
“So it now goes everywhere. Now that the end of the world is 
approaching the people rage and rave most horribly against 
God, and blaspheme and damn God’s Word, though they 
well know that it is God’s Word and the truth. Besides, so 
many fearful signs and wonders are appearing, in the 
heavens and among all creatures, which threaten them 
terribly, and it is a wicked, miserable time, even worse than 
that of Jeremiah.”  

Martin Luther, Preface to the Prophet Jeremiah 
 

D 
URING MOST OF MARTIN LUTHER’S LIFE, he believed the 
end of the world was imminent. In 1526 he thought 
it impossible that he could finish translating the Old 

Testament before Christ would return. Fortunately, Luther 
not only finished the Old Testament, he completed the whole 
Bible in 1534, which became the model for successive 
translations into vernacular languages in many places. Much 
beyond his expectations, we have been blessed with another 
500 years to enjoy the Word he so loved, and we 
commemorated the beginning of his labor those 500 years 
ago in October. 

So it is in times of foment and chaos, many people begin 
to believe that the days are growing short and certainly can 
get no worse. Often we hear the same musings in our own 
era. Thus we must take pause and remember that our times 
are in God’s hand. Only the Lord knows the end so we are 
simply to be about our Father’s business. We cannot be so 
consumed with signs of the times that we lose sight of the 
sign of the time, Jesus Christ and the proclamation of the 
Word to the world. Around us is so much chaos and 
uncertainty that it’s often difficult to keep from being 
distracted by events, controversies, and other happenings 
that sweep us up and cause us to begin to speak in the 
language of condemnation and darkness instead of that of life 
and light.  

It is good to be reminded that we are not only citizens of 
this wonderful country but also of the heavenly kingdom, 
children of the Almighty together with all His offspring 
throughout the world. We must be a consistent example that 
testifies of the faith that we hold so dear, undiminished in 
our commitment because times are difficult. 

 

 
There is so much hate being evidenced in our world and 

nation in shootings, acts of terror and incredible vitriol 
directed for political ends. It is almost as if we’ve lost our 
human mind and become mindlessly brutish. We, however, as 
the Scripture tells us, have the mind of Christ. Let us employ 
that mind in the imitation of Him who so loved the world 
that He gave His only Son for it. Let us speak the language of 
life and light to a troubled world that will bring a new time of 
renewal to God’s cherished human race. We often hear the 
words: “God bless America.” Let us indeed bless our nation 
and world with God’s light and love in the beauty of the 
Gospel. Let us consistently represent Jesus Christ in the 
world, that in us and through us, people may see our Lord 
and so be moved to civility and peace. Let us so bless 
America. 

 
My little children, let us not love in word, neither in tongue; 
but in deed and in truth.  

1 John 3:18 
God’s peace. 

November 2017November 2017November 2017November 2017    

In Times of Chaos 
Pastor Jay Weidner 
Laurium, Michigan 
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The Good News! 

T 
ODAY WE REMEMBER ONE OF THE most significant events 
in the history of the Christian Church: the Protestant 
Reformation and the life and contributions of Martin 

Luther (1483-1546) to God's Church during that era. The word 
Protestant comes from the word protest and the term 
Reformation from the word reform. God's Church had strayed 
from the Scriptures and the time came in God's oversight of 
His kingdom for much-needed reforms. 

All Christian congregations hold that their church exists 
because they are followers of Jesus Christ and they desire to 
continue the Church that He promised to build, and has built. 
The impetus of continuing the Church of Jesus Christ is that 
we as believers have received the Good News from God 
through Jesus Christ and desire to tell others the Good News. 
Our understanding of the Church and its role cannot be 
understood outside of the biblical knowledge of Jesus Christ, 
the Son of God, and the meaning of His life, death and 
resurrection. We must start there and remain there. 

The Christian Church Is Born 
In Matthew 16:13-19, when Jesus asks His disciples, “But 

whom say ye that I am?” Peter, one of Jesus’ original twelve 
disciples, was given revelation from above to believe/know 
that Jesus was the Son of the living God. As a result of Peter 
receiving this knowledge by revelation from God, Jesus spoke 
of His future Church, stating that through the revelation 
from God, His Church was going to be built and hell would 
not ever destroy His Church. He said that He would give unto 
the Church the keys of loosing and binding, which He did as 
recorded in John 20:19-21 So far so good. 

