may warrantably say, This day is this Scripture 
fulfilled in your ears (Luke 4:21). Some of you who were 
once darkness are now light in the Lord. 

These different effects are produced by one simple, 
but powerful, operation. While Lazarus lay in the 
grave, all his natural powers were inactive. But when  

the voice of the Son 
of God restored him 
to life (John 11:43), 
he was, of course, 
immediately 
enabled to see, to 
hear, to move, and 
to speak. Thus, 
while we were 
spiritually dead, we 
were necessarily 
blind, deaf, dumb, 
and motionless, 
with respect to all 
the objects and 
faculties of that life 
of God in the soul, 
which is the 
perfection and honor of our nature.  

W hen we are made partakers of this life, by a 
new and heavenly birth, then our spiritual 

senses are brought into exercise. Then the eyes of the 
blind are opened to see the beauty and glory of divine 
truths; we hear the voice of God; we feel at liberty to 
walk and act in His service; and our tongues are taught 
to praise Him. 

John Newton 

   The Great Physician 
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D ear young children of 
God, I hope this day finds 
you all well and ready to love 

and serve Jesus in this new year. 
You read about Jesus' birth last 
month. Today I would like to tell 
about other things that took place 
during that time. 
When Jesus was born, there was 

an ungodly king ruling over Israel. 
He liked being king so much that it 
made him very proud and he didn't 
want anyone else to take his place. 
When Jesus was born, there 

were wise men far away in another 
part of the country who had been 
shown a special star and God's 
Spirit told them it meant the King of 
the Jews had been born. God's 
Spirit worked in the wise men's hearts and they wanted 
to follow the star and find this Baby. I think that is such 
an incredible thing. These wise men studied the stars, 
and when they saw this special star, God helped them 
to know what its meaning was. These wise men 
traveled for several months before reaching Jerusalem. 
The Bible does not say how they traveled, but I think 
that they possibly rode on camels. Camels were a 
common sort of travel in the desert places because they 
can go several days without a lot of food or water, and 
they have special feet to walk on sand. 
When the wise men reached Jerusalem they went 

to the king (Herod) saying, Where is he that is born 
King of the Jews? for we have seen his star in the east, 
and are come to worship him. When Herod the king 
had heard these things, he was troubled, and all 
Jerusalem with him. (Matthew 2:2-3) 
Why was Herod so troubled? He had just heard 

about a Baby who was also called a King, and Herod 
was thinking that this Baby would take the peoples' 
minds off of him as king. He was very worried that he 
would lose his throne. What can he do to keep this from 
happening? Herod began piecing together a very 
wicked plan to kill this Baby. Herod gathered all the 
chief priest and scribes (writers) together and asked 
them where Jesus was to born.  They told him, 
"Bethlehem of Judea." 
Herod called the wise men to him and asked them 

when they had seen the star. He sent them to find the 
Baby, and then they were to come back and tell him so 
he could go worship Him also. Now you children know 
Herod did NOT mean to worship, did he?   
The wise men left Herod and when they came 

outside, there was the same star and they rejoiced with 
very much joy. They knew their long journey to this 
Babe was almost over. They were soon to see the very 
Messiah that the people had so long waited for. 

Jesus was not in the manger as 
He was when He was born. The 
Bible says, And when they were 
come into the house, they saw 
the young child with Mary his 
mother, and fell down, and 
worshipped him: and when they 
had opened their treasures, they 
presented unto him gifts; gold, 
and frankincense, and myrrh. 
(Matthew 2:11) Oh, how the wise 
men must have rejoiced to see 
this Baby and to be some of the 
first to worship Him! I just 
marvel at the holiness of the 
Baby Jesus. The people bowed to 
worship Him. 
God warned the wise men not to 
go back to Herod but to go on 

their way home by another road. This made Herod very 
angry, so he decided to have all the children two years 
old and younger put to death. From the time the wise 
men had seen the star until now was about two years, 
so Jesus would have been close to that age. Herod was 
sure he was going to get Jesus one way or another. Isn't 
that awful? But this is what happened and there was 
much sadness. 
Did Jesus die? No, an angel of God had told Joseph 

to take Mary and Jesus and run away to Egypt. God 
was protecting Jesus and He was safe in Egypt. 
While in Egypt, an angel appeared to Joseph in a 

dream, telling him to take the young Child and His 
mother to Israel as Herod and those who wanted to kill 
Jesus were now dead. Joseph started to go there, but he 
learned that Herod's son was the ruler there and 
became afraid and turned aside into a part of Galilee to 
the city of Nazareth. 
The prophets of old spoke of Nazareth as Jesus' 

dwelling place (Matthew 2:23). He was about two years 
old when they came there. God kept His Son Jesus safe. 
He would grow up and teach people about His Father. 
Then one day, He would give up His life here to save 
people from their sins, so they may have life with Him 
some day forever. 

