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God So Loved the World 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

M 
ARTIN LUTHER HAS DESCRIBED this verse as  
"the Bible in miniature." There are so many 
heavenly truths contained in this verse. Here 
are just a few of these: 

 
• "FOR GOD"  By this statement we see a definite 

declaration of the Divine! FOR GOD. This is a factual 
matter, no room for debate. The Bible never tries to 
prove the existence of God. The Bible starts by saying, 
"In the beginning God…." When reading the Bible, 
man is brought face to face with the declaration that 
God exists. Man must either accept or reject that 
fact. The God whom the Bible speaks about is the one 
True God. Ever present, all powerful, sovereign, all 
knowing, the God of love, the God who has grace, 
mercy and wrath. The God who is righteous, supreme, 
immutable and eternal. This is to whom the FOR 
GOD statement is referring. These first two words 
leave no room for doubt of the meaning of the 
following words because God said them.  

• "SO LOVED THE WORLD"  How much did He love the 
world? So very much that He gave His only begotten 
Son. This is the supreme demonstration of divine 
love. What an amazing act of love. God gave His 
Son. Why? Because He is God. No one could have 
forced Him to give His Son, because no one has power 
over God. God gave His Son. And Jesus gave His life 
willingly for His friends. For you and me, the sinners, 
who are part of the world that God loved so much.  

 
• "THAT WHOSOEVER"  This tells us of the reach of God's 

salvation plan. This is the greatest invitation! God 
loves His created beings, and wants them reunited 
with Him! God created all, yet He does not look at us 
as one great mass of humanity but rather as individu-
als whom He loves, and whom He wants to know 
personally, and to whom He wants to give every 
opportunity to be saved.  

 
• "BELIEVETH IN HIM SHOULD NOT PERISH"  When a person 

is humbled, repents and believes the Word of God, the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ by faith, putting full belief in 
Him, then he shall have the greatest deliverance.  
Only then, because of faith in Him! Under no other 
circumstances can one avoid the fact that all will 
perish without Him. God said it, it is so! 

 
• "BUT HAVE EVERLASTING LIFE."  The "but" represents 

the greatest of all possible differences.  Heaven or 
hell. Joy, peace and bliss, or damnation and suffering. 
The "have" represents the greatest certainty. The 
believer will HAVE everlasting life! What a joy it is to 
be in Jesus. To have everlasting life. Not because of 
what I have done, but because of who He is and what 
He has done! 
 

Lord, allow us to believe in Him all the days of our 
lives! We want to be with You in heaven forever! Amen. ~ 

John Ruotsala, Foreign Mission Administrator 
New Ipswich, New Hampshire 

John 3:16John 3:16John 3:16John 3:16    
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HOW WONDERFUL TO US ARE the mysteries of the kingdom of God! When we can taste the sweetness of God in our   
hearts, it is a foretaste of heaven and kindles anew the yearning to be in heaven where His love will warm the  
hearts forever and where this world's cold stormy winds and blasts will never quench that holy love. 

Alma D. Flinkman; January 1952 CM 

             Now to him that is of power to stablish you according to my gospel, and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the  
              revelation of the mystery, which was kept secret since the world began, But now is made manifest, and by the scriptures of the  
                            prophets, according to the commandment of the everlasting God, made known to all nations for the obedience of faith:  
                                  To God only wise, be glory through Jesus Christ for ever. Amen.  

Romans 16:25-27 

W 
E READ OF THE FAITHFULNESS of God in the past, 
we witness His faithfulness in the lives of those 
around us today and, therefore, we are 

convinced that His faithfulness is a future reality. We 
know that He loves us and as a result of His love toward 
us, we are now an extension of God's love for the world. 
Therefore, life's experiences offer us opportunity to 
demonstrate God's love to the world. By believing who 
God has made us to be, we are enabled to live our lives in 
this present world. This is called living faith.  

Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence 
of things not seen. For by it the elders obtained a good report. 
Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed by 
the word of God, so that things which are seen were not made of 
things which do appear. 

Through faith also Sara herself received strength to 
conceive seed, and was delivered of a child when she was past 
age, because she judged him faithful who had promised. 
Therefore sprang there even of one, and him as good as dead, so 
many as the stars of the sky in multitude, and as the sand which 
is by the sea shore innumerable. These all died in faith, not 
having received the promises, but having seen them afar off, 
and were persuaded of them, and embraced them, and confessed 
that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth. For they 
that say such things declare plainly that they seek a country. 
And truly, if they had been mindful of that country from whence 
they came out, they might have had opportunity to have 
returned. But now they desire a better country, that is, an 
heavenly: wherefore God is not ashamed to be called their God: 
for he hath prepared for them a city.  