Immediately after this, Jesus began to tell His disciples of 
the event that would begin the Church. He began to let them 
in on the Good News, but for Peter and the disciples, it is 
Very Bad News! 

In Matthew 16:21-23, Peter responded vehemently to Jesus 
when He told them of His eventual death. Peter was sharply 
rebuked by Jesus as speaking foolishly as well as ignorantly. 
In time Peter would understand more of what Jesus is about; 
he would eventually come to understand the Good News! 

 
Good News Turned Bad 

Fast forward to the 16th century and the time of the 
Reformation. The Church had been in existence for 1500 
years and the Good News of Jesus Christ was being preached, 
but it had become hidden behind extra requirements as laid 
out by the Church. Very few people could read in those days, 

so they were only able to listen to others tell them the Good 
News. They had no ability to read the Bible for themselves. 

The monk Martin Luther was tortured by this question: 
How does one please God? He had tried to live a good life, had 
confessed his sins, but was left without peace. He would go to 
confession so much that the priests hated to see him come to 
them since he would take up so much of their time. This is 
how it went for Martin Luther. He could not live up to the 
demands of the Church, and therefore of God. The Good News 
of the Gospel was Bad News! 

One day he was reading in the book of Romans and he 
came to these verses written by Apostle Paul under the 
direction of the Holy Spirit: Romans 1:16-17: For I am not 
ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto 
salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the 
Greek. For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to 
faith: as it is written, The just shall live by faith. 

Luther’s struggle with God came to a head as he wrestled 
with Romans 1:17. He was extremely zealous to understand 
Romans, but this phrase about God’s righteousness stood in 
the way. This phrase, which to us is so clearly good news, was 
for Luther bad news.  

When he came across the phrase “the righteousness of 
God” in Scripture, it terrified him (“struck my conscience like 
lightning,” “was like a thunderbolt in my heart”) because he 
knew that he was an unrighteous sinner who fell far short of 
God’s righteous (perfect) demands. It was Bad News! 

Even worse, Romans 1:17 filled Luther with anger and 
hatred toward God. “I did not love, yes, I hated the righteous 
God who punishes sinners.” Is it not enough, Luther tells us 
he murmured, that God crushes us miserable sinners with His 
Law, that He has to threaten us with punishment through the 
Gospel, too?  

After meditating day and night, finally the breakthrough 
came when Luther gave heed to the words at the end of 1:17, 
“He who through faith is righteous shall live.” Then he 
realized that the verse was not talking about the active 
righteousness that God demands, but the passive 
righteousness that He freely gives to those who believe the 
Gospel. The sinner is justified (declared righteous) by God 
through faith in the work and death of Jesus, not by our work 
or keeping of the Law. The sinner is justified by receiving 
(faith) rather than achieving (works). Later Luther would say 
that we are saved by the alien righteousness of Christ, not by 
a righteousness of our own doing. 

When he had discovered that God gives His righteousness 
as a gift in Christ, he felt that he “was altogether born again 
and had entered paradise itself through open gates… that 
place in Paul was for me truly the gate to paradise.” Now his 
conscience was at rest, now he was certain of his salvation, 
where before there had been only unrest and uncertainty. 
Faith now connected him to the Gospel; faith united him with 
the forgiveness of his sins through Christ.  

 
Bad News 

Romans 3: 20-26: Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall 
no flesh be justified in his sight: for by the law is the knowledge of 
sin. But now the righteousness of God without the law is 

Pastor Orval Wirkkala 
Kingston, Minnesota 
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 manifested, being witnessed by the law and the prophets; Even the 
righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and 
upon all them that believe: for there is no difference: For all have 
sinned, and come short of the glory of God; Being justified freely by 
his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus: Whom God 
hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to 
declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, 
through the forbearance of God; To declare, I say, at this time his 
righteousness: that he might be just, and the justifier of him which 
believeth in Jesus. 

