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Know ye that the Lord he is God: it is he that 
hath made us, and not we ourselves; we are 
his people, and the sheep of his pasture.  

Psalm 100:3 

T 
he Bible makes numerous comparisons of Christians 
to sheep. Anyone who is familiar with sheep and their 
characteristics can easily relate to these comparisons. 

When I had sheep many of the stories and parables in the Bible 
became very real to me. 

Let us look at some of the characteristics of sheep. Sheep 
cannot survive on their own; therefore, sheep need a shepherd. 
Sheep must have pastures prepared for them. Sheep must be 
protected while they eat. Sheep are ruminants that chew and 
re-chew their food. Sheep are flock animals that stick together. 
Sheep that leave the flock will face serious dangers. 

Sheep have always been domesticated animals. We read 
already in the first pages of the Bible that Abel was a keeper of 
sheep (Genesis 4:2). Sheep cannot defend themselves against 
their enemies. They are creatures of habit that can destroy 
themselves by their own pollution and get parasites, and even 
by overeating. 

As Christians we cannot survive on our own. We are to 
follow the Lord as sheep follow the shepherd. Jesus says, My 
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sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me: 
And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, 
neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand. (John 
10:27-28) And when he putteth forth his own sheep, he goeth 
before them, and the sheep follow him: for they know his 
voice. And a stranger will they not follow, but will flee from 
him: for they know not the voice of strangers. (John 10:4-5) 

In eastern countries where there are many flocks of sheep, 
the shepherds walk before the sheep, leading them to pasture 
and water. It is written in Psalm 23:2: He maketh me to lie 
down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters. 
Good shepherds provide green pastures and know how long to 
keep the sheep there before moving them to another field.  

God's Word is the green pasture on which we must feed. 
Jesus says to the devil, Man shall not live by bread alone, but 
by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God. 
(Matthew 4:4) God's Word leads us to know the Good Shep-
herd, Jesus Christ, and feeds us in our different needs. 

Sheep need to be protected while they eat. They cannot 
kick, bite, or hide; they cannot run away from their enemies. 
The shepherd must guard the sheep from the enemy. In my 
experience with sheep, all they could do was draw closer 
together when they were threatened by wolves. I had to bring 
my sheep into the sheepfold and provide a light for them at 
night to protect them. 

As Christians we need the light of God's Word to fight the 
enemy ...because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, 
walketh about, seeking whom he may devour. (1 Peter 5:8) We 
need to meditate on the Word of God daily. Just as sheep we 
can "chew and re-chew" the Word of God; it is ever new and 
can give us new strength for each day. 

Sheep not only stick together when facing enemies, but they 
will follow the other sheep. If one goes through the fence, you 
can be sure they will all go. I have read of sheep that followed 
one after the other over a cliff to their destruction. We tend to 
be like sheep in that we want what our friends and neighbors 
have even if it is not good for us. Paul warns the Colossian 
Christians, Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy 
and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments 
of the world, and not after Christ. (Colossians 2:8) 
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Sheep that are very independent and go after their own 
appetites and stray from the flock are in great danger. Without 
the protection of the shepherd and the flock a sheep can soon 
be devoured by wolves or caught in underbrush or thickets that 
will hold him until he dies. All we like sheep have gone astray; 
we have turned every one to his own way; and the Lord hath 
laid on him the iniquity of us all. (Isaiah 53:6) Sheep that have 
no shepherd go astray. When Jesus saw the multitudes He had 
compassion on them because they were tired and were scat-
tered abroad, as sheep having no shepherd. (Matthew 9:36) 

Sheep need to be at rest so they can chew their food. Jesus 
said, I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life 
for the sheep. (John 10:11) Come unto me, all ye that labour 
and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. (Matthew 11:28) 

Jesus has redeemed us with His precious blood. When we 
are cleansed by His blood we are sheep of His pasture. We can 
say with David, Thus will I bless thee while I live: I will lift up 
my hands in thy name. My soul shall be satisfied as with 
marrow and fatness; and my mouth shall praise thee with 
joyful lips: When I remember thee upon my bed, and meditate 
on thee in the night watches. (Psalm 63:4-6) And when the 
chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory 
that fadeth not away. (1 Peter 5:4) What a great promise! 