Hebrews 11:1-3, 11-16 
In our lives today, we are surrounded by people who 

trust in the same God in whom Abraham and Sara trusted 
and therefore, we seek the same city as those who lived 
before us. In spite of obstacles that come before us in this 
present world, we look into the future as being an 
expected reality. Here is the testimony of a dear sister in 
the congregation in which I serve:  

Early mornings is a time for me to read God's Word 
before all the demands and “noises” of the day find their 
way into my mind. One particular quiet morning, I was 
stopped by a clear voice saying, “Do not be afraid.” 

Puzzled, I sat wondering, then put it in the back of my 
mind. Sometime later, a week, maybe, I discovered a 
foreign mass in my body. After all the tests, it was 
revealed to be cancer. The words resurfaced, “Do not be 
afraid.” Lord, I am afraid! Fear came in waves over me, 
but above it was the Voice: “Do not be afraid.” 

How often in God's Word are we reminded of this. God 
always goes before us and holds us in the palm of His 
hand. Sickness, diseases, and trials are no surprise to Him. 
They all work to bring us closer to work out His will in our 
lives. Jesus says today, “Come to Me, you who are weary 
and afraid, and I will give you strength and courage to 
face this, too.” 

He lifts the gloom and sends rays of hope and peace to 
our hearts. One day we will exchange these earthly bodies 
for glorified ones where no aches or diseases will touch us. 
We will praise Him with new tongues and sing with all the 
saints in glory: Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord God Al-
mighty, who was and is and is to come. Praise be to the 
Father, to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.  

She leaves us with this encouragement: But let all those 
that put their trust in thee rejoice: let them ever shout for joy, 
because thou defendest them: let them also that love thy name 
be joyful in thee. For thou, LORD, wilt bless the righteous; with 
favour wilt thou compass him as with a shield. (Psalm 5:11) 

 We thank her for blessing us through the sharing of 
her life, which is the life of Christ in her, of which the 
Apostle Paul wrote: I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I 
live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now 
live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved 
me, and gave himself for me. (Galatians 2:20) 

Through testimonies of God's people from the past, as 
well as from today, of the faithfulness of God toward 
them, we are encouraged to press forward to the prize of 
the high calling for those who are in Christ Jesus 
(Philippians 3:14). Let us press on, looking to Jesus the 
Author and Finisher of our faith, and to the One who has 
promised to complete that which He has begun in us, even 
the salvation of our souls.  

Together, let us press onward! Only time is between 
us and our heavenly reward. ~ 

The Faithfulness of God 
Pastor Orval Wirkkala 
Kingston, Minnesota 
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T 
HE APOSTLE PAUL, in his epistle to the Romans, 
wrote about the importance of the Old Testament 
saying: For whatsoever things were written aforetime 

were written for our learning, that we through patience and 
comfort of the scriptures might have hope. (Romans 15:4) We 
can learn much from the Old Testament. The Lord has 
brought two incidents from the life of Moses that all of us 
ought to seriously take to heart.  They both occurred 
during the wilderness wanderings of the Israelites after 
being delivered by God from Egyptian bondage. Both 
incidents had to do with the need for water.  

In the first instance, God told Moses ...Go on before the 
people, and take with thee of the elders of Israel; and thy rod, 
wherewith thou smotest the river, take in thine hand, and go. 
Behold, I will stand before thee there upon the rock in Horeb; 
and thou shalt smite the rock, and there shall come water out of 
it, that the people may drink. And Moses did so in the sight of 
the elders of Israel. (Exodus 17:5-6) 

The second time there was need for water, God told 
Moses to take his staff and speak to the rock and water 
would come forth (Numbers 20:8). But Moses did not obey 
God. And Moses took the rod from before the LORD, as he 
commanded him. And Moses and Aaron gathered the congrega-
tion together before the rock, and he said unto them, Hear now, 
ye rebels; must we fetch you water out of this rock? And Moses 
lifted up his hand, and with his rod he smote the rock twice: and 
the water came out abundantly, and the congregation drank, 
and their beasts also. (Numbers 20:9-11) 

 
There are many lessons we can learn from this second 

incident. Perhaps Moses did not believe that water could 
come from a rock by simply speaking to it. We know from 
the Scripture that Moses was angry. He was also prideful, 
as he said, "Must we fetch you water out of this rock?" 
Because Moses did not honor God, he lost his position of 
leading the Israelites into the Promised Land (Numbers 
20:12). But there is another truth, the most important of 
all, that is not so quickly seen. 