T his Christmas story has such a happy 
beginning and also a happy ending as far as what I 

have told you, but this is a story that is living in our 
hearts every day and has no end. Jesus is never ending 
and will do much for each of you all the days of your 
life. Be willing to serve Him and He will greatly bless 
you with special blessings, big and small, so many you 
may not even be able to count them. I pray that Jesus 
will be with you through this new year and that you will 
keep Him as your best friend. He has always been holy 
and is deserving of our praise. 

Happy New Year! God's peace. 

 Wise Men from Afar, Led by a Star 
Gwen Wilson 
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True Christianity 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

This sermon of Laestadius' is 
much needed in this day to awaken us 
from our sleep so that when the 
Bridegroom comes we would have 
enough strength to trim our lamps. 
May we not be like those hardened 
hearts of the prophet Jeremiah's time 
when the Lord spoke unto them: 
Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the 
ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, 
where is the good way, and walk therein, 
and ye shall find rest for your souls. But 
they said, We will not walk therein. 
Also I set watchmen over you, saying, 
Hearken to the sound of the trumpet. 
But they said, We will not hearken. 
(Jeremiah 6:16-17) May the Spirit of 
the Lord guide your hearts and minds 
in this matter. 

Your weak brother in tribulation, 
Jesse G. Fraki 

Ottertail, Minnesota 
    

I will sing of the mercies of the LORD 
for ever: with my mouth will 
I make known thy faithfulness 
to all generations.     Psalm 89:1 

B y the guidance of today's 
holy text, we wish to consider 
how a Christian praises God's 

grace and makes known His truth to 
all generations. It seems this psalm 
was sung in the temple while David 
was yet alive on his deathbed, or 
immediately after Solomon was 
chosen king. As King David, being 
old and sickly, was unable to sing, 
he assigned his song leader, Etan, to 
write a hymn of praise honoring 
God for the great grace that his 
most promising son succeeded him 
on the throne as king of Israel.  
In this manner the 89th psalm 

was composed, according to the 
contents of this psalm. What 
connection this psalm had on 
David's Christianity is another 
question. Natural man surmises 
that a dying father may feel joyous 
and happy at leaving behind a son 
to manage the home and execute 
his last will. Natural man holds it 
very important to have some of the 
deceased one's children administer 
his natural or temporal affairs. He 

is greatly concerned that the 
children can support themselves 
well and prosper in the world.  
Let us not understand it so, as if 

the dying King David's greatest 
concern was for the temporal 
prosperity of his subjects and 
children. No, David's prime concern 
was that his children and subjects 
would be God-fearing Christians. 
He had devotedly worshiped God, 
for deeply within his heart he 
sensed this truth: the fear of the 
Lord is the true and proper 
foundation of man's happiness in 
time and eternity. Therefore, he had 
God's promise that one of his 
descendants, Christ, would sit on 
David's throne to rule the Gentiles 
with a rod of iron.  
Hence, he sang so many psalms 

of Christ. David was not so simple 
as to believe so foolishly concerning 
God's promise of the Messiah or 
Christ being fulfilled so soon in his 
son Solomon. He did not believe 
Solomon was the man to free the 
nation Israel of their sins. His hope 
was that in his son, Solomon, would 
materialize the last will of the dying 
father concerning the true worship 
of God, by which the piety of the 
nation would be advanced while 
awaiting the promised Saviour. God 
also had promised David that his 
son, Solomon, would build the 
Lord's temple where the entire 
nation could assemble for divine 
services. Therefore, the dying father 
rejoiced for God had granted him 
such a son capable of executing his 
last will in those matters which 
pertained to the true fear of God. 
Thus we hear the dying David's joy 
was spiritual rejoicing. 