Pastor Elmer Yliniemi 
Wolf Lake, Minnesota 

But now when God adequately instructs every one, so that he 
is able to say to others: Thy sins are forgiven thee, wherever 
thou art; the golden age has arrived. On this account we are 
to be defiant and boastful against sin, so we can say to our 
brother, who is in anxiety and distress on account of his sins: 

UxUxUxUx ÉyÉyÉyÉy zÉÉwzÉÉwzÉÉwzÉÉw v{xxÜv{xxÜv{xxÜv{xxÜ, my brother, thy sins are forgiven;  

although I cannot give thee the Holy Ghost and faith, I can 
yet declare them unto thee; if thou believest, thou hast them. 
They who thus believe these words, praise and glorify God, 
even as they do here in the Gospel. 

Martin Luther 
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J 
esus said that men ought always to pray and not to faint. 
When the disciples asked Him to teach them to pray He 
gave them (us) the Lord's Prayer. Prayer is important! The 

question we must ask as the people of God, and as individuals, 
is: Do we pray? Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by 
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests 
be made known unto God. And the peace of God, which pas-
seth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds 
through Christ Jesus. (Philippians 4:6-7) 

Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that 
we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need. 
(Hebrews 4:16) It has been said about this verse: "True prayer 
is an approach of the soul by the Spirit of God to the throne of 
God. It is not the utterance of words, it is not alone the feeling 
of desires, but it is the advance of the desires to God, the 
spiritual approach of our nature toward the Lord our God." I 
will pray with the spirit, and I will pray with the understand-
ing also: I will sing with the spirit, and I will sing with the 
understanding also. (1 Corinthians 14:15) Inwardly we groan 
with unutterable words, cries and pleas. With words also we 
talk to our Father; our requests are made known. He does hear! 
In His Word it is commanded, "Pray without ceasing." Yes, that 
is what is written. God, knowing all things we need and desire, 
says, "Pray." O. Hallesby has written: "Prayer is something 
deeper than words. It is present in the soul before it has been 
formulated into words. And it abides in the soul after the last 
words of prayer have passed over our lips." 

Jesus said, And in that day ye shall ask me nothing. Verily, 
verily, I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in 
my name, he will give it you. Hitherto have ye asked nothing 
in my name: ask, and ye shall receive, that your joy may be 
full. (John 16:23-24) This is His promise. Let's keep asking. 

Harvest time is coming; "The end of all things is at hand." 
Jesus is soon coming. The Lord's words: ...The harvest truly is 
great, but the labourers are few: pray ye therefore the Lord of 
the harvest, that he would send forth labourers into his har-
vest. (Luke 10:2) 

Let's Remember to PrayLet's Remember to PrayLet's Remember to PrayLet's Remember to Pray    
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With fullness of joy, let's pray to the Father for the sake of 
His dear Son: Grant us of Thy mercy, by your Word and Spirit. 
Open the windows of heaven and pour out a blessing upon us, 
that the wonder-working blood of the Lamb and mighty name 
of Jesus would purge us of our besetting sins, and the secret 
sins of our heart, that cleansed and made holy we would be 
"Living in Thee, Lord, and Thou in me, constant abiding, this is 
my plea; Grant me Thy power, boundless and free, power with 
men and power with Thee. (Albert Simpson Reitz)" "Showers of 
blessing, showers of blessing we need: mercy-drops round us 
are falling, but for the showers we plead. (Daniel W. Whittle)" Oh, 
Lord, strengthen Thy own blood-bought children, in faith and a 
lively hope of eternal life. Send us into the harvest of souls; 
loosen our tongues that in freedom and joy we would proclaim 
the everlasting Gospel to one another and to all lost souls 
wherever we live and wherever we go. 

God's peace and richest blessings to all! 
Pastor Mark Matson 
Pasco, Washington  

H 
is Life for thee! The Good Shepherd 
gives His life for the sheep (John 
10:11). Oh, wonderful gift! Not 

promised, but given; not to friends, but to enemies. Given 
without condition, without reserve, without return. Himself 
unknown and unloved, His gift unsought and unasked, He 
gave His life for thee; a more than royal bounty—the great-
est gift that Deity could devise. Oh, grandeur of love! "I lay 
down My life for the sheep (John 10:15)!" And we for whom 
He gave it have held back, and hesitated to give our lives, 
not even for Him (He has not asked us to do that), but to 
Him! But that is past, and He has tenderly pardoned the 
unloving, ungrateful reserve, and has graciously accepted the 
poor little fleeting breath and speck of dust which was all we 
had to offer. And now His precious death and His glorious 
life are all "for thee." 