This truth is clarified for us in the New Testament, 
because the New Testament Scriptures interpret the 
meaning of the Old Testament. So we turn to the Apostle 
Paul's first epistle to the Corinthians wherein we read: 
Moreover, brethren, I would not that ye should be ignorant, how 
that all our fathers were under the cloud, and all passed 
through the sea; And were all baptized unto Moses in the cloud 
and in the sea; And did all eat the same spiritual meat; And did 
all drink the same spiritual drink: for they drank of that 
spiritual Rock that followed them: and that Rock was Christ. (1 
Corinthians 10:1-4)  

Coupled with that passage is the one from 1 Peter 3:18 
wherein we read: For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, 
the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God, being put 
to death in the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit. What this 
reveals to us is that Christ suffered only once for our sins. 
When He cried on the cross, "It is finished," (John 19:30) 
His suffering in the flesh was done, once for all, forever! 
Christ did not and does not need to suffer again. 

Therefore, when Moses struck the rock not only once 
but twice, he was, in effect, repeating Christ's sufferings.  
Our joy, and His, is that now we need only speak to the 
Rock.  Jesus Himself said: Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, 
and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you. 
(Matthew 7:7) 

Another truth that all of this brings to light is that as 
Moses was telling the Israelites that they were "rebels," 
he was being rebellious himself. Furthermore, these 
brothers and sisters in faith were the anointed of the 
Lord, also, because they had been baptized into Moses in 
the cloud and in the sea. In effect, they were part of his 
body and, in truth, a part of Christ's body since they were 
all in the cloud, meaning they were enveloped by God. 
God tells us in Psalm 105:15 not to touch His anointed. His 
anointed are not only those who hold the office of priest 
or prophet because we believe in the priesthood of all 
believers (1 Peter 2:9), since Christ has made us kings and 
priests in His kingdom (Revelation 5:10).  

Finally, Jesus warns us that at His second coming 
some of His servants will have lost their love for Him and 
for our fellow believers by mistreating one another; as a 
consequence, the "master will appoint him his portion 
with the unbelievers" (Luke 12:46).  The reason for this 
tragedy is the fact that however we treat one another, we 
do it as unto the Lord (Matthew 25:40). 

Lord, have mercy upon us! You are our Rock. Grant us 
grace that we do not cause You to suffer, striking You out 
of anger toward one another, Your anointed ones! ~ 

Christ, Our Rock 
Pastor Wayne Juntunen 

Esko, Minnesota 

WHEREFORE, THOUGH THE CHRISTIAN, AS A CHRISTIAN, is the only man at liberty, as called thereunto of God; yet his liberty is 
limited to things that are good: he is not licensed thereby to indulge the flesh. 

John Bunyan 
For, brethren, ye have been called unto liberty; only use not liberty for an occasion to the flesh, but by love serve one another.  

Galatians 5:13 

Lord, have mercy upon us!  
You are our Rock.  

Castle Rock—Shumagin Islands; Photo: Steve Hillebrand 
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Dear Children, 
Last month you read about the wise men. The presen-

tation of Jesus in the temple is a part of the account of 
Jesus' birth and maybe should have been before the last 
month, but I would like to touch on a part of that wonder-
ful story. This part of Jesus life takes place 40 days after 
His birth, found in St. Luke 2:21-40. 

Verse 21: And when eight days were accomplished for the 
circumcising of the child, his name was called JESUS, which was 
so named of the angel before he was conceived in the womb. 

When the angel Gabriel came to Mary to tell her she 
was to be the mother of God's Son, he also told at that time 
that the Baby's name was to be Jesus. 

In the time of our Bible story, the babies were not 
named until they were 8 days old, so as you see with Jesus. 
Even though Mary and Joseph knew what to call their baby 
Son, Jesus would be 8 days old before they used His name. I 
know that there are certain countries that still hold to 
such a custom. 

Verse 22: And when the days of her purification (40 days 
after birth) according to the law of Moses were accomplished, 
they brought him to Jerusalem, to present him to the Lord. 

