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The Gift of God
May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be multiplied unto
thee today and forever. Amen!

T

he gift of God is a forgiving heart toward all
mankind. We are called to live in peace with our
neighbor. We can only forgive in the measure that
God has forgiven us. God grants us the gift of understanding when He opens into our hearts that which is wisdom,
understanding and knowledge founded upon His Word.
You may have heard that
you need to be in the Word,
yes, in the Word. That sounds
great, but the Word of God
needs to be in you, not only
you in the Word. This Word
in you will keep you unto the
day of Christ Jesus. Jesus said
to the Jews in John 5:39: Search
the scriptures; for in them ye
think ye have eternal life: and
they are they which testify of
me. The Jews were in the Word but the Word was not in
them, for if the Word was in them they would have known
the Word testified and spoke of Jesus. The hearing of this
spoken Word is needed, for faith cometh by hearing and
hearing by the Word of God. If this Word is within you, it
alone will keep you in living faith. Having this gift of God's
Word in you is necessary for you to have a life of
righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Ghost.
Hold fast the form of sound words, which thou hast heard
of me, in faith and love which is in Christ Jesus.
Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that
needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of
truth. But shun profane and vain babblings: for they will
increase unto more ungodliness.
2 Timothy 1:13; 2:15-16

Mark E. Sunnarborg
Rhinelander, Wisconsin

So when someone says you need to be in the Word,
tell them it's the Word in you that matters. This Word
within you will lead you into all truth, wisdom and
knowledge, allowing you to see Jesus as your treasure laid
up in heaven. This Word will be to you life itself, drawing
you away from looking within yourself for strength. You
will decrease as the Word within you increases. This Word
draws you to your Father, granting you the riches of His
kingdom which has come to abide in the hearts of them
that believe. His kingdom is righteousness, peace and joy
in the Holy Ghost.

T

he gift of God will be unto you life and salvation. For
the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than
any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of
soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner
of the thoughts and intents of the heart. (Hebrews 4:12) Now
you can see the Word is at work within you. Submit to the
will of God and allow this Word to work that which God
intends. And this word, Yet once more, signifieth the removing
of those things that are shaken, as of things that are made, that
those things which cannot be shaken may remain. (Hebrews
12:27) As the Word of God works within your life, it will
leave you standing on the foundation of truth with
knowledge, understanding and wisdom. God will grant
you strength for the trying of your faith. You then will
learn and receive patience with longsuffering. God will be
pleased with the work that He has begun within your life.
You then will be left praising God for this work that His
Word has accomplished within you. You will not be
ashamed of Him and you will love His appearing. God is
about to reveal something good and great unto you as you
see the work of faith that has begun within your heart,
just you watch and see. God's redemption, salvation and
life everlasting have come to abide in your heart.
I pray God will grant all who read this great peace and
joy in their lives, that they find strength for today and
bright hope for tomorrow. Praying that all is well with
your soul and you are known of Him as His child. ~

God Is Love
And we have known and believed the love that God hath to
us. God is love; and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in
God, and God in him.
1 John 4:16
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know that we love the children of God, when we love God, and
keep his commandments. For this is the love of God, that we keep
his commandments: and his commandments are not grievous.
(1 John 5:2-3)
Love being of God, given and comprehended in Christ,
is as far as the knowledge of love goes in the hearts of
many. So long as the heart and conscience are not
disturbed, being soothed with sweetness and grace, then
love reigns. If love requires obedience, does love then
cease? When we receive the grace of God, neither love nor
its work ends here, for the experience of grace is only the
beginning of the work of love, which is daily extended and
received. We are preserved and kept as God's children
when we abide in His love. Love keeps us by every word
that proceeds out of the mouth of God. All scripture is given
by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof,
for correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of
God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works.
(2 Timothy 3:16-17)
Not only are words of consolation and comfort of
God's love, but also every word of correction and
instruction. For whom the LORD loveth he correcteth…
(Proverbs 3:12) As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten…
(Revelation 3:19) Likewise, every burden, trial, sorrow and
tribulation that comes from God is the chastisement of His
love. For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth
every son whom he receiveth. If ye endure chastening, God
dealeth with you as with sons; for what son is he whom the
father chasteneth not? But if ye be without chastisement,
whereof all are partakers, then are ye bastards, and not sons.
(Hebrews 12:6-8) Thus the office of love is not only to
console and comfort, but also to rebuke and correct.