In order to understand the Good News of the two words 
at the beginning of Romans 3:21, we must remember that 
from Romans 1:18 through Romans 3:20 it is all bad news for 
anyone who thinks that it is possible to please God through 
our own efforts. 

Through coming to the knowledge all our efforts are 
meaningless, that God has made a way of escape from our 
sins, that He has made a way for us to be forgiven, we fall to 
our knees in despair and hopelessness, and then we hear the 
words, BUT NOW! 

That is the place that our Father, our God wants to bring 
us to, so that we could receive the Gift He has prepared for 
the saving of our souls. He came to earth, He provided the 
sacrifice which satisfied His wrath against sin, and now 
desires to give all the gift of repentance and faith. 

My dear friend, know today that God has washed away all 
your sin through the cross of Christ. He is waiting to receive 
you to Himself with open and loving arms of love and grace. 
He is not at all interested in condemning anyone to hell, but 
desires that all would come to Him to receive His gracious 
gift of forgiveness. 

Because of the cross and resurrection of Jesus Christ, I 
encourage you to believe that which God has done for you, 

that your sins are all forgiven, past, present and future, 
through the Name and in the blood of the Christ that was 
shed on Calvary 2000 years ago. Believe that Good News 
today, dear friend.  

Preach the News, Bad and Good 
Lastly, being grateful recipients of the mercy of God 

through Christ, we hear some of the last words of Jesus 
concerning the mission of the Church: 

Matthew 28:18-20: And Jesus came and spake unto them, 
saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. Go ye 
therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to 
observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am 
with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen. 

He calls on us to preach and teach both the Bad News and 
the Good News. The Good News is that Christ has atoned for 
all. For me to desire the Good News, it is necessary to believe 
the Bad News, to know my need of a Savior to wash and 
cleanse me. Upon that realization into my mind and heart, 
there will be no greater news than the Good News that my 
sins are forgiven, never to be remembered again by God. 

May the Lord open up our understanding to the 
greatness of the gift of forgiveness which is ours through His 
gift of grace, the righteousness of Jesus Christ. ~ 

 

Owe no man any thing, but to love one another: for he that loveth 
another hath fulfilled the law. For this, Thou shalt not commit adultery, 
Thou shalt not kill, Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt not bear false 
witness, Thou shalt not covet; and if there be any other commandment, 
it is briefly comprehended in this saying, namely, Thou shalt love thy 
neighbour as thyself. Love worketh no ill to his neighbour: therefore 
love is the fulfilling of the law.  
And that, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of 
sleep: for now is our salvation nearer than when we believed. The night 
is far spent, the day is at hand: let us therefore cast off the works of 
darkness, and let us put on the armour of light. Let us walk honestly, as 
in the day; not in rioting and drunkenness, not in chambering and 
wantonness, not in strife and envying. But put ye on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and make not provision for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof.  

Romans 13:8-14 
 
The sinner is alarmed in his conscience, he turns his eye within his heart, and there finds sin and abomination 

altogether; by a higher light he sees that odious and destructive tendency of sin; he repents, he hates, he detests sin; he 
desires to be freed therefrom, but still feels the power of sin, and sighs from the inmost depths of his soul: “O wretched 
sinner that I am, who will deliver me from the body of this death?” “The grace of God through Jesus Christ,” (Rom. 7:25) 
answereth the Holy Spirit, that has again approached the penitent, contrite heart, and with the flames of divine grace, has 
penetrated and imparted to him light and strength.  

And thus as the light of the Holy Spirit penetrates into the heart and the sparks of grace expand within it, thus also 
must Satan retire with all his odious adherents. The detestable forms, the abominable beasts, the emblems of vice, flee. 
When the light enters, darkness must vanish. As soon as the day breaks, the night is gone. 

Lars Levi Laestadius 
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Dear Children,  
Hello to each of you. It is a beautiful day where I live. The 

trees are changing to colors of gold, red, and orange, and the 
sky is so blue. Cooler weather is on its way and we will get 
some rain in just a day or so. It's always sort of sad to see 
summer come to an end. God made the seasons and we know 
it all happens in perfect order. 