This was a very 
special day for Joseph, 
Mary and Baby Jesus, as 
they went to the 
temple in Jerusalem to 
present Jesus to the 
Lord. The "Lord" 
mentioned in verse 22 
is God, Jesus' Father. 
Jesus was being 
presented to His own 
Father in heaven. That 
is so amazing! 

 

T 
HERE WAS A MAN 
IN JERUSALEM 
whose name 

was Simeon and the 
Holy Ghost had showed 
him that he would not 
die until he had seen 
the Lord's Christ. This 
man believed, served 
and loved God.  

On this particular day of Joseph and Mary bringing 
Jesus to the temple, Simeon had been led by the Spirit to 
the temple. He did not know the reason for going that day 
but knew he must go. 

While he was there he was soon to find out, as Joseph 
and Mary came in to do for Jesus that which was the 
custom of the law. When Simeon saw the Child it was 
revealed again by the Spirit who this Baby was and 
Simeon's heart filled with joy. 

Verses 28-32: Then took he him up in his arms, and blessed 
God, and said, Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart (die) in 
peace, according to thy word: For mine eyes have seen thy 
salvation, Which thou hast prepared before the face of all people; 
A light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people Israel.  

And Joseph and his mother marvelled at those things which 
were spoken of him. This was very much a surprise to them 
as they were not expecting to hear such amazing things. 

Verses 34-35: And Simeon blessed them, and said unto 
Mary his mother, Behold, this child is set for the fall and rising 
again of many in Israel; and for a sign which shall be spoken 
against; (Yea, a sword shall pierce through thy own soul also,) 
that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed. 

There was also a widow, named Anna. She 
not only served in the temple, but lived 
there and served God with fasting and 
prayer night and day.  
Verse 38: And she coming in that instant gave 
thanks likewise unto the Lord, and spake of 
him to all them that looked for redemption in 
Jerusalem.  
Not only did Joseph and Mary marvel at 
what they just heard but I will tell you 
that I marvel too as it is all so beautiful 
and perfect how God's whole plan for His 
Son was accomplished in every detail. 
Remember God makes no mistakes and He 
sent His Son for you and me and all 
people. He has promised to all who will 
believe on His name everlasting life. 
Praise be to God for His great love. 
Let this be yet another year to honor, 
serve, obey and love God, and His Son, 
Jesus. When you pray, thank God for 
sending His Son. ~ 
 
 

Gwen Wilson 
Ridgefield, Washington 
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Jesus Presented to the Lord  

May God bless you, dear one, 
And may you never roam. 
May you never leave His love; 
May heaven be your home. 
 

Let Jesus guide your footsteps; 
Let Him your Savior be. 
Let Jesus enter in your heart, 
From sins He'll set you free. 
 

His love is ever faithful; 
His Word is always true— 
Tho' a mother leaves her child, 
He will not leave you. 

Lily Niemitalo; April 1950 CM 

Petr Brandl’s “Simeon with Infant Jesus”  

God's Love 
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If the Son shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed.  
John 8:36 

They had spoken boldly that they were of Abraham's 
seed and never in bondage to any man. They could not see 
the true condition of their hearts. Blinded by the worst of 
enemies—pride—the boast came from the depths of their 
darkened souls. 

 

T 
HIS CONDITION OF MAN WAS AND IS, to this day, still 
alive. It may take on a different appearance 
including hiding itself in the church that calls itself 

Christian. Paul was familiar with it and confronted it in his 
letter to the Galatians. In that letter he named it clearly 
and without any fear of man. It was the desire to be under 
the law (Galatians 4:21). Can you imagine the cry of his 
detractors when this letter was read in the church? 
Accusations must have been heard. What then, shall we 
sin? Is the law unjust? Do we then do whatever we want 
without concern for evil? This will give liberty for the 
flesh. On and on the voices could be heard.  

But what is the real issue at hand? Jesus and His 
servant Paul are digging deep into the heart. They shine 
the light in every crack and crevasse of the soul, and this 
reveals a haunting truth. Man is not free! He is bound in 
sin no matter how diligently he tries to extricate himself 
with do's and don'ts, lists and convictions, traditions and 
commandments of men. 