Francis Ridley Havergal 
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For thus saith the high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, 
whose name is Holy; I dwell in the high and holy place, with him 
also that is of a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the 
humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite ones. (Isaiah 57:15) 

O 
ur heavenly Father, Alpha and Omega, the beginning 
and end, the first and the last, the High and Lofty One, 
chooses to dwell with those who are of a contrite, humble 

spirit. This humble spirit is only from the Lord, and is mani-
fested by the Holy Spirit dwelling within us ...but to this man 
will I look, even to him that is poor and of a contrite spirit, and 
trembleth at my word. (Isaiah 66:2) The fear we have as His 
children is a reverent fear of a Holy Father who loves us. His 
commandments are not grievous: love God and our neighbor.  
The Lord teaches us to love and serve Him with all our heart, 
soul, mind and strength. His Word tells us it's not possible to 
serve God and the world. No man can serve two masters: for 
either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will 
hold to the one, and despise the other... (Matthew 6:24) 

From my experience, I have found God's Word to be true. I 
was raised in a Christian home and attended church all my life, 
yet I did not serve the Lord with my heart. The way God has 
provided salvation is a mystery hidden from the wise and 
prudent and revealed unto babes. We can only receive it as a 
gift of God by the Holy Spirit, certainly not of ourselves. Jesus 
completed the work of redemption on the cross; through His 
suffering, death and the shedding of His innocent blood, He 
provided cleansing and forgiveness for our sin debt. By this free 
gift we have pure hearts and are holy and righteous before God. 

I tried to walk as a Christian without going through the 
straight gate, Jesus Christ, by my own works, by confession, by 
trying to reform myself, by trying to measure up to what others 
expected; but I failed to find peace and comfort for my soul. I 
went through the motions, going to church but living as a 
hypocrite. Pride hindered me from surrendering my will to the 
One who created me. 

Finally, God was able to break my proud heart, to show me 
what His Son did for me, to show me the great out-pouring of 

The High and Lofty OneThe High and Lofty OneThe High and Lofty OneThe High and Lofty One     
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His grace for me, such a hopeless, lost, sinful man. God worked 
repentance in my heart, and I was able to receive this gift of 
faith by hearing, from a brother in faith, the word of the Gospel, 
that my unbelief and sins were all forgiven by the blood of 
Jesus Christ shed for me on the cross of Calvary. His blood 
cleansed my heart and made me free. I experienced great joy, 
peace and rest from my labors. The knowledge of the love and 
grace of Jesus in giving His life for me so overwhelmed me that 
my cup ran over in thanksgiving to the Lord. He truly revives 
the spirit and heart of those He makes contrite and humble. 

We want to follow this 
gentle Shepherd wher-
ever He leads, being 
thankful daily for His 
grace  and forgiveness, 
for His Holy Spirit that 
guides us. We are no 
longer our own; we have 
been bought with a price. We belong to the One who created us 
and redeemed us by the blood of His Son. This old man must be 
drowned and die, so the new man can daily come forth and 
arise. We have been sanctified (set apart) by the Holy Spirit to 
walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise, redeeming the 
time because the days are evil. The Lord wants us to walk 
according to His Word and Spirit, not according to how we 
think or feel, or by what our friends think to be right or wrong. 
We need to read our Bibles and pray to the Lord for wisdom 
and understanding, for discernment of spirit to walk as the 
Lord directs us. 

The Lord says, Be ye holy; for I am holy. (1 Peter 1:16) We 
have been made holy (pure, clean and free from sin) and 
righteous by the sprinkling blood of Jesus. The Lord tells us 
to ...present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable 
unto God, which is your reasonable service. And be not con-
formed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing 
of your mind... (Romans 12:1-2) We live in our bodies, but they 
belong to God. The Spirit dwells in this body which has 
been purified by the blood of Jesus (1 Thessalonians 5:23). The 
obedience God wants is not a duty, not cold or rigid; it's a 
joyful, warm, loving response that comes from a heart that 

The obedience God wants 
is not a duty,  

not cold or rigid;  
it's a joyful, warm, loving 

response... 
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overflows with thankfulness for being redeemed. It's not 
worked out by this flesh by sheer grit, determination and 
willpower. No, it comes from above by the Holy Spirit that lives 
in us, making us holy. The fruit of the Spirit will follow faith in 
our hearts and be evident in our lives as children of God.  