I just wanted to share some verses on thanksgiving. We 
have a celebration in November when we have a special meal 
to thank God for the provision of food from the summer 
harvest. That is a good thing to be thankful for, but more 
importantly we should give thanks to our God and Lord for 
Him, His love and saving us from sin. 

 

Psalm 107:1:  
O give thanks unto the Lord, for he is good: for his mercy 
endureth for ever.  

2 Samuel 22:47-51: 
The Lord liveth; and blessed be my rock; and exalted be the God 
of the rock of my salvation. It is God that avengeth me, and that 
bringeth down the people under me, And that bringeth me 
forth from mine enemies: thou also hast lifted me up on high 
above them that rose up against me: thou hast delivered me 
from the violent man.  
Therefore I will give thanks unto thee, O Lord, among the 
heathen, and I will sing praises unto thy name.  
He is the tower of salvation for his king: and sheweth mercy to 
his anointed, unto David, and to his seed for evermore.  

Psalm 103:1-3: 
Bless the Lord, O my soul: and all that is within me, bless his 
holy name.  
Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits: Who 
forgiveth all thine iniquities; who healeth all thy diseases… 
 

2 Corinthians 9 
This chapter speaks of sowing in a Christian’s life. God 

gives all things for a Christian’s walk. He gives and we are not 
to boast of ourselves but of God’s gift.  

If we sow sparingly, we reap little. If one sows plenty, he 
also will reap much. God loves a cheerful giver. We are to give 
without holding back. God is able to give sufficiently 
everything we may need to abound in every good work. He 
has given to the poor; His righteousness remaineth forever. 
He gives the sower seed and bread for our food, and He 

provides more seed and an increase in the fruit of 
righteousness. We are being enriched in every thing to all 
bountifulness, which causes through us thanksgiving to 
God. We are given much and as we freely share the gospel of 
Christ, others will glorify God. 
2 Corinthians 9:8:  

And God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, 
always having all sufficiency in all things, may abound to every 
good work. 

2 Corinthians 9:14-15:  
And by their prayer for you, which long after you for the 
exceeding grace of God in you. Thanks be unto God for his 
unspeakable gift.  
 

1 Thessalonians 5 
This chapter warns us to not be sleepy in our faith in the 

time until Jesus comes again. We are encouraged to not be 
wrathful, but to be children of light, to edify one another, to 
know those who are elders and labor over us in the Lord, 
such as our parents, pastors, teachers, and church boards. 
Also, do not give evil for evil to anyone, but follow that which 
is good for one’s self and to all men. 

Rejoice evermore. 
1 Thessalonians 5:18-19:  

In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ 
Jesus concerning you. Quench not the Spirit.  
 
When we feel the Spirit talking to us we are not to ignore 

it. We are also not to talk bad of prophesies. We can ask God 
to show us whether they are true and coming from the Lord. 
We should be sure of the different spirits as there are good 
and bad spirits. 

This chapter is one from the Apostle Paul and he so 
wishes that the peace of God would declare us holy, and that 
our whole soul, body, and spirit be preserved and kept 
blameless until the Lord Jesus Christ comes again. 

Our Lord has been so faithful to call us to be His own. He 
will complete that which He starts in our hearts. 

There is so much good instruction in the Bible and I pray 
that we would all read it more and learn. We have so much to 
be thankful for. God has given us SO much, and the greatest 
gift of all is His Son Jesus who was sent to earth, to die for us 
and save us from our sin. This we should be the most 
thankful for. 

When we gather to eat food together and give our 
thanks, let us remember to thank God for His saving power 
extended to us. 
1 Timothy 4:4-5: 

For every creature of God is good, and nothing to be refused, if 
it be received with thanksgiving: For it is sanctified by the word 
of God and prayer.  
For everything God created is good, and nothing is to be 

rejected if it is received with thanksgiving, because it is 
consecrated by the Word of God and by prayer. 
1 Chronicles 16:34:  

O give thanks unto the Lord; for he is good; for his mercy 
endureth for ever.  

God’s peace, and a Happy Thanksgiving to all. 