But some say, "I have Christ!" If Christ has become a 
patch on your old garment (Matthew 9:16) that covers 
what you think are your faults, and you now must perform 
to the best of your abilities according to the law, you too 
are still bound and not free. This is a very serious problem. 
It not only affects those who teach it, but causes the child 
of God to doubt and question his or her righteousness. 
Their eyes turn away from Jesus and begin to look at 
themselves for confirmation of their acceptance by God. 
So subtle and deceiving is this great error that no one that 
I have met in the years of my Christian life has escaped the 
temptation to heed this evil counsel. It can begin with 
very innocent concerns about the walk of a Christian. We 
are our brother's keeper and should help one another to 
avoid the snares of the devil. How fast this changes into 
accusation against others.  

Paul called this bondage. He used the allegory of Sara 
and Hagar, the two mothers of Abraham's sons. In this 
story, if we read it with our natural reasoning, we can find 
ourselves siding with Hagar. She did nothing wrong, so 
why should she be cast out? The law is not to blame, so 
why cast it out? But if the son of Hagar is allowed to 
remain within the camp then he will persecute the son of 
Sara. So, too, will the law persecute the child of promise. 
Read the story in the Old Testament and then what Paul 
writes in Galatians 4:21-31: Tell me, ye that desire to be under 
the law, do ye not hear the law? For it is written, that Abraham 
had two sons, the one by a bondmaid, the other by a freewoman. 
But he who was of the bondwoman was born after the flesh; but 
he of the freewoman was by promise. Which things are an 
allegory: for these are the two covenants; the one from the 
mount Sinai, which gendereth to bondage, which is Agar. For 
this Agar is mount Sinai in Arabia, and answereth to Jerusalem 
which now is, and is in bondage with her children. But Jerusalem 
which is above is free, which is the mother of us all. For it is 
written, Rejoice, thou barren that bearest not; break forth and 
cry, thou that travailest not: for the desolate hath many more 
children than she which hath an husband. Now we, brethren, as 
Isaac was, are the children of promise. But as then he that was 
born after the flesh persecuted him that was born after the 
Spirit, even so it is now. Nevertheless what saith the scripture? 
Cast out the bondwoman and her son: for the son of the bond-
woman shall not be heir with the son of the freewoman. So then, 
brethren, we are not children of the bondwoman, but of the free.  

Cast out the bondwoman and her son, and live in the 
promised Son of God, Christ Jesus, who has truly set us 
free! ~ 

Pastor Ron Holmgren 
Hockinson, Washington 

If the Son Shall Make You Free 

We must know that God is kindly disposed toward us and has sent His Son from heaven to help us. 
This the conscience must hear and believe; for if God were unfriendly and unmerciful toward us, it 
would avail little to know that all His creatures sympathize with us. If God is satisfied with us, no 
creature can do us any harm, as St. Paul says in Romans 8:31: If God be for us, who can be against us? Let 
death, devil, hell and all creation rage; we are safe. Therefore it is the Gospel that must present 
to us the God-man as merciful. This is the fountain from which our heart can draw faith and a 
friendly confidence toward God that He will help both the dying and the living in every distress. 

Martin Luther 



6                                                                                                       February 2014 Christian Monthly 

Be ye therefore ready also: for the Son of man cometh at an 
hour when ye think not. (Luke 12:40) 
 

J 
ESUS IS TEACHING US TO seek the kingdom of God rather 
than becoming overly concerned about life. Verse 22 
of this chapter provides this perspective: …Take no 

thought for your life, what ye shall eat; neither for the body, what 
ye shall put on. Some may interpret this to mean we do not 
need to work for a living but Genesis 3:19 tells us differently: 
In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto 
the ground… To work for a living is God's command but not 
to the exclusion of God. And he that taketh not his cross, and 
followeth after me, is not worthy of me. (Matthew 10:38) He 
knows our needs and promises to provide them. The 
question before us is this: What should we be ready for? 