It seems the evangelical world has redefined sin as normal, 
acceptable behavior, something to be controlled, not eradicated 
and put to death. Right and wrong is no longer black and white. 
Darkness and light is not clear; it's blended gray and dim. The 
enemy of our souls wants to deceive us. In these turbulent 
times with many winds of doctrine blowing, and Christianity 
being battered from within and without, we're thankful we are 
anchored to the Solid Rock, Jesus Christ.  

Father, we ask that You would continue to lead us by Your 
Spirit, that we may daily read and hear Your Word, be in 
prayer and in fellowship with the believers and sing songs of 
praise to You. Father, help us to hate sin and love righteous-
ness, as You do. Sin no longer has dominion over us. The love 
of Christ constrains us; we are the free children of God. As we 
grow in grace, we ask You to keep us by Your power. As You 
conform us to the image of Christ, may we surrender to Your 
will. Give us contrite hearts and humble spirits, as beggars of 
grace, daily mindful of the high cost of this grace to our Savior 
and Lord. Knowing how great a debt of sin has been forgiven 
us, we can gladly forgive our brother in faith. Father, we pray 
we may be content where You have placed us in this life, that 
we may be thankful we have been raised by Christian parents, 
baptized as infants, brought to church and Sunday School, 
taught the simple doctrines of faith in Jesus Christ. May we not 
despise the teachings of our parents, nor despise the Church, 
the elders, or the teachings from Your Holy Word through the 
Spirit, nor look elsewhere for something better or more excit-
ing. May our risen Lord be lifted up. Because He lives, we can 
face tomorrow, knowing He has promised never to forsake us. 
With joy we look to that day when the trumpet sounds and 
Jesus comes in all His glory, and we will see Him face to face. 

                                                                                    God's peace! 
Your brother in Christ, 

Bruce Sarkela 
Battle Ground, Washington 
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A 
s Christians we truly have much to be thankful for. 
God provides for our every day needs that we ask of Him 
and as He sees fit. Above all, He has given us the Gift of 

salvation in His Son, Jesus Christ.  
God has not promised that life will be a "bed of roses" in the 

journey, but He does allow bumps in the road to come. He 
wants us to experience these rough places to strengthen our 
faith and grow close to Him through these places.  

There are days when the world about us seems to be in a lot 
of turmoil, and as humans we may allow our flesh to get caught 
up in this, but we must remember that God is still in control of 
everything. He does not want us to worry even about our every 
day living, but wants us to pray to Him for our needs and ask 
for strength to endure all things. No matter what we face in our 
lives, God hears and answers our prayers. 

God is wonderful. He understands all that we go through, 
and has promised He will be there for us all the days of our 
lives till we meet Him on the shores of Heaven, where we will 
be able to rejoice always! 

In God's peace, 
Nancy Jarvi 

Dollar Bay, Michigan 

Let Us Rejoice!Let Us Rejoice!Let Us Rejoice!Let Us Rejoice!         

Light is invisible unless it shines upon some object. 
We think we see a ray of sunshine shining into the 
room. But that is not so. We see only the particles 
in the air upon which the light shines and which 
thus reveal the presence of light.  

"God is light," (1 John 1:5) we read, but He is invisible and 
unknowable unless He shines upon some object that will re-
veal Him. The object upon which He has shone is the face of 
Jesus Christ, and as we look into that face, there shines in our 
hearts the light of the knowledge of the glory of God, which 
we can see nowhere else. 

Roy Hession 
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Hello Children, Hello Children, Hello Children, Hello Children,     
I pray that you are well. 

I know many of you in our 
country are going back to 
school for another year. 
Maybe there are those of 
you in distant lands that are doing the same. I pray you will all 
have a good year. I always tell my children, "Do your best; you 
will be blessed." 