Gwen Wilson 
Ridgefield, Washington 

Give Thanks Unto the Lord 
Children's P
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Seek ye the Lord while he may be found, call ye upon him 
while he is near: Let the wicked forsake his way, and the 
unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return unto the 
Lord, and he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he 
will abundantly pardon. For my thoughts are not your 
thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the Lord. For 
as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways 
higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.  

Isaiah 55:6-9 

T 
HESE VERSES FROM ISAIAH ARE familiar to most people. 
It’s something we usually hear in answer to hard 
questions which usually boil down to “Why do bad 

things happen in this world?” Sometimes these verses are 
given to console someone who is going through a difficult 
situation and asking the question, “Why me?”  

The idea is to remind people that we don’t know the 
mind of God. We won’t always know why things are the way 
they are. We won’t always know what’s going on. We’re 
correct to interpret them this way. However, we miss the 
boat if the mysterious nature of God is what we’re focusing 
on. Even though they do declare the incomprehensible nature 
of God, they also show us something that is actually very 
understandable. 

The key to understanding what God is saying is found in 
the 7th verse: and he will have mercy upon him... for he will 
abundantly pardon. 

God’s ways are higher than our ways because He is 
merciful and we are not. He is very much unlike us in this 
regard. Where we are petty and vengeful, He is loving and 
forgiving. When we hold grudges, He promises to remember 
our sin no more. When we cause pain, He brings healing.  

 
And they shall teach no more every man his neighbour, and 

every man his brother, saying, Know the LORD: for they shall all 
know me, from the least of them unto the greatest of them, saith the 
LORD: for I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin 
no more. (Jeremiah 31:34) 

Here, God has revealed something incredible about 
Himself. He is nothing like the false, pagan gods that man 
creates. We are constantly seeking to serve God, but we find 
in these verses that He has been serving us all along. The 
mercy and pardon of God takes shape on the Cross, where 
Jesus Christ took upon Himself the full and just punishment 
of our sin. And, in its place, we receive His forgiveness. 
Thanks be to God! 

God’s peace. 

God’s Ways 
Pastor Nicholas Kandoll 

New York Mills, Minnesota  

The Law and the Gospel 
I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep. But he that is an 
hireling, and not the shepherd, whose own the sheep are not, seeth the wolf coming, and leaveth 
the sheep, and fleeth: and the wolf catcheth them, and scattereth the sheep. The hireling fleeth, 
because he is an hireling, and careth not for the sheep. I am the good shepherd, and know my 
sheep, and am known of mine. As the Father knoweth me, even so know I the Father: and I lay 
down my life for the sheep. And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them also I must 
bring, and they shall hear my voice; and there shall be one fold, and one shepherd.  

John 10:11-16 

T 
HIS IS A COMFORTING GOSPEL, which so beautifully portrays the Lord Jesus and teaches us what manner of person He 
is, what kind of works He does, and how He is disposed toward men. And there is no better way to understand it 
than to contrast light and darkness and day and night; that is, the good shepherd with the wicked one, as the Lord 

Himself does. 
Now, you have often heard that God has given the world two different proclamations. One is that which is declared in 

the Word of God when it says: Thou shalt not kill, not commit adultery, not steal (Exodus 20:13-15), and when it adds the 
threat that all who do not keep these commandments shall die. But this declaration will make no one godly at heart. For 
though it may compel a man outwardly to appear godly before men, inwardly it leaves the heart at enmity with the Law, 
and wishing that there were no such Law. 

The other proclamation is that of the Gospel. It tells where one may obtain that which will meet the demands of the 
Law. It does not drive or threaten, but tenderly invites us. It does not say, Do this and do that, but rather: Come, I will show 
you where you may find and obtain what you need to make you godly. See, here is the Lord Jesus; He will give it to you. 
Therefore, the two are as contrary to each other as taking and giving, demanding and presenting; and this distinction must 
be well observed. Thus God ever has ruled and still rules the world today. To coarse and rude persons, who are not 
influenced by the Gospel, the Law must be declared, and they must be driven until they are humbled and acknowledge 
their imperfections. When this has been accomplished, the Gospel is to be applied. 