H ere, now, is the difference 
between true and false 

Christianity. The confessors of true 
Christianity rejoice over the growth 
of God's kingdom. Confessors of 
false Christianity mourn not over 
the eternal misfortunes of 
themselves nor of others. Followers 
of dead faith are unconcerned of the 
fortune of others, for they do not 
believe that their Christianity is in 
poor condition. They have such a 
pleasant supposition that God is 

merciful to the unrepentant, and 
trusting upon this imagined grace, 
they shamelessly commit sin. Their 
faith appears as strong as a 
mountain. Depending upon this 
dead faith, they live as pagans. They 
drink and believe; they curse and 
believe; they wrong their neighbor 
and still believe God is merciful. For 
the devil has them imagining such a 
life is not sinful. It seems a grace-
thief despises the most important 
parts of Christianity. David's 
penitence was necessary for David 
or other similar vulgar 
transgressors, but not for 
respectable people. The publican's 
sighing is considered hypocrisy. The 
sinful woman, because she wept at 
Jesus' feet, was no better than other 
people. Perhaps it was needful for 
her, a prominent whore, but not for 
honorable men. Peter's going out 
and weeping bitterly may have been 
necessary for him having denied 
Christ. But a grace-thief has never 
denied Christ, so he need not weep 
as Peter. Neither do grace-thieves 
have reason for meditating nor 
mourning as Luther grieved. All 
such grieving is needless 
meditation, says a grace-thief.  
How will it be now with the 

grace-thief when death comes? Can 
he thank God as David for the grace 
which had come to him? It has been 
seen that a strong faith, which never 
doubts, often changes to doubting 
when death approaches. From 
whence comes this doubting and 
terror of death? Most likely it is 
because the grace-thief commits 
sins while trusting on God's grace. 
He has never become a Christian 
while alive, nor can he become a 
Christian in death for then it is too 
late. Such a man never has 
awakened from the sleep of sin, 
mourned, despaired, nor sighed as a 
publican. Never has he felt the 
might of Satan, the curse of the 
Law, God's wrath, feared death and 
the judgment, neither has he been 
in the torment of soul. When death 
surprises him, then, finally, the 
scales fall from his eyes. With 
horror he sees he is in a bad way. 

continued page 6 
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Man! Consider carefully before 
you depart headlong to eternity. 
Think not as some foolish ones: Oh, 
there is time for mourning in 
eternity. At the present time many 
say, "Heavy and troublesome is our 
life and when man dies he is no 
more. To our knowledge none has 
returned from death. So, come: let 
us live well and enjoy ourselves 
while young. Let us fill ourselves 
with the best wine and oil. Forget 
not the spring flowers; let us carry 
wreaths of young roses before they 
fade." Thus spoke the sorrowless 
throng already in Solomon's time. 
Not in the least did this wild gang 
believe in a better life after this life. 
The members of such a crowd 
blaspheme those who think 
seriously. They reject all 
exhortations to repentance. They 
satisfy the sinful lusts and desires 
wherever and however they may.  
Others think: One should not 

live such a high life. Man should 
reform his life and live meekly, do 
right to everyone and live 
respectably. But to start thinking 
seriously and sighing, mourning 
and being melancholy and 
depressed will not do at all. It is 
only fanaticism and needless 
meditation. Man, surely, will be 
blessed with less sorrowing.  
Is that so? Why did Luther 

meditate so many years before he 
comprehended faith? Was Luther's 
mourning unnecessary? Do you 
think Luther has mourned 
sufficiently for all of us, so we need 
have no concern of the matter of 
entering the kingdom of heaven? 
Perhaps we should just believe 
Luther has meditated enough for us 
so we will surely be saved. But I 
think everyone must mourn before 
he can come to a similar faith as 
Luther had. 

B efore a man can begin to 
mourn, he must have an 

awakening of the conscience. None 
can have concern over one's soul's 
salvation with a sleeping 
conscience. How is it possible to 
awaken the conscience of such who 
willfully lulls it to sleep by drinking, 
feasting and all sinful 
entertainments and pastimes which 

banish all true sorrow? How can the 
conscience of such be awakened 
who considers himself a Christian 
already without penitence, 
conversion, repentance, nor the 
new birth? Man who has never 
awakened, or if at some time he had 
awakened but never comprehended 
faith, or even if he had living faith 
but has fallen from grace, imagines 
that God is merciful and trusting 
upon this stolen grace, he commits 
sin and lives as the sorrowless. 
When death approaches, such a 
man becomes desperate. Struggling 
will avail nothing, but you must 
accompany death, for it is not 
ceremonious with anyone. 