As you will be under the instruction of teachers, I want to 
share some instruction from the Bible, which is the best in-
struction. Our Father God is our teacher and we pray that we 
would listen to His instruction. Let's look in Proverbs 4:1-11. 

Hear Good InstructionHear Good InstructionHear Good InstructionHear Good Instruction    

1 Hear, ye children, the instruction of a father, and attend (wait) 
to know understanding.  

2 For I give you good doctrine (instruction), forsake ye not my 

law.  

3 For I was my father's son, tender and only beloved (greatly 
loved) in the sight of my mother. 

4 He taught me also, and said unto me, Let thine heart retain 

(keep as a special gift) my words: keep (hold on to) my com-

mandments, and live.  

5 Get wisdom, get understanding: forget it not; neither decline 

(don't turn away) from the words of my mouth.  

6 Forsake her not, and she shall preserve thee: love her, and she 

shall keep thee.  

7 Wisdom is the principal (most important) thing; therefore get 

wisdom: and with all thy getting get understanding.  

8 Exalt her (raise her high), and she shall promote thee (make 
you grow in your life in Jesus): she shall bring thee to honour, 

when thou dost embrace her (hold her close to your heart).  
9 She shall give to thine head an ornament of grace (love and 

favor of God): a crown of glory shall she deliver to thee.  

10 Hear, O my son, and receive my sayings; and the years of thy 

life shall be many.  

11 I have taught thee in the way of wisdom; I have led thee in 

right paths.  
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God is your heavenly Father and He wants you to be wise 
and strong in your understanding of His desire for you as a 
Christian. He wants you and all His people to keep His com-
mandments and do them. He says when we do them we will 
have many years of life and they will be blessed and full of 
goodness. It will all come from Him, as He is the giver of good 
things to those who serve Him. He has led His people in the 
right way, as He is the perfect way. He is all-perfect and He 
wants us to be perfect, too. Pray to God for wisdom and good 
sense to know His will and way for your life. He hears your 
prayers and will answer as He sees it is good for you. 

You young children can pray to God and ask Him to make 
you wise in His Word and to help you follow Him all the days of 
your lives. I do pray that Jesus will always have a special place 
in your hearts. 
Jesus loves you this I know, for the Bible tells me so. 

God's peace,  
Gwen Wilson 

I 
n the Gospels we find that whenever men came to our 
Lord, He always had the right word. This is a marvelous 
thing. The Lord did not talk to the Samaritan woman 

about new birth, nor did He tell Nicodemus of living water. 
The truth of the new birth was for Nicodemus, while the 
truth of the living water was for the Samaritan woman. How 
appropriate they were. Those who had not followed Him 
were invited to come, but those who desired to follow Him 
were invited to bear the cross. To one who volunteered, He 
spoke of counting the cost; while to one who lingered, He 
said, "Let the dead bury their dead." Our Lord's words were 
most appropriate, for He knew all men. Our Lord knew 
whether they came as earnest seekers or merely to spy on 
Him; and what He said to them was always right to the 
point. May God be merciful to us that we also may learn 
from Him how to know man so that we may be effective in 
dealing with people.  

Watchman Nee 
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Martin Luther, who is sometimes called "The Father of the 
Reformation," encouraged singing by all Christians. He wrote 
several well-known hymns, including "A Mighty Fortress is Our 
God." His songs echoed his teachings: salvation is by the grace 
of God alone, through faith in Christ alone. When Luther was 
troubled in heart, he would cry out to God. At a time of trial, he 
told others, "Come, let us defy the devil and praise God by 
singing a hymn." Then he sang, "From depths of woe I cry to 
Thee..." a hymn he had written based on Psalm 130. This hymn 
was sung at his funeral. 

From depths of woe I cry to Thee, Lord, hear me, I implore Thee. 
Bend down Thy gracious ear to me, My prayer let come before Thee. 
If Thou rememberest each misdeed, If each should have its rightful meed, 
 Who may abide Thy presence? 
 
Thy love and grace alone avail To blot out my transgression; 
The best and holiest deeds must fail To break sin's dread oppression. 
Before Thee none can boasting stand, But all must fear Thy strict demand 
 And live alone by mercy. 
 