ohn, the Apostle of love, declares to us, Herein is love,
not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son
to be the propitiation for our sins. (1 John 4:10) By this
knowledge of love we confess and make known: For God so
loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have
everlasting life. (John 3:16) In truth, Christ is the love of God
given to us. And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled
himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the
cross. (Philippians 2:8) Through His death Christ has
crowned His love toward us, as He testifies, Greater love
hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his
friends. (John 15:13) Beautiful have been the feet of those
who have preached the gospel of peace and brought glad
tidings of good things, wherein God hath committed to us
His love. For God commendeth his love toward us, in that,
while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. (Romans 5:8)
Already in the awakening of the conscience to the
knowledge of sin we experience God's love. For His holy
and righteous law, which brought a knowledge of sin, was
of His love when it humbled us unto repentance. The
knowledge of sin coming before grace, God's love
encircles us before we feel or receive its savor. The
righteousness of God, being called to serve God's love, is
not therefore one and equal with God's love, but both are
called to aid one another. For as God's righteousness
cannot be without His love, neither can His love be
without His righteousness in the
fulfillment of the words of John: My
When we receive the grace of God, neither love nor its work ends here,
little children, let us not love in word,
for the experience of grace is only the beginning of the work of love,
neither in tongue; but in deed and in truth.
which is daily extended and received.
(1 John 3:18)
Having come to the knowledge of
sin, God's grace is extended in the
If we are in the love of God, we love not the world,
loving Savior, whom we receive in the forgiveness of sins.
neither the things that are in the world (1 John 2:15),
God loves us and has hidden the treasures of His love in
knowing that whosoever is a friend of the world is the
Christ. God's love coming to us in Christ consumes and
enemy of God (James 4:4). Love that is from God is after
fills us. Then do we begin to love God. We love him, because
the truth, without which love for the truth we cannot be
he first loved us. (1 John 4:19) In loving God, we love our
saved (2 Thessalonians 2:10), of which Christ further
brother. And this commandment have we from him, That he
testifies, If ye love me, keep my commandments. (John 14:15) If
who loveth God love his brother also. (1 John 4:21) Christ
a man love me, he will keep my words: and my Father will love
dwelling in us and we in Him, we love both God and His
him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with him.
children. Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart,
(John 14:23) ~
and with all thy soul, and with all thy strength, and with all thy
mind; and thy neighbour as thyself. (Luke 10:27) By this we
Editor's Note: Brother Carl Kulla, a faithful minister of the Word of God, passed into eternity on January 2, 2013. As he wrote of others in
the March 1949 Christian Monthly, "Beautiful have been the feet of those who have preached the gospel of peace and brought glad tidings of
good things…" so we say of him these many years later. Many souls have heard the gospel of peace and glad tidings of good things by the
preaching of brother Carl. Please keep his dear wife Martha and their family in your prayers.
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Thy Will Be Done