Clearly we are to be ready for the second coming of 
Jesus: the Day of Judgment. And I saw the dead, small and 
great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and another 
book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were 
judged out of those things which were written in the books, 
according to their works. And the sea gave up the dead which 
were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead which were in 
them: and they were judged every man according to their works. 
And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the 
second death. And whosoever was not found written in the book of 
life was cast into the lake of fire. (Revelation 20:12-15) Those 
whose names are not written in the Book of Life are forever 
separated from God. Those whose names are written in the 
Book of Life ...have washed their robes, and made them white in 
the blood of the Lamb. (Revelation 7:14) 

There is no hope of restoring God's good graces after 
death. Thus, we must be ready for Judgment Day today, 
Wherefore, as the Holy Ghost saith, To day if ye will hear his voice, 
Harden not your hearts… (Hebrews 3:7-8) The parable of the ten 
virgins tells us of five who were ready and of five who were 
not. They all were waiting for Jesus, meaning that out-
wardly they all looked, acted, and talked alike when it came 
to faith in Jesus. Yet the five foolish virgins did not possess 
a living faith: they had no oil (Holy Ghost) in their lamp of 
faith. Without oil in our lamps we are lost, Now if any man 
have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his. (Romans 8:9) 

The Word of God teaches that ...repentance and remission 
of sins should be preached in his name among all nations, 
beginning at Jerusalem, (Luke 24:47) and that whoever hears 
this preaching and gladly receives this word of reconcilia-
tion shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. Repent, and be 
baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. 
(Acts 2:38)  

At this point each of us can say “I am ready” to 
meet Jesus. Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me 
at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love 
his appearing. (2 Timothy 4:8) ~ 

Are You Ready? 
Charles Korhonen 
Tapiola, Michigan 

I want a sweet sense of Thy pardoning love 
That my manifold sins are forgiven; 
That Christ, as my advocate, pleadeth above, 
That my name is recorded in heaven. 

I want every moment to feel 
That Thy Spirit resides in my heart, 
That His power is present to cleanse and to heal, 
And newness of life to impart. 

I want—Oh! I want—to attain 
Some likeness my Savior to Thee! 
That longed-for resemblance once more to regain, 
Thy comeliness put upon me. 

I want to be marked for Thine own— 
Thy seal on my forehead to wear; 
To receive that new name on the mystic white stone 
Which none but Thyself can declare. 

I want so in Thee to abide 
As to bring forth some fruit to Thy praise; 
The branch which Thou prunest, tho' feeble and dried, 
May languish but never decays. 

I want Thine own hand to unbind 
Each tie to terrestrial things, 
Too tenderly cherished, too closely entwined, 
Where my heart so tenaciously clings. 

I want, by my aspect serene, 
My actions and words to declare 
That my treasure is placed in a country unseen, 
That my heart's best affections are there.  

I want as a trav'ller to haste, 
Straight onward, nor pause on my way; 
Nor forethought in anxious contrivance to waste 
On the tent only pitched for a day. 

I want—and this sums up my prayer— 
To glorify Thee till I die; 
Then calmly to yield up my soul to Thy care, 
And breathe out in faith my last sigh. 
 

Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: 
Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be 
equal with God: But made himself of no reputation, and 
took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the 
likeness of men: And being found in fashion as a man, he 
humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even 
the death of the cross. Wherefore God also hath highly 
exalted him, and given him a name which is above every 
name: That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of 
things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the 
earth; And that every tongue should confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

Philippians 2:5-11 

The Pilgrim's Wants 
Author Unknown 

Submitted by Kailey Rhoades, via email 
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D 
EARLY REDEEMED IN CHRIST: May heavenly grace and peace 
be multiplied unto you, now and forever henceforth, 
through the blood wrought reconciliation of Jesus Christ. 

When God's love has become ours by faith, then do we begin to 
love God, and it likewise becomes our desire that others might 
with us be partakers of salvation. The love of God, revealed in 
Christ, also brought forth our Christian Monthly paper, in the hope 
and prayer, as stated by Brother W.A. Karvonen in the first issue 
(August 1, 1944). "May it (the English Christian Monthly) be a means 
by which the Good Shepherd of our souls will seek that which is 
lost, bring back that which is driven away, bind up that which is 
broken, and strengthen that which is sick. May the arrival of this 
messenger of peace be awaited for, as eagerly as Noah and those 

who were in the ark with him, awaited the return of the dove sent forth to see if the waters were abated off the face of 
the earth." Today our prayer and hope is the same as revealed in the beginning, that the God of infinite goodness and 
great grace might by His Word proclaim, "Jesus, and Him crucified." And may the purity of that doctrine and life, given 
of Christ, and as taught in this living Christianity from the beginning, yet continue in our midst so that we with our 
children and children's children might rejoice that our sins are forgiven in the precious name and blood of Jesus. 