Therefore my hope is in the Lord And not in mine own merit; 
It rests upon His faithful Word To them of contrite spirit 
That He is merciful and just; This is my comfort and my trust. 
 His help I wait with patience. 
 
And though it tarry till the night And till the morning waken, 
My heart shall never doubt His might Nor count itself forsaken. 
Do thus, O ye of Israel's seed, Ye of the Spirit born indeed; 
 Wait for your God's appearing. 
 
Though great our sins and sore our woes, His grace much more aboundeth; 
His helping love no limit knows, Our utmost need it soundeth. 
Our Shepherd good and true is He, Who will at last His Israel free 
 From all their sin and sorrow. 

Hymns and Spiritual Songs  



13 

 

  Christian Monthly October 2011 

Following is Luther's First Preface to The Hymns of Martin 
Luther, first published in English in 1884, which explains some 
of Luther's thoughts on singing and music: 

That it is good, and pleasing to God, for us to sing spiritual 
songs is, I think, a truth whereof no Christian can be ignorant, 
since not only the example of the prophets and kings of the Old 
Testament (who praised God with singing and music, poesy and 
all kinds of stringed instruments) but also the like practice of all 
Christendom from the beginning, especially in respect to psalms, 
is well known to everyone. St. Paul also appoints the same, to 
sing spiritual songs and psalms from the heart unto the Lord, that 
thereby the Word of God and Christian doctrine be in every way 
furthered and practiced. 

Accordingly, to make a good beginning and to encourage 
others who can do it better, I have myself, with some others, put 
together a few hymns, in order to bring into full play the blessed 
Gospel, which by God's grace has again risen, that we may 
boast, as Moses does in his song, that Christ is become our 
praise and our song, and that, whether we sing or speak, we may 
not know anything save Christ our Savior. 

These songs have been set in four parts, for no other reason 
than because I wished to provide our young people (who both 
will and ought to be instructed in music and other sciences) with 
something whereby they might rid themselves of amorous and 
carnal songs, and in their stead learn something wholesome, and 
so apply themselves to what is good with pleasure, as becometh 
the young. 

Beside this, I am not of opinion that all sciences should be 
beaten down and made to cease by the Gospel, as some fanatics 
pretend, but I would fain see all the arts, and music in particular, 
used in the service of Him who has given and created them. 

Therefore I entreat every pious Christian to give a favorable 
reception to these hymns, and to help forward my undertaking, 
according as God hath given him more or less ability. The world 
is, alas, not so mindful and diligent to train and teach our poor 
youth, but that we ought to be forward in promoting the same.  

God grant us His grace. Amen. 
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God in His power and wisdom has the ability 
to use our failures to show us the importance 
of what Scripture is telling us. In Ephesians 
6:4, we read: And, ye fathers, provoke not 
your children to wrath: but bring them up in 
the nurture and admonition of the Lord. 

While I believe this tells us not to purposely make our children 
angry, I also believe it is a warning to us as fathers, that we 
would raise our children in such a way that they would not, 
from our actions, have to experience the wrath of God. This is 
only possible through obedience to the second part of the verse. 

T he important thing is that, as fathers, we would under-
stand the seriousness in this for us each individually. 

Bringing our children to Sunday School and Confirmation is 
good. Taking our children to the hearing of God's Word is 
important. But it does not say: "Fathers, have the Church and 
Sunday School teachers bring your children up in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord." We have a tendency, in our 
humanness, to let others take over our responsibilities at times. 
We may think that our children will learn these important 
matters of faith and Christ's doctrine in Sunday School. They 
should be learned from the father, and only reinforced in 
Sunday School and Church. There may be many reasons we 
neglect these Scriptures: busy lives, lack of time, perhaps even 
being unaware of what God tells us to do. I pray it would not be 
because we are unsure of what we ourselves believe. 

Let us by example show our children how much God loves 
us. When God in His care brings to our consciences our errors, 
especially in regards to our children, let us acknowledge to 
them that we are wrong. By example may we demonstrate how 
we may avail ourselves of the altar of mercy which abides in our 
fellow believers, and seek their forgiveness. Is anything more 
precious than for a child to learn where to  renew the peace of a 
good conscience? We are sinners, and often need to deal with 
our failings. Few other things show so plainly how much God 
loves us than the altar of mercy He has made so available. Is 
forgiveness not the essence of what Christ accomplished for us? 