E

very happening in the Lord's life was a part of the
fulfillment of the Father's plan for our salvation.
His entire life was an expression of divine will.
Jesus said: I came down from heaven, not to do mine own will,
but the will of him that sent me. (John 6:38) This was the very
life of our Savior—much so that on one occasion the
disciples, observing His total occupation with His message
of hope, were moved to say to Him, "Master, eat." The
Lord responded, I have meat to eat that ye know not of… My
meat is to do the will of him that sent me, and to finish his work.
(John 4:32, 34)
It is essentially true that we must never lose sight of
the central truth that Jesus is our Savior, our Intercessor,
our Surety, our Representative before the Father, and the
qualities of His life consisted both of its sinlessness (John
8:46) and His being made sin for us (2 Corinthians 5:21). In
our conversation experience, we acknowledge that God is
longsuffering and that He is not willing that any should
perish, but that all should come to repentance (2 Peter
3:9). Yet as Christians, we dare not think that we can daily
appropriate these sacred gifts which consist of the
blessing of grace and forgiveness without also
experiencing an inner desire to know and to obey the will
of God in our daily walk of faith.
Christianity does not exist only on a creed or
doctrine; neither is it a form or pattern of life to be
followed to the letter without inner experience and
motivation which are the work of the Holy Spirit. The
narrow way which leads to life has its beginnings at the
straight gate (Matthew 7:13) and its end when we enter
through the gates into that city (Revelation 22:14) where
sorrow and sighing shall flee away (Isaiah 35:10). Only God
knows the distance between its beginning and its end for
each one of us.
Since God's Word instructs us to be faithful unto
death so that we may obtain the crown of life, we need to
follow our Lord's example in submissiveness through
prayer in all earnestness and sincerity. May we never
forget these Gethsemane prayers offered a stone's throw
from three sleeping disciples:
Abba, Father, all things are possible unto thee; take away
this cup from me: nevertheless not what I will, but what thou
wilt. (Mark 14:36)
Father, if thou be willing, remove this cup from me:
nevertheless not my will, but thine, be done. (Luke 22:42)
O my Father, if this cup may not pass away from me, except
I drink it, thy will be done. (Matthew 26:42)
In our references to this thrice-repeated prayer of
Jesus, we tend to reserve these deeply-effecting words as
an expression of the costly obedience required in
finishing the work which the Father had given Him to do.
Though he were a Son, yet learned he obedience by the things
which he suffered; And being made perfect, he became the
author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him.
(Hebrews 5:8-9)

the late Alvin Holmgren

The lesson to be learned here lies in the fact that the
test was so crucial requiring a total sacrifice of life and an
enduring of the death of deaths; i.e., separation from God,
yet the Savior in each instance prayed: "Thy will be done."
Lord, we pray that in the sacrifice of our will (which is
not worthy to be compared with Your sacrifice) that You
would minister to us of Your Spirit so that with joy and
thanksgiving we may acknowledge that Your thoughts are
not our thoughts and that Your ways are higher than our
ways (Isaiah 55:9). Help us each day to say:
My Jesus, as Thou wilt! Oh, may Thy will be mine!
Into Thy hand of love, I would my all resign.
Through sorrow, or through joy, Conduct me as Thine own,
And help me still to say, My Lord, Thy will be done!
My Jesus, as Thou wilt! Though seen through many a tear,
Let not my star of hope Grow dim or disappear;
Since Thou on earth hast wept, And sorrowed oft alone,
If I must weep with Thee, My Lord, Thy will be done!
My Jesus, as Thou wilt! All shall be well for me;
Each changing future scene I gladly trust with Thee.
Straight to Thy rest above I travel calmly on,
And sing, in life or death, My Lord, Thy will be done!
(Benjamin Schmolck) ~

Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the
law of Christ. (Galatians 6:2)
The Law of Christ is the Law of love. Christ gave
us no other law than this law of mutual love: "A new
commandment I give unto you, That ye love one
another." To love means to bear another's burdens.
Christians must have strong shoulders to bear the
burdens of their fellow Christians. Faithful pastors
recognize many errors and offenses in the church,
which they oversee. In civil affairs an official has to
overlook much if he is fit to rule. If we can overlook
our own shortcomings and wrong-doings, we ought
to overlook the shortcomings of others in accordance
with the words, Bear ye one another's burdens.
Those who fail to do so expose their lack of
understanding of the law of Christ. Love, according to
Paul, "believeth all things, hopeth all things,
endureth all things." This commandment is not
meant for those who deny Christ; neither is it meant
for those who continue to live in sin. Only those who
are willing to hear the Word of God and then inadvertently fall into sin to their own great sorrow and
regret, carry the burdens which the Apostle encourages us to bear. Let us not be hard on them. If Christ
did not punish them, what right have we to do it?
Martin Luther
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Jesus Confounds the Wise