Y ou realize this, O man! 
You realize you must depart 

from here, but you are not sure of 
your destiny. It may have occurred 
to you as to Paul, when he thought 
he was doing God a service while 
persecuting the Christians. He was 
captured in the race of sin. He 
considered the Christians fanatics 
and wild spirits who should be 
destroyed by the power of the law of 
the land. Does not similar blindness 
dominate those, even now, who 
have hatred for Christians and 
consider them fanatics, heretics and 
wild spirits who should be 
destroyed by fire, sword or the force 
of the law of the land? Here, 
precisely, is that blindness: false 
Christianity appears right to the 
blind, worldly throng, but true 
Christianity seems to be fanaticism, 
hypocrisy, superstition and spiritual 
arrogance. If the world were not 
blinded so by Satan, it certainly 
would become awakened and would 
comprehend true Christianity. As 
the world is blinded in the same 
manner as Paul before his 
conversion, it must hate, despise 
and mock the Christians wherever 
they appear in the world. 
We have, now, indicated by 

David's words how a dying 
Christian praises the grace of God, 
when his last will is accomplished in 
the success of true Christianity. A 
false Christian cannot do so who is 
fastened to the world until the last 
moments of his life. Natural man 
has greatest concern over his goods 
when he must depart. If he 

possesses but rags, he has concern 
over them that they would not be 
carelessly handled. Woe, how sad is 
the state of such men, who lack 
heavenly goods because they have 
not looked for them in the time of 
grace. He is miserable and wretched 
already here in this life when he has 
no God. But he is most miserable 
when he must depart without hope, 
confidence or the assurance of a 
better life in the hereafter. 

S eek, therefore, in all 
seriousness, to find what David 

found, namely, eternal peace. 
Become not enchanted by the 
world, by its offered goods and 
deceitful honor, for you shall soon 
leave the world. He is blessed who 
can leave this world joyously and 
peacefully in the care of the Great 
Crossbearer, Reconciliator, and 
thorn-crowned King who has freed 
the wretched prisoners from death 
and the devil's power. But those 
who twist their heads at the foot of 
the cross mocking Him with their 
ungodly, sorrowless life have no 
part nor lot in His kingdom. They 
must shamefully depart to receive 
their reward from the devil and the 
world which they have followed. 
Their reward of eternal tribulation 
they will receive when they shall 
soon lose all they have held dearest 
and most precious in this world. 
Added to this is the eternal 
reproach of the conscience for 
despising God's Word, as well as the 
warnings of the Christians in the 
time of grace. When they finally 
realize they are on the wrong way, 
all this falls heavily on the heads of 
the impenitent.  
Those few souls who have 

followed the footsteps of David, the 
prophets, disciples and Christ in 
tribulation of sin, the cross, sorrow, 
self-denial and patience, in true 
faith trusting in Him who has 
suffered death for our sins, will 
have their last will executed in 
seeing God and the one He has sent, 
Jesus Christ. They shall be gathered 
unto their Father in joy and peace, 
and the Lord shall wipe away the 
tears and give them a crown of life.  

Amen. 
L. L. Laestadius 

Condensed 
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I waited patiently for the LORD; and he 
inclined unto me, and heard my cry… 
And he hath put a new song in my mouth, 
even praise unto our God.  

Psalm 40:1, 3 

C ome and listen to the testimony of one who 
can speak from experience of the sure and 
blessed outcome of patient waiting upon God. 

True patience is so foreign to our self-confident nature, 
it is so indispensable in our waiting upon God, it is such 
an essential element of true faith, that we may well once 
again meditate on what the Word has to teach us. 
The word "patience" is derived from the Latin word 

for suffering. It suggests the thought of being under the 
constraint of some power from which we want to be 
free. At first we submit against our will; experience 
teaches us that when it is vain to resist, patient 
endurance is our wisest course. In waiting on God it is 
of infinite consequence that we not only submit because 
we are compelled to, but because we lovingly and 
joyfully consent to be in the hands of our blessed 
Father. Patience then becomes our highest blessedness 
and our highest grace.  

It honors God, and gives Him time to have His 
way with us. It is the highest expression of our faith 
in His goodness and faithfulness. It brings the soul 
perfect rest in the assurance that God is carrying on 
His work. It is the token of our full consent that God 
should deal with us in such a way and time as He 
thinks best. True patience is the losing of our self-
will in His perfect will.  