These are the two divine proclamations, which come from heaven. Besides these there are others that are not from 
heaven, but are human prattle, which the pope and our bishops have invented that they might terrify our consciences. 
Such men are not worthy of being called shepherds or hirelings, but they are here designated by the Lord Jesus as thieves, 
murderers and wolves. For if men are to be savingly governed, it must be done with the Word of God; and if it is not done 
by the Word of God, they are not properly governed.  

Martin Luther  
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Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that entereth not by the door 
into the sheepfold, but climbeth up some other way, the same 
is a thief and a robber. But he that entereth in by the door is 
the shepherd of the sheep. To him the porter openeth; and the 
sheep hear his voice: and he calleth his own sheep by name, 
and leadeth them out. And when he putteth forth his own 
sheep, he goeth before them, and the sheep follow him: for 
they know his voice.  

John 10:1-4 

T 
HIS PARABLE WAS ALSO SPOKEN in the Temple, shortly 
after Jesus had found the man that had been blind and 
had uttered the ominous words to the Pharisees 

concerning spiritual blindness. He here refers to a sheepfold, 
to one of the Oriental pens, or corrals, for sheep; this was a 
yard with a high stone wall to keep out wild animals as well 
as other intruders. There was a gate or door which was 
guarded by a porter. Jesus now states that any person that 
did not choose the gate to enter into the corral, but sought 
some other way into the interior, by that very token became 
evident as a thief, whose intention is to steal quietly, or even 
a robber, who would not hesitate to use violence. The 
shepherd is not in need of such schemes and stratagems. He 
comes to the gate of the corral openly, and the door-guard 
will open the door for him, for he knows the shepherd and 
his intentions.  

And when the heavy gate has been unbarred, the 
shepherd need but raise his voice in the call which is so well 
known to the sheep, when they will respond at once. He has 
names for each one of the sheep entrusted to him, and they 
can distinguish the call. If there should be several herds in 
the corral overnight, the sheep of each shepherd will still 
respond only to the voice of their own shepherd. And when 
all the sheep that belong to his own herd have been put out 
of the corral, they will follow their shepherd as he leads the 
way, the shepherd walking in front as is still the custom in 
the East. They follow his voice, not his clothes nor his dog, as 
has been ascertained by actual tests. The sheep have such a 
knowledge of the kind care of the shepherd, of his mild and 
gentle way of leading and guiding them, that they have full 
confidence in him. But the sheep fear and flee from a 
stranger, since his voice is not known to them; they have not 
learned to trust him as they do their own shepherd. This 
parable is one of Christ's most beautiful stories in its 
completeness and in the detailed correctness of the picture, 
and the application of the parable was sufficiently obvious. 

But, as usual, the Jews had no idea of the meaning and of the 
lesson which the Lord intended to convey. 

The sheepfold is the Church of God of all times. The 
sheep are the members of the kingdom of God, the believers 
of both the Old and New Testaments that put their trust in 
the Word of their redemption through the work of the 
Messiah. But the men that were to be their shepherds, their 
leaders, have from olden times been divided into two classes. 
There are such as come to the door openly, that have the call 
and duty to take care of the souls entrusted to them, and that 
carry out their difficult calling in the proper manner, with all 
faithfulness, for they are assistants of the great Shepherd, 
Jesus Christ, and it is His voice that calls through them. The 
sheep thus hear the voice of Jesus in the voice of the true 
pastors, and this they recognize and know perfectly, this they 
heed gladly. And if they are truly His sheep, they will pay no 
attention to the call of such as try to imitate the voice of the 
true Shepherd, but will fear them and flee from them.  

For as He has said of His office which He carries on through 
His Word, thus He also says of His sheep, how they behave 
in His kingdom, namely, when the door is opened to Him, 
they at once hear His voice and learn to know it well, for it is 
a truly comforting, cheering voice, by which they, delivered 
from terror and fear, come to the liberty that they may expect 
all mercy and comfort of God in Christ. And when they have 
once accepted this Shepherd, they adhere to Him alone with 
all confidence and hear the teaching of none other.  