H

ello to each of you and I pray you are well. We
are nearly in the 2nd month of the new year. As we
are given each day, let us remember to thank God
for each day and ask Him to help us in serving Him.
Let us look at St. Luke 2:41-52. We do not hear anything
of Jesus after the visit of the wise men until He is 12 years
old. That is where our text begins.
parents have done this yearly trip to Jerusalem
J esus'
to worship and take part in the Passover feast to

celebrate and remember their people coming out of Egypt
so many years before. Jesus and His parents, and many
others going from Nazareth, traveled by foot to Jerusalem.
This journey took them 3 days.
Jesus was now 12 years old and of age to participate in
this feast also. He was shown by example the grace of God
in delivering the Jews from the hand of bondage under
Pharaoh's rule.
The feast days were past and it was time to start for
home. Again Jesus, Mary and Joseph were with many
relatives and friends. Mary and Joseph traveled for a
whole day. When they stopped for the night, Jesus'
parents assumed He was among the crowd, but after
looking and asking around they did not find Him. How
worried they became! They did not wait until morning but
turned back to Jerusalem to look for Jesus.
They searched all around the city for three days and,
as the Bible tells us, they went to the temple at last. Lo
and behold, they found their Son. How surprised they
must have been!
What was He doing in the temple? He was not acting
as a typical 12 year old, as He was sitting among the
doctors (learned men), listening to them and asking them
questions. All they that heard Him were astonished at His
understanding and answers. Jesus was no ordinary child,
and the grace of God was upon Him.
And when they (His parents) saw him, they were amazed:
and his mother said unto him, Son, why hast thou thus dealt
with us? behold, thy father and I have sought thee sorrowing.
(Luke 2:48) Mary shared the feelings of sadness and worry
that they were experiencing as they walked along.
Jesus understood what she asked, but He answered
with these questions: "How is it that you sought me? Did
you not know that I must be doing my Father's business?"
Joseph and Mary did NOT understand what He said to
them. They knew Jesus was a special Child but this was
one of the first times they were to experience this Jesus
who was made known to them by the angel before He was
born. Jesus did not mean to cause any trouble but He was
led by God to the temple that day and began to speak of
His Father in heaven. Jesus was obedient and He then
went with His parents. They traveled home to Nazareth.

to their sheep, they told everyone they met about this
new Baby. Mary was watching all this and listening and
was amazed. St. Luke 2:19 says: Mary kept all these things, and
pondered them in her heart.
Our Bible text for this time tells us the same thing:
…his mother kept all these sayings in her heart. (Luke 2:51)
These things Mary was now learning about her Son were
too much for words and she could only think on them and
try to understand how her Son was being used by God. It
was something she had no control over. She would have
to let God do His work through Jesus.
And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favour
with God and man. (Luke 2:52) Jesus would continue to grow
up in His parent's home and be obedient unto them. When
He would become 30 years of age, God would further use
Him and He would begin the ministry He was sent to do.

I

thank God that He sent us Jesus, and I am thankful
that we can be given faith to believe on Him and have
the promise of eternal life with Him in heaven one day.
Jesus loves each of you children, and you can pray to Him
and He will hear you.
God's peace, children!

D

o you children remember when Jesus was born and
laid in the manger, and the shepherds came there to
see Him and worship? When those shepherds went back
4
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Love

L

Rachel Matson
Yacolt, Washington
or c) just brought it home and threw it out. Have we done
any of that with our faith? Have we a) accepted Christ as
our Savior, and then just kind of forgot about Him? Have
we b) ever said that it doesn't matter if we do something
bad because we're forgiven anyway? Or have we c) ever
had the gift of faith, maybe grown up with it, and then
dismissed it as garbage? Like I said, that's a slap in the
face, which is one of the highest forms of insult in
traditional Jewish culture, by the way.
If you don't have the gift of faith, if you haven't
repented, if you live in sin, please consider this: there is
only one place that you will go when you die. You will go
to hell. Only those who love and follow Jesus will go to
heaven. Hell is not pretty. Hell is the definition of ugly.
But Jesus doesn't want you to go to hell! He loves you!