Our Saviour, whose vesture has been dipped in blood, and upon whose thigh is written the name "King of Kings, and 
Lord of Lords," yet goes before His little flock leading us from grace to grace, and from victory to victory, until heaven is 
ours. May He be our refuge and high tower of salvation, and may His wounded side, from whence the blood of reconcilia-
tion has flowed, be our sweet rest. 

Dear brothers and sisters in the precious faith, may God's great love and the warm life-flowing blood of Jesus give 
you strength to confess the living faith, whereby this publication may also bring forth in abundance the sweet savor that 
is in Christ. For it is His cause, and His promises are sure, therefore we can commend this messenger also to His keeping 
and care, knowing that the Lord will bless according to the fullness of that grace and truth which is revealed in Jesus 
Christ. To that end remember the work of God's kingdom through this publication, and above all things carry this 
poorest and weakest brother in prayer and with a forgiving heart. 

The least of God's own, in God's peace. ~ 
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A Christian is a perfectly free lord of all, subject to none.  
A Christian is a perfectly dutiful servant of all, subject of all, subject to all. 

Martin Luther 
For all the law is fulfilled in one word, even in this; Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. But if ye bite and devour one another, 
take heed that ye be not consumed one of another. This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh. For 
the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do 
the things that ye would. But if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law... If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. 

Galatians 5:14-18, 25 

Greetings to the Zion of God 
the late Carl Kulla, upon beginning as editor of the Christian Monthly 

November 1950 CM 
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Praise God! My brethren in Christ, a man is more powerful when he is in prayer than when behind the most powerful 
guns ever developed. A nation, too, is more powerful when it unites in earnest prayer to God than when its resources are 
channeled into defensive weapons. Our Lord Jesus Christ, who is our Redeemer and Savior, gave more encouragement to 
prayer. The followers of Christ were both encouraged to pray and were also taught how to pray.  They saw constantly the 
example He set in praying and noted that: 

1. Jesus considered prayer more important than food. (Mark 1:35) 
2. Jesus considered prayer more important than the assembling of great throngs. 
(Luke 5:15-16) 
3. Jesus considered that the precious hours of fellowship with His heavenly Father 
meant much more than sleep. (Luke 6:12) 
4. Jesus prayed at a funeral and the dead were raised, and He prayed over the five 
loaves and two fishes and a multitude was fed. (Luke 7:11-17, John 6:5-15) 

Brothers and sisters, please don't look down upon yourselves or ask, excuse, or 
question. We are supposed to communicate with our Creator with the only means of 
communication called PRAYER. When I read the Bible I understand great people's successes came out through prayers. 

A. Noah's obedience and prayer brought him an ark of deliverance. 
B. Moses prayed and God delivered the Israelites from Egyptian bondage. 
C. Gideon prayed and a host of formidable enemies fled in fear. 
D. Daniel prayed and the mouths of lions were closed. 
E. Elijah prayed and the fire of God consumed the sacrifice and licked up the water around the altar. 
F.  David prayed and he defeated Goliath. 
G. The disciples and apostles prayed and the churches were born in Asia Minor and Europe, etc. 

By this I mean all our problems can be answered through contact with our Almighty God. God does answer prayer. Please 
allow me to end in a challenge: SATAN TREMBLES WHEN HE SEES THE WEAKEST SAINT UPON HIS KNEES. So pray and 
pray. I say again, pray, Christian, PRAY. ~ 

The Power of Prayer 
Senior Pastor Timothy Mundiah 

Kenya, Africa 

Joy is the natural fruit of faith. The apostle says: The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, good-
ness, faith, meekness, temperance… (Galatians 5:22-23) Until the heart believes in God, it is impossible for it to rejoice in 
Him. When faith is lacking, man is filled with fear and gloom and is disposed to flee at the very mention, the mere 
thought, of God. Indeed, the unbelieving heart is filled with enmity and hatred against God. Conscious of its own 
guilt, it has no confidence in His gracious mercy; it knows God is an enemy to sin and will terribly punish the same. 

Martin Luther 
 
For the Christian, it is enough to believe that the cause of all created things, whether in heaven or on earth, whether 
visible or invisible, is nothing other than the goodness of the Creator, who is the one and the true God. Further, the 
Christian believes that nothing exists save God Himself and what comes from Him; and he believes that God is triune, 
i.e., the Father, and the Son begotten of the Father, and the Holy Spirit proceeding from the same Father, but one 
and the same Spirit of the Father and the Son. 

St. Augustine 

Eric Enstrom’s “Grace”  