Raising Our ChildrenRaising Our ChildrenRaising Our ChildrenRaising Our Children     
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If it is our desire that we would, and could, teach God's 
important truths to our children, the Holy Spirit will guide us 
in these matters also. Let us prayerfully listen to His direction. 

This portion of Scripture is one of the places where it is 
important to remember that husband and wife become one 
flesh. Yes, fathers should be the leader in this area, but as one 
flesh it is also very much instruction to mothers as well. 

    May the peace of God abound in your hearts, 
Shane Juuti 

Gimlet, Alberta, Canada 

VÉÅyÉÜà çxVÉÅyÉÜà çxVÉÅyÉÜà çxVÉÅyÉÜà çx, comfort ye my people, saith your God.  
Isaiah 40:1 

Store up comfort; this was the prophet's mission. The world 
is full of comfortless hearts, and before you are sufficient for 
this ministry, you must be trained. Your training is costly in 
the extreme; for, to render it perfect, you too must pass 
through the afflictions that are wringing countless hearts of 
tears and blood. Your own life becomes the hospital ward 
where you are taught the Divine art of comfort. You are 
wounded, that in the binding up of your wounds by the Great 
Physician, you may learn how to render first aid to the 
wounded everywhere. Do you wonder why you are passing 
through some sorrow? Wait ten years, and you will find many 
others afflicted as you are. You will tell them how you have 
suffered and been comforted; then as the tale is unfolded, and 
the anodynes applied which once your God wrapped around 
you, in the eager look and the gleam of hope that shall chase 
the shadow of despair across the soul, you shall know why you 
were afflicted, and bless God for the discipline that stored your 
life with such a fund of experience and helpfulness.—Selected  

God does not comfort us to make us comfortable, but to 
make us comforters.—Dr. Jowett 

from Streams in the Desert, Compiled by Mrs. C.E. Cowman  
Submitted by Dave Impola 

Everett, Washington 
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ZÜtv|Éâá tÇw UÄxááxw ZÉw? ZÜtv|Éâá tÇw UÄxááxw ZÉw? ZÜtv|Éâá tÇw UÄxááxw ZÉw? ZÜtv|Éâá tÇw UÄxááxw ZÉw?     
Who has taught, and commanded us above all things and first 

to seek the kingdom of God and His righteousness: I pray Thee, 
grant us grace, that Thy holy Word may be preached in all the 
world in all its truth and purity, and we submit our reason to the 
obedience of faith, and live holy lives according to it as is fitting to 
the children of God to Thy pleasing, so that Thy kingdom may 
come to us, and increase, and many of them who do not yet believe 
in the Word be won through a Christian conduct. Help us, dear 
God, who are delivered from the power of darkness and are trans-
lated into the kingdom of Thy dear Son Jesus Christ, in whom we 
have redemption through His blood, even the forgiveness of sin, 
that we may remain in His kingdom, faithfully continue in the 
wholesome doctrine, and live worthily as children of light in all 
piety and godliness. And since the kingdom of God comes not with 
outward show, neither consists of mere words, but is power and 
spirit: grant us grace, that we may be born again from above 
through Thy saving Word and Thy Holy Spirit, co-heirs of life, so 
that with our hearts we may dwell above where Christ sits, and 
constantly seek the inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, that 
fades not away. Enable us to be poor in spirit and humble, and 
such who sorrow over their sin. Let us hunger and thirst and 
heartily yearn after righteousness. May we ever be meek, and 
suffer and overcome whatsoever of persecution and tribulation 
may assail us, and revilings and undeserved malignings with 
patience and longsuffering. Keep us from all offenses, whereby Thy 
holy name is blasphemed and outraged, Thy kingdom hindered 
and weakened. Grant us grace to practice our faith in works of love 
and mercy, feeding, clothing, harboring, visiting, comforting the 
poor and distressed of this world, so that when that great day 
dawns we may hear the blessed and joyous voice of Thy dear Son: 
Come ye blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for 
you from the foundation of the world.  

TÅxÇATÅxÇATÅxÇATÅxÇA    
Johann Habermann 
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Exciting changes are coming to the Christian Monthly beginning 
with the January 2012 issue for all domestic and foreign readers.  