ove is commonly thought of as butterflies in the
stomach; a fancy for somebody; a feeling that
sometimes passes. Love: one of the most common
words in the English language. But what is it? It's so much
more than the definitions above. It's God sending His
one—His only—Son to die. For me. For you. To save us
from ourselves, from our sins that are so black. Think
about it. Our sins are so blatantly disgusting to God, but
even so, He loves us much more than we can ever know.
For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ
died for the ungodly. For scarcely for a righteous man will one
die: yet peradventure for a good man some would even dare to
die. But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we
were yet sinners, Christ died for us. (Romans 5:6-8) Basically,
those verses say that men might possibly die for a good
person, but usually we wouldn't be
willing to die for anybody else. But
He doesn't love us because of something we've done to make Him love us,
Christ, even though we are such
He loves us despite ourselves.
sinners, willingly died for us.
He was willing to go through
such pain and agony because He
Remember, He died for you. Would you willingly die for
knew what it meant to the Father. …Who for the joy that
somebody you didn't love? I didn't think so. If thou shalt
was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame,
confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine
and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God. (Hebrews
heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be
12:2) Jesus went through all of it—the pain, the suffering,
saved. (Romans 10:9) Believe.
the mockery, the rejections and the death—for the joy
that was set before Him. What exactly is that joy? It's you.
emember the love we were talking about earlier?
It's me. We are His joy. He delights in us, and heaven
It's deep love. How deep? This deep. For I am
weeps with gladness when even one soul repents. …There
persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor
is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner that
principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to
repenteth. (Luke 15:10) That's hard to absorb, isn't it? But
come, Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be
guess what... He loves you. He died for you. Does that
able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus
mean anything? Because it should.
our Lord. (Romans 8:38-39) That's pretty deep. Don't forget,
Why aren't people lining up at the doors of churches
He doesn't love us because of something we've done to
to repent and receive Him as their Savior? Why do those
make Him love us, He loves us despite ourselves. And we
of us who have received Him continue to sin? It's like
love Him, because He first loved us.
slapping Him in the face. Imagine that you've given
And because He loves us so unconditionally, we
somebody a very expensive gift, one that you put a lot of
should give Him all honor, glory and praise.
effort into selecting and purchasing, and then you find
Let every thing that hath breath praise the LORD.
out that they a) put it on a shelf and never looked at it
Praise
ye the LORD. (Psalm 150:6) ~
again, b) used it for something it was never intended for,

R

He Loves Us!
And all mine are thine, and thine are mine; and I am glorified in them… And I have declared unto them thy name, and will declare it:
that the love wherewith thou hast loved me may be in them, and I in them… I in them, and thou in me, that they may be made
perfect in one; and that the world may know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as thou hast loved me. (John 17:10, 26, 23)

Oh glorious promise—how could He love us more! What blessed and intimate union is this! Oh for such a faith
that could always truly believe it! Christ is the Vine, believers are the branches; He the Bridegroom, they the bride;
He the Head, they the members of His body, of His very flesh and very bones, and consequently one body with Him.
And who ever hated his own flesh? So in loving and cherishing believers He loves Himself (Ephesians 5:28-29).
Whenever He shall cease to love Himself, then, and no sooner, shall He cease to love and cherish them also. It is His
own delight to do them good, more than the mother that suckles her child.
C.H.V. Bogatzky
Christian Monthly
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Love, the Spirit's Fruit Received by Faith

Martin Luther
Sermon for the Sunday before Lent

Though I speak with the tongues of
men and of angels, and have not
charity, I am become as sounding
brass, or a tinkling cymbal. And
though I have the gift of prophecy,
and understand all mysteries, and all
knowledge; and though I have all
faith, so that I could remove
mountains, and have not charity, I am
nothing. And though I bestow all my
goods to feed the poor, and though I
give my body to be burned, and have
not charity, it profiteth me nothing.
1 Corinthians 13:1-3
If I have all faith, so as to
remove mountains, but have not
love, I am nothing.
We hold, and unquestionably it is
true, that it is faith which justifies
and cleanses (Romans 1:17; 10:10;
Acts 15:9). But if it justifies and
purifies, love must be present. The
Spirit cannot but impart love
together with faith. In fact, where
true faith is, the Holy Spirit dwells;
and where the Holy Spirit is, there
must be love and every excellence.
How is it, then, Paul speaks as if faith
without love were possible? We reply,
this one text cannot be understood as
subverting and militating against all
those texts which ascribe justification
to faith alone. Even the sophists have
not attributed justification to love,
nor is this possible, for love is an
effect, or fruit, of the Spirit, who is
received through faith.
Three answers may be given to
the question. First, Paul has not
reference here to the Christian faith,
which is inevitably accompanied by
love, but to a general faith in God and
His power. Such faith is a gift; as, for
instance, the gift of tongues, the gift
of knowledge, of prophecy, and the
like. There is reason to believe Judas
performed miracles in spite of the
absence of Christian faith, according
to John 6:70: …One of you is a devil. This
general faith, powerless to justify or
to cleanse, permits the old man with
his vices to remain, just as do the gifts
of intellect, health, eloquence, riches.
6
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A second answer is: Though Paul
alludes to the true Christian faith, he
has those in mind who have indeed
attained to faith and performed
miracles with it, but fall from grace
through pride, thus losing their faith.
Many begin but do not continue. They
are like the seed in stony ground.
They soon fall from faith. The
temptations of vainglory are mightier
than those of adversity. One who has
the true faith and is at the same time
able to perform miracles is likely to
seek and to accept honor with such
eagerness as to fall from both love
and faith.
A third answer is: Paul in his
effort to present the necessity of love,
supposes an impossible condition. For
instance, I might express myself in
this way: "Though you were a god, if
you lacked patience you would be
nothing." That is, patience is so
essential to divinity that divinity
itself could not exist without it, a
proposition necessarily true. So Paul's
meaning is, not that faith could exist
without love, but on the contrary, so