(Martin Luther) ~ 

Paul Kretzmann 
The Voice of the Shepherd 

2018 Apostolic Lutheran Church Calendars  
You may now order the Apostolic Lutheran Church calendar for the year 2018. The price for 
each calendar is $5.50 to cover the cost of printing and mailing. Do not send your payment 
with your order. An invoice will be included with the shipment for payment to be mailed to 
the Federation accountant.  
Please send your order in one of the following ways: By email: alc_calendars@mac.com or by 
telephone: 925-454-1648 or by mail to: Corrie Karlsen, 2994 Rodeo Lane, Livermore, CA 94550.  

Corrie Karlsen, ALC Calendar Committee  
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Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto the 
Lord. For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the 
head of the church: and he is the saviour of the body. 
Therefore as the church is subject unto Christ, so let the wives 
be to their own husbands in every thing. Husbands, love your wives, 
even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it; 
That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of 
water by the word, That he might present it to himself a 
glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such 
thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish. So ought 
men to love their wives as their own bodies. He that loveth his wife 
loveth himself. For no man ever yet hated his own flesh; but 
nourisheth and cherisheth it, even as the Lord the church: For 
we are members of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones. For 
this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall be 
joined unto his wife, and they two shall be one flesh. This is a great 
mystery: but I speak concerning Christ and the church. 
Nevertheless let every one of you in particular so love his wife even 
as himself; and the wife see that she reverence her husband.  

Ephesians 5:22-33 
 “Union” means “the act of joining one thing to another.” 

We may belong to a credit union or a labor union, and these 
may serve a purpose in our lives. We may join and leave 
several unions over the course of a lifetime. 

The marriage union is a mystery to us, sometimes. We 
may wonder how certain couples came to be together, and 
each couple has a unique flavor, so to speak. What works for 
one couple may not work for another, but if the two are in 
agreement, who are we to judge?  

The marriage covenant between a man and woman, in 
which they become one flesh, can be dissolved; however, it 
should not be lightly broken, or without good reason. In the 
circumstance of abuse or infidelity, the conflicts may be 
irreconcilable, and the union has been broken in spirit before 
the dissolution of the union in actual fact.  

The Scripture says that the Church has been brought into 
an intimate relationship, a union, with Christ. 

He is the head of the Church, and He is her Savior. He 
loves His Church, setting her apart and washing her, and she 
submits to His will. Christ has given His life for His bride, and 
He will present her to Himself, a glorious, holy Church 
without blemish.  

Please note: The union with Christ is not like Mysticism, 
which believes that there is an ecstatic joining with God. 
Wikipedia says: “Mysticism is popularly known as becoming 
one with God or the Absolute, but may refer to any kind of 

ecstasy or altered state of consciousness which is given a 
religious or spiritual meaning.”  

The union of Christ and His Church is a joining by faith, 
in which we are called and kept by the Holy Spirit. Luther’s 
Small Catechism says: “I believe that I cannot by my own 
reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come 
to Him; but the Holy Ghost has called me by the Gospel, 
enlightened me with His gifts, sanctified and kept me in the 
true faith; even as He calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies 
the whole Christian Church on earth, and preserves it in 
union with Jesus Christ in the one true faith...”  

Jesus spoke of a man and his wife becoming one flesh, 
referring to the book of Genesis, and He said that what God 
has joined together, man should not put asunder. The Apostle 
Paul wrote of the profound mystery of the man and his wife 
becoming one flesh, saying that it refers to Christ and His 
Church. The union between Christ and the Church is eternal. 
This union will never be broken. 

In the Revelation, Jesus says: I Jesus have sent mine angel to 
testify unto you these things in the churches. I am the root and the 
offspring of David, and the bright and morning star. 

 
The Church 

waits for the 
culmination of all 
things, and for the 
return of Christ in 
glory. As we wait, 
we say, “Come, 
Lord Jesus.”   