A website (christianmonthlyalca.org) is being developed that 
will offer new incentives for continuing your subscription to the 
magazine and for accessing it electronically. The following is a 
summary of the changes and/or additions taking place: 

◊ Three choices will be available to receive the CM: 
  1) U.S. Mail (subscription rate remains at $12.00/year) 
  2) Email (donation of any amount is requested) 
  3) Facebook (donation of any amount is requested) 
◊ The CM will be 8½" x 11" and in full color. Electronic subscribers 

will be able to print the CM from your computer. 
◊ Quarterly CM for Children, electronic subscribers 
◊ Archived editions with searchable index of titles and authors of 

articles, electronic subscribers 
◊ Facebook page access, electronic subscribers 
◊ Weekly devotionals, electronic subscribers 
◊ Electronic, easy to use article submission, electronic subscribers 

The mailed edition will still be offered for those unable to receive 
it online, but since printing and postage costs have escalated dramati-
cally, we hope that most people will take advantage of the online 
edition. Donations received from those who use the electronic version 
will help defray the costs of printing and mailing the hard copies. 

If you are currently subscribed at a postal address and are willing 
to receive the Christian Monthly electronically, we ask you to renew 
or change your subscription online at christianmonthlyalca.org, on 
or after January 1st. A reminder will be published in the both the 
December and January issues of the Christian Monthly. 

Thank you for your consideration. We solicit your prayers for the 
continued blessing of God upon our publication. 

Lois Matson, Editor 

Christian Monthly ChangesChristian Monthly ChangesChristian Monthly ChangesChristian Monthly Changes     

By faith we believe always what we hope hereafter to see always 
and perfectly and have already seen imperfectly and by flashes. 

C. S. Lewis 
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W hat tongue can tell, or imagination conceive, the reward 
He will bestow at the last, when we consider that for our 

comfort in this journey He has given us so freely of His Spirit, 
that in the adversities of this life we may retain our confidence 
in, and love for, Him whom as yet we see not; and that He has 
also given to each gifts suitable for the building up of His 
Church, that we may do what He points out as right to be done, 
not only without a murmur, but with delight? 

St. Augustine 

Y our life is short, your duties many, your assistance great, 
and your reward sure; therefore faint not, hold on and hold 

up, in ways of well-doing, and heaven shall make amends for all. 
Thomas Brooks 
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For a soldier friend whom he encourages to trust in God. 

W e have a God who is infinitely gracious, and knows all our 
wants. I always thought that He would reduce you to 

extremity. He will come in His own time, when you least expect 
it. Hope in Him more than ever: thank Him for the favors He 
does you, particularly for the fortitude and patience which He 
gives you in your afflictions: it is a plain mark of the care He 
takes of you; comfort yourself with Him, and give thanks for all. 

Brother Lawrence (ca. 1614-1691) 

And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give 
every man according as his work shall be. I am Alpha and 
Omega, the beginning and the end, the first and the last.           

Revelation 22:12-13 
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O h, teach me what it meaneth,  
That cross uplifted high 

With One, the Man of Sorrows,  
Condemned to bleed and die; 
Oh, teach me what it cost Thee  
To make a sinner whole; 
And teach me, Savior, teach me  
The value of a soul. 

O h, teach me what it meaneth,  
That sacred, crimson tide 

Of blood and water flowing  
From Thine own wounded side; 
Teach me that if none other  
Had sinned but I alone, 
Yet still Thy blood, Lord Jesus,  
Thine only, must atone. 

O h, teach me what it meaneth,  
Thy love beyond compare; 

The love that reacheth deeper  
Than depths of self-despair; 
Oh, teach me 'til there gloweth  
In this poor heart of mine 
Some feeble, pale reflection  
Of that pure love of Thine. 

O h, teach me what it meaneth,  
For I am full of sin, 

And grace alone can reach me,  
And love alone can win; 
Oh, teach me for I need Thee;  
I have no help beside, 
The chief of all the sinners  
For whom the Savior died! 

O  Infinite Redeemer, I bring no other plea: 
Because Thou dost invite me, I cast myself on Thee; 

Because Thou dost accept me, I love, and I adore; 
Because Thy love constraineth, I'll praise Thee evermore! 

Lucy Bennett 

Submitted by Eva Niemela, Baraga, Michigan 
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