tongues of angels." To speak with an
angelic tongue is impossible for a
human being, and he clearly
emphasizes this impossibility by
making a distinction between the
tongues of men and those of angels.
There is no angelic tongue; while
angels may speak to us in a human
tongue men can never speak in those
of angels.
As we are to understand the first
clause—"If I speak with the tongues of
angels"—as meaning, Were it as
possible as it is impossible for me to
speak with the tongues of angels; so
are we to understand the second
clause—"If I have all faith, so as to
remove mountains"—to mean, Were
it as possible as it is impossible to
have such faith. Equally impossible is
the proposition of understanding all
mysteries, and we must take it to
mean, Were it possible for one to
understand all mysteries, which,
however, it is not. John, in the last
chapter of his Gospel, asserts that the
world could not contain all the books
which might be written concerning

Love does not make us godly,
but when one has become godly love is the result.

much is love an essential of faith that
even mountain-moving faith would
be nothing without love, could we
separate the two even in theory.
The third answer pleases me by
far the best, though I do not reject
the others, particularly the first. For
Paul's very first premise is
impossible—"If I speak with the
Christian Monthly

the things of the kingdom, for no man
can ever fathom the depths of these
mysteries. Paul's manner of
expressing himself is but a very
common one, such as: "Even if I were
a Christian, if I believed not in Christ I
would be nothing"; or, "Were you
even a prince, if you neither ruled
men nor possessed property you
would be nothing."
And if I bestow all my goods to
feed the poor…
In other words, "Were I to
perform all the good works on earth
and yet had not charity—having
sought therein only my own honor
and profit and not my neighbor's—I
would nevertheless be lost." In the
performance of external works so
great as the surrender of property
and life, Paul includes all works

possible of performance, for he who
would at all do these, would do any
work. Just so, when he has reference
to tongues he includes all good words
and doctrines; and in prophecy,
understanding and faith he comprises
all wisdom and knowledge. Some may
risk body and property for the sake of
temporal glory. So Romans and
pagans have done; but as love was
lacking and they sought only their
own interests, they practically gave
nothing. It being generally impossible
for men to give away all their

property, and their bodies to be
burned, the meaning must be "Were
it possible for me to give all my goods
to the poor, and my body to be
burned."
The false reasoning of the
sophists will not stand when they
maliciously deduct from this text the
theory that the Christian faith is not
effectual to blot out sin and to justify.
They say that before faith can justify
it must be garnished with love; but
justification and its distinctive
qualities as well are beyond their ken.

Justification of necessity precedes
love. One does not love until he has
become godly and righteous. Love
does not make us godly, but when one
has become godly love is the result.
Faith, the Spirit and justification have
love as effect and fruitage, and not as
mere ornament and supplement. We
maintain that faith alone justifies and
saves. But that we may not deceive
ourselves and put our trust in a false
faith, God requires love from us as the
evidence of our faith, so that we may
be sure of our faith being real faith. ~