 
And the Spirit 

and the bride say, 
Come. And let him 
that heareth say, 
Come. And let him 
that is athirst come. 
And whosoever will, 
let him take the 
water of life freely. 
Revelation 22:16-17 
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An 1880 Baxter process illustration  
of Revelation 22:17  

by Joseph Martin Kronheim.  
Courtesy of Wikipedia 
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For as a young man marrieth a virgin, so shall thy sons marry 
thee: and as the bridegroom rejoiceth over the bride, so shall 
thy God rejoice over thee. I have set watchmen upon thy walls, 
O Jerusalem, which shall never hold their peace day nor night: 
ye that make mention of the LORD, keep not silence, And give 
him no rest, till he establish, and till he make Jerusalem a 
praise in the earth. The LORD hath sworn by his right hand, 
and by the arm of his strength, Surely I will no more give thy 
corn to be meat for thine enemies; and the sons of the stranger 
shall not drink thy wine, for the which thou hast laboured: But 
they that have gathered it shall eat it, and praise the LORD; 
and they that have brought it together shall drink it in the 
courts of my holiness. Go through, go through the gates; 
prepare ye the way of the people; cast up, cast up the highway; 
gather out the stones; lift up a standard for the people. Behold, 
the LORD hath proclaimed unto the end of the world, Say ye to 
the daughter of Zion, Behold, thy salvation cometh; behold, his 
reward is with him, and his work before him. And they shall 
call them, The holy people, The redeemed of the LORD: and 
thou shalt be called, Sought out, A city not forsaken.  

Isaiah 62:5-12 

A 
DVENT IS THE SEASON IN THE CHURCH YEAR dedicated to 
preparing for the return of Christ. The second 
coming of our Lord is not met with fear, but rather 

with great anticipation and celebration. Those who fear 
Christ’s coming, only do so because they do not truly know 
our Great and Gracious King. 

The sense in which we wait for our triumphant 
Redeemer is that of a bride longing for her bridegroom. We, 

as the bride of Christ, anxiously await the coming our 
Bridegroom, because of what He did for us at the Cross. The 
Apostle Paul uses this imagery of marriage: Husbands, love 
your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave Himself 
for it; That He might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of 
water by the word, That He might present it to Himself a glorious 
church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it 
should be holy and without blemish. (Ephesians 5:25-27)  

Because Christ shed His blood for us at the Cross, God 
delights in us. As Isaiah tells us …as the bridegroom rejoiceth 
over the bride, so shall thy God rejoice over thee. As a result, we 
rejoice in our heavenly Bridegroom, because He rejoices in 
us. We love Him, because He first loved us. (1 John 4:19) 

A few years ago, I spoke with a woman shortly after her 
wedding, and I asked her if she remembered all of the 
wonderful things that happened that day. In spite of all of the 

many details and decorations that 
were meticulously planned for her 
wedding, this woman said that as 
she began walking down the aisle, 
the only thing she saw was her 
bridegroom. In the same way, may 
God grant us grace in this Advent 
season that, by faith, we would 
only see Jesus, our heavenly 
Bridegroom. May the Lord also 
richly bless you all during this 
Advent and Christmas season. 

Yours in Christ. 

The Season of Advent 
Pastor Chuck Bylkas 

South Range, Michigan 

Life in a prison cell may well be compared to Advent; one waits, hopes, and does this, that, or the other— 
things that are of no real consequence—the door is shut, and can be opened only from the outside. 

Dietrech Bonhoeffer 
Letters from Prison, November 21, 1943  

 
And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write; These things saith he that is holy, he that is true, he that hath the key of David, he 
that openeth, and no man shutteth; and shutteth, and no man openeth; I know thy works: behold, I have set before thee an open door, 
and no man can shut it: for thou hast a little strength, and hast kept my word, and hast not denied my name. Behold, I will make them 
of the synagogue of Satan, which say they are Jews, and are not, but do lie; behold, I will make them to come and worship before thy 
feet, and to know that I have loved thee. Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, I also will keep thee from the hour of tempta-
tion, which shall come upon all the world, to try them that dwell upon the earth. Behold, I come quickly: hold that fast which thou hast, 
that no man take thy crown. Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall go no more out: and I will 
write upon him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, which is new Jerusalem, which cometh down out of heaven 
from my God: and I will write upon him my new name. He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.  

Revelation 3:7-13 