Such patience is needed for the true and full waiting 
on God. Such patience is the growth and fruit of our 
first lessons in the school of waiting. To some it may 
appear strange how difficult it is truly to wait upon God. 
The great stillness of soul before God that sinks into its 
own helplessness and waits for Him to reveal Himself; 
the deep humility that is afraid to let its own will or its 
own strength work aught except as God works to will 
and to do; the meekness that is content to be and to 

know nothing except as God gives His light; the entire 
resignation of the will that only wants to be a vessel in 
which His holy will can move and mold: all these 
elements of perfect patience are not found at once. But 
they will come in measure as the soul maintains its 
position, and ever again says: Truly my soul waiteth 
upon God: from him cometh my salvation. He only is 
my rock and my salvation... (Psalm 62:1-2) 
Have you ever noticed what proof we have that 

patience is a grace for which very special grace is given, 
in these words of Paul: Strengthened with all might, 
according to his glorious power, unto all—what? 
patience and longsuffering with joyfulness. (Colossians 
1:11) Yes, we need to be strengthened with all God's 
might, and that according to the measure of His 
glorious power, if we are to wait on God in all patience. 
It is God revealing Himself in us as our life and 
strength, that will enable us with perfect patience to 
leave all in His hands. If any are inclined to despond, 
because they have not such patience, let them be of 
good courage; it is in the course of our feeble and very 
imperfect waiting that God Himself by His hidden 
power strengthens us and works out in us the patience 
of the saints, the patience of Christ Himself.  
Listen to the voice of one who was deeply tried: I 

waited patiently for the LORD; and he inclined unto 
me, and heard my cry. Hear what he passed through: 
He brought me up also out of an horrible pit, out of the 
miry clay, and set my feet upon a rock, and established 
my goings. And he hath put a new song in my mouth, 
even praise unto our God... Patient waiting upon God 
brings a rich reward; the deliverance is sure; God 
Himself will put a new song into your mouth. O soul! be 
not impatient, whether it be in the exercise of prayer 
and worship that you find it difficult to wait, or in the 
delay in respect of definite requests, or in the fulfilling 
of your heart's desire for the revelation of God Himself 
in a deeper spiritual life—fear not, but rest in the Lord, 
and wait patiently for Him. And if you sometimes feel 
as if patience is not your gift, then remember it is God's 
gift, and take that prayer: And the Lord direct your 
hearts into the love of God, and into the patient 
waiting for Christ. Into the patience with which you are 
to wait on God, He Himself will guide you.  

My soul, wait thou only upon God... (Psalm 62:5) 
Andrew Murray 
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Are We Living  
in the Time of Noah?  

 
 
 
 

 
 

A  long time ago God 
chose Noah to build an 

ark. He was going to send a 
flood on the earth to destroy 
mankind because of their 
wickedness (Genesis 6). Noah's 
ark was the only place where 
one could find safety, and Noah 
and his family were the only 
ones that survived the flood. 

T oday in the world we are facing different kinds of floods: worries, trials, poverty, financial problems, illnesses, immorality and many 
other conflicts in our lives. But the biggest problem is SIN, which will 
lead us only to death without a future. There is not a Noah's ark to 
save us, but there is SOMEONE bigger than Noah's ark. There is 
someone who shed His blood for your and my sins. Yes, it is JESUS! 
He can save us from any personal flood; He can protect us, and He can 
provide for us. Come to Jesus in repentance and faith and He will give 
you peace and the promise of life eternal. 

 
Editor's Note: Alvar Helmes met this young man on Facebook and 

encouraged him to access our Christian Monthly and Foreign Mission 
websites. Won't you please ask your friends to do the same? 

The addresses are christianmonthlyalca.org 
and themissionsite.com.  
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EpiphanyEpiphanyEpiphanyEpiphany    

DDDD    esire of every nation, Light of the Gentiles, Thou! 
In fervent adoration 
Before Thy throne we bow; 
Our hearts and tongues adore Thee, 
Blest Dayspring from the skies. 
Like incense sweet before Thee, 
Permit our songs to rise. 
 

AAAA    rise and shine in splendor,  Thou bright and morning Star! 
The Gentiles come to render  
Their gifts from realms afar. 
The word by prophets spoken  
In truth is now fulfilled. 
And yearning hearts, once broken,  
With sweetest hope are filled. 
 

OOOO    ur Life and Resurrection,  Lord Jesus Christ, Thou art; 
O shed Thy light’s reflection  
To earth’s remotest part; 
Let Gentile tongues confess Thee,  
Rejoicing in Thy light, 
The ransomed thousands bless Thee,  
Thou hast dispelled the night. 

Anna B. Hoppe 
 

 

Now to him that is of power to 
stablish you according to my gospel, 
and the preaching of Jesus Christ, 
according to the revelation of the 
mystery, which was kept secret since 
the world began, But now is made 
manifest, and by the scriptures of the 
prophets, according to the command-
ment of the everlasting God, made 
known to all nations for the obedi-
ence of faith: To God only wise, be 
glory through Jesus Christ for ever. 

Amen. 

Romans 16:25-27 