Faithfulness

Al Wuori
Tapiola, Michigan

O

ur dictionary defines faithfulness as steadfastness in affection (love), or allegiance.
It is considered to be an attribute, a virtue in this life. We know we need to be faithful
to God, to our spouse, to our family, to our employer, even to our ideals. We also
know that because we are weak in the flesh, we are not always faithful.
The Bible explains that faithfulness is a spiritual quality that God gives us by His Spirit. It is a
fruit of the Spirit. Faithfulness is to be loyal, trustworthy and dependable both to God and to our fellow man, and is
based on love, on truth, and on integrity. God's faithfulness is perfect and enduring. His is ever faithful, always there in
our times of trouble. Thy faithfulness is unto all generations: thou hast established the earth, and it abideth. (Psalm 119:90)
When we are called into living faith by His grace through repentance and are assured of the forgiveness of our sins,
God gives us faith by His Spirit. Therefore faithfulness is a fruit of the living Spirit within us.
Are we then always faithful, as God is? Sadly not, for our earthly portion is weak. We tend not to be faithful in
prayer, in our conversation, in the use of our God-given talents and resources. We are often unfaithful in our love to
others. Many times we lack faithfulness in witnessing of Jesus unto others due to the fear that we will not be liked.
There is a cost or price to be paid for faithfulness and many times it is our pride. Dietrich Boenhoeffer in his book
The Cost of Discipleship explains this very well. Not only pride but suffering and death can be that cost.
Of course the greatest price paid for our salvation is Christ's death on the cross. We are all called unto faithfulness
but it is only because of the perfect faithfulness of Jesus that our salvation has been wrought. May we always be
mindful of our faithfulness to God and to others and pray unto the heavenly Father to strengthen our faith. ~

When Christ calls a man, he bids him come and die…
Costly grace is the gospel which must be sought again and again and again, the gift which must be asked for, the
door at which a man must knock. Such grace is costly because it calls us to follow, and it is grace because it calls us
to follow Jesus Christ. It is costly because it costs a man his life, and it is grace because it gives a man the only true
life. It is costly because it condemns sin, and grace because it justifies the sinner. Above all, it is costly because it
cost God the life of His Son: "Ye are bought with a price," and what has cost God much cannot be cheap for us.
Above all, it is grace because God did not reckon His Son too dear a price to pay for our life, but delivered Him up
for us. Costly grace is the Incarnation of God.
Dietrich Bonhoeffer
Apostolic Lutheran Church of America
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Doing Good

Pastor Jay Weidner
Laurium, Michigan
And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not. As we have therefore
opportunity, let us do good unto all men, especially unto them who are of the household of faith. Galatians 6:9-10 (KJV)
So we should not be bad at doing what is right for at the opportune time we shall reap, if we don't give up. Now then as we have
the opportune time, we should do good unto all people, especially those who are in the family of the faithful. (Galatians 6:9-10,
translated from the Greek.)

T

hese words in the concluding portion of Paul's epistle to the Galatians speak well to our current age as well.
There is plenty of opportunity during our earthly life to do what is right. Sadly, it's very easy to dwell on the
negative side of life and simply look at the things we should not do. When the positive side—what we should do—is
lost, we see only the down side of life. The Church is then depicted as a wagon train circling its wagons, trying to keep
enemies out. We fear doing good because evil people may benefit from our kindness. However, this is not the nature of
the body of Christ. God does good things even for those who hate Him, as the Word attests.
That being the case, so should we.
We are an agent for good in the world, enlisted by God to follow His divine purpose.
There's nothing wrong with doing good, even as Paul says. The problem only comes when
we become bad at doing good, when we become so blind as to think our doing good is bad
so we quit. The world needs good. If it repays us with evil, that is its problem; we simply
just keep doing good. This is the opportune time. Let's keep encouraging one
another to do good, to do what is right. ~

My Friend Jesus Christ
Let me tell you about my Friend in high places:
He's there for me all day and night, voluntarily on a twenty-four hour call.
I bring Him my joys, my cheerful moments and spectacular experiences,
He smiles with me and reminds me these are His gifts to me.
I bring Him my troubles, my tattered life and shattered dreams,
I bring Him my fears, my many uncertainties and disquieting insecurities,
He calmly assures me with His words of encouragement,
Reminding me that He's in complete control.
He died a cruel agonizing death for my sins
And rose again on that glorious morn of the third day.
I offer Him my humble thankfulness
And because I believe Him and His Word,
I joyfully await His promise fulfilled, to live with my Friend for all eternity.
Author Unknown
Submitted by Alvar Helmes; Battle Ground, Washington